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S fuperfluous as Prefaces- 
feem, yet there is one 
Thing which makes it 
in a manner neceiTary 
to prefix a few Lines to this Fo^ 
lume, in regard there is an occafiom 
given by the Obje<5tions fome Gen- 
tlemen have been lately pleafed to 
make againft the Style of the Englijh- 
Tranflation. Thefe Perfons having bjt 
a very coftly Inquifitivenefs, found 
and procured the Italian Co- 
py of the Letters^ and compared 
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To the Reader. 

them with the Engtijh, pick 
many Faults in the latter, which, 
they would fain improve to- the let- 
fcning the Reputation of the Turkijh 
Spy^ or at leaft to the Heigh tning of 
their own Charafters as Wits and 
Cri ticks, Majiersoi Languages, and 
the Grand Patentees oi Human Senfe. 
In the firft Place they fay, the 
Italian Tranflation keeps clofe to the 
Original Airabick \ whereas the £»^- 
y//6 abounds too much with Anglic 
afms, which are not fufficient to cx- 
prcfs the AutJtor*s Primitive Senfc, 
I low impoffible a Thing it is, to 
pleafe ail People in Undertakings of 
this Nature ! Formerly they weteof- 
. fended that fo many Turkijh zx\A A-^ 
rabick Words were left untranflatcd. 
And that being anfwer'd in the Pre^ 
face to the Fourth Volume, they have 
^now formed new Arguments out of 
that very Anfwer, toaffaultus on the 
contrary Side, and tax us with being 
too Vernacular. 'Tis true, the Letters 
they have fent to the Bookfeller on 

this 



To the Reader. 

this Account, are not fubfcrib'd at 
length: Yet, by Accident, one of 
the Gentlemen's Hand-writing is 
known. And tho' we acknowledge 
him to be an ingenious Perfon, and 
a Man of Learning •, yet I believe he 
would be unwilling hisLetter (houid 
Bere be exposed in Print (or the 0- 
riginal (hew'd to fome that know 
him,, and perhaps may claim an e- 
qual Rank among the Criticks.J 

BuTvto come to the Purpofe ; I 
have often heard Tranjlations blamed 
ibr keeping too clofe to the Original 
JPhrafc ; but never any, before this, 
for a Negligence that is abfolutcly 
neceffary to retain the Senfe of a Fi^- 
reign Author. All the World knows 
there is a vaft Difierence between A^ 
T'abick and the Languages of Europe ; 
and if the Italian Tranjlator was 
more exad: in formings his Words up 
to a near Imitation of the Eaftern 
^Proprieties of Speech, no doubt but 
impartial Men will, rather cenfure it 
as a Faulty than cry it up for an Ex- 
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cellency j fince nothing founds wcl! 
in any Language^ which is notdc- 
llver'd in the Natural Mom. £vcry 
Thing ought to be writ in as famili- 
ar a Style as we difcourfe -, efpcciaU 
ly Letters, which are but a Proxy- 
Method of converfing at a Diftance^ 
And he that tranflates out of one 
Language into another, ought to aim 
chiefly at this, that he be lure to re- 
tain the Original Stnk, and render k 
fmdoth ancj eafy to the Reader. The 
Flowers of Arabia ^nd Italy, when* 
once trjanfplanfed to our barren Eng^. 
li/h Soil, lojfe their Vfa*tue and Beau- 
tv, till they are naturalized : Wh^t 
tneii muft we cxpe6^ from their 
Weeds ? Ddubtlefs there are fome 
Peculiarities in all Languages ; and 
to trarillate Verbatim from fo tetliote 
a Tongue, would found as harfti as 
French does in an Englijhman's 
. Mouth, when he pron:ounces it as 
*;tis writ. 

What I have more to fay, is/ 
that as this Fi^lume contains^a Hiftory 

of 



: To th^ Reader.. 

of. Things tranfadted within the Me- 
mory of oioft Men now living ; fo 
the two fucceeding T'^/tz^'j fall down 
lower and nparer to the prefent 
Times : Giving an Account of E- 
vents whereof many have been Eye- 
witnefles, and wherein not a few 
have had a perfonal Share either by- 
way of Action, or fufFering Profit 
or Damage-; which muft rreeds af- 
ford Delight to thinking Men j-fince 
there is nothing more agreeable to 
Mortals, than to refled: on the for- - 
mer Paffages of their Lives accord^ 
ing to that of the Foet : 

Hcec olim meminijfe juvabit. 

Besides, for the farther Encou- 
ragement of the candid Reader^ he 
may afllire himfelf, that towards the - 
Conclufion of the Laft Volume^ he 
will meet with feveral Secrets be-- 
tween the French and T^urkijfj 
Courts, which will difcover the true 
^Source of the Prefent War between 
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the Emperor of Germany and the 
Grand Seignior j and give a Glioipfe 
of the private Machinations and 
Springs which have put all Europe 
into tticHurly^Burfy 'tis now in. 

I have but this more to fay, that 
we hope to be more fpeedy in pub- 
liftiingthe Remainder of thefe Let-- 
ters^ than we have hitherto been 
in the Former Volumeu Reader,, 
AdieUi, 
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L E T T E R I. 

Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, ta Dgnet 
Oglou, his Friend at Conftantinople. 

IT makes me fmile fometimes when I re- 
fled how often I was put to it for an Ad- 
drefs fuitable to the Manners of the Naza- 
renes, and the particular Mode of Prais when 1 
firft arriv'd at this City : For, thou know- 
fll we had other Employments, than to learn 
Faftiions and' Conge's at Palermo. The Mind 
of a Slave is dejeded under the Circumflances 
of his Captivity i fo that he has not Leifure to 
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tegard zvj Thing, bat how to accomplifh his daily 
Ta&, and to f^mk hbPairoa. All hk.&udy and 
<Care is bent upon this, and xh^re^s no Room lc& 
for generous Thoughts i neither has he Means or 
Coorage to venture on Prqjeds, or improve tlie 
•prefent Occurrences in order to his future Happinefi. 
Nay* he hardly dares think of ever being happy a- 
j;ain. This was my Cafe, and I believe *twas not 
4nuch better with thee. 

Yer, nocwithftanding all the rigorous Ufage I had, 
.the Baftinadoes, Kicks, Bruifes, Cuts and Wounds^I 
dTceivM from.the Hands of that barbarous Gsafer^ my 
.Mailer, which made me femetimes incapable of do- 
ing him any Servian by Day, or of taking any Reft 
^inyfelf by Kight, I was pefolved to find lome fpare 
Time for Books. I rofe early, and went late to (leppi 
4iegle£ting no Moment, wherein I could apply my- 
f^to Study . Tho AcquaintiMict J had with that 
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of fingular Ad- 
ivantage to me in diis Kind : For, thou may*ft re- 
inemoer, he was well flock*d with -many ancient and 
learned Treatifes. He furni(hM me with'P/»/arci&* 
Polibius^ Strabo^ Plirrfj Siiid other Hifioriis. All which 
and many mope, I devoured with Greedinefs ; for 
I had a ftron^ Appetite to Knowledge. And after 
my Redempuon, I pafsM away fame Time in the 
Academies^ where I learcCd the knotty Tricks «f 
Jjogick, how to fplit Moods and Figures, andxhaia 
one impertinent Syllogi&i to the Tail of another to 
Eternity. lalfo run through a Courfe of P^i/^- 
thy^ and other Scienca* Neither was I altogether 
miorant «f Men : For the reading of Hiftorses 
■nts a Man the better to make pradlical Experi- 
jnents in the Affairs of the World. To which alio 
TbiJofiphy is not a little helpful, in direfling our 
Obfervations on the various Tempers of People, 
Mens perfonal Difpofitions and Singularities, with 
the Humours and Cnftoms peculiar to this or 

that 
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<kac Nation. For thefe Things depend many time^ 
on the Diflcrence of the Climate, the Natiue of the 
SoU, the Qualities of the Air, and the Manner of 
^ their Diet. 

Bat neither Eiftwj^ L^ick^ or Fbilofiphy^ weve 
able to efiice the Imprcffions of my early Years, or 
unteach xae the Manners in which I had been educa- 
ted from my In&ncy. I brought Arabia and Cqh* 
JtantinoffU idong with me even to FarU. And be- 
cauie I had not been nied to diflemble the Prolefijon 
and Carriage of a Muffulman, during my Thraldom 
in Sicily, 1 was at a Xois inmy Deportment, whea 
2 came £rft hither. 

How often have I been like todifcover myfelf 
by pronouncing the facred Bifmillah, either when 
I £it down to eat, or put a Glafs of Water to my 
Lips ; or when I began any other AfUon of Impor- 
tance 7 So likcwife in uttering the HanMlab, after 
« Repaft, or when any Thing happened which 
pronipted me to praife God. 

When I met any of my Acquaintance in the 
Streets, I was apt to forget I had a Hat on. And 
' inftead of puttine off that, according to the Fafhion 
c»f the Franks, I laid my Hand on my Bread, and 
Ibmetimes bowM fo low, that my Hat fell o^from 
my Head, before I was feniible of my Error. 

If I had Occafion to addj:efs myfelf to a Perfon 
of Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of 
ills Cloak, Gown, or Robe, and to kifs it in Token 
of Reverence, as the Cuftom is in the Eafi, when 
we falttte the Grandets. Nay, fometi i es I could 
not forbear falling on my Knee, or proflrate on the 
Ground before Cardinal Ricblieuj and thofe of his 
high Dignity. . All which, neverthelefs, pa/led on- 
ly for Clownilhnefs, and W^ant of courtly Educa- 
tion, which teaches the nice FunQilio\ of Addrefs. 
They todc me for a Kind of Moldu'vian RuHick, 
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without any Either Jealoufy. Or, perhaps, they 
fmird at all this, as fome fingular Caprice or Ha- 
mour, like that of the Philoiopher Paficies, who 
coming to falute a great Captain, and the Ceiemo- 
^y of thofe Times requiring him to touch the Cap- 
tain's Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At 
which the Captain being affronted, and thrufting 
his Hand away with fcornful Words, What I {ay« 
the Pbilofophery does net tKmt Part behftg to you as 
^vell as your Knees ^ It often diverts my Melancholy^ 
to confider how many Errors of this Kind I have 
committed, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical 
Humour, but only in j>ure Overfight, and Forgetfiil- 
jnefs. 

It was a long Time e'er I could frame my FingerB 
to handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as is the univer- 
fal Cuilom in thefe WeHern Parts ; whereas thoa 
knoweil, we make ufe of no other Inftruments ia 
Eating, but our Fingers and T^eeth, Whence it was, 
that I could not K)metimes forbear thruiling my 
Hand into a whole Di(h of Meat ; which is counted 
A great Indecency in Fttancc, And after I was recon- 
ciled to thofe nicer Inftruments of Voluptuoufne^, 
(o as to carve my Meat a la Mode ; yet when once 
I had it on my own Plate, I laid aiide thofe Tools 
as ufelefs, and tore it afunder with my Fingers and 
'I'eech, feeding a la Turcefque^ as the French ^sHH it, 
th.nt is, like a MuJJulman. 

Neverthelefs, no Body fufpefled me ; but all 
thefe Milcarriages pafs*d for Molda*vian Barharifms^ 
the falvage Cuftoms of that my fuppofed Country, 
I tell thee, that tho* the Manner of Eating among 
the French, feems to have fometbing moreofNeat- 
nefs and Delicacy in it ; yet it appears full of Soft- 
nefs and Luxury, and I cannot in Reafon prefer it to 
the more natitral and fimple Method of Diet, usM in 
the Eall. Neither would the French themfelves 
condemn us for Sahages in this Point, as they com- 
monly 
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monly do, did they but confider, that this Negli- 
gence very well becomes Men of the Sword ; and 
that in their Campaigns, their own - Generals are 
ambitious to appear carelefs in every thing relaj:ing 
to their Body. 

Doubtlefs, the ancient Romans^ who brought the 
greateft Part of the World under their Power, 
ftiun'd all Fineffes in Diet and Apparel t till fuch 
Time as their Manners were debauch 'd, and their Em - 
pire in its Decline, Oup Annals record. That when 
SuJtan Selim lay down wiih his Army before a cer- 
tain Place, and the Governor of the Town fent 
Commiflioners to treat with him about a Surrender ; 
they found him at Dinner, which confifted only of 
two or three Onions, a little Salt and Bread. 

HiUories alfo relate of the faithful Omar^ Succeflbr, 
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army 
not far from Jerufalem, the Naxaretie Prince who go- 
vcrn'd. that City, fent ^Spy into the Hoftof the Mtif- 
/ulmans, to obferve their Difcipline, and bring him 
Ak lively Charadcr of their General. The Spy went 
according to his Mailer's Orders ; and having tarried 
fome Time ia the Jrahian Camp, returned again, 
and thus fpoke to the Governor. 

** It will not be needful to recount every Thing T 
** obierved among thefe Soldiers ; iince by what V 
** fhall fay of their Leader, thou may'ft compre- 
** hend the Manners of them all : For they obey 
** him, and follow his example in every Thing, 
•* with exquifite Silence and Modefly. I law Omar 
•* their Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting. 
** on a Camely his Face tawny and fcorch'd by the 
*' Sun, in a Veil of Perfian Cotton; girded about 
•* with a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cymetar 
** and Dagger, with a Knapfacktied behind him like 
^' the meaneft Soldier. I faw him take out from 
** thence h*ard Crufts of Bread, Ihaking off the 
** Hufks of Milletwhichftucktothem s and faying, - 
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^ h the Name ofGoi^ he cat heart ity of the fame^ 
** Then he drank Water out of a Leathern Bottle 
'* hanging by his Side ; and when he had done, he 
T* faid, Fratfi he to God, All his Army made their 
** Repail at the fame Time, and in the (ame Man* 
*^ ner, with admirable Temperanoe, and fuch tm 
** Order and ModeAy, as I never faw before, nci^ 
♦* thcr can I exprefs. 

When the Prince heard this, he ftood ftiUa con* 
iderableTime, mufingasoneafioniOied. Then turn- 
ing to the Seniors and Chief oi the People who were 
prefent, he faid, *^ It is neceflaij that we furrender 
*' ou^ City to thefe People; tor they have the 
*' Smiles of Heaven. Their Prophet and their Lamr 
** oblige^m to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience* 
^ and a modcft Deportment. Thefe Virtues art- 
^ certain Steps to Vi^ory and Empire. Beddes, Jt 
have received a Tradition from my Anceilon, thait 
a People (hall come out of jfraBia, with a neiv 
Law and Rel'gion, which (hall abolifhall that went 
•* before it. They ihall fubdue Paleflifie and £>)#/, 
*• and (hall build Mofques^ wherein their Prayers niM 
** found like the Humming of Bees. Their Empire 
** (hall extend from Ea^ to fVeft^ and to the Extre^ 
" «///>/ of the Earth, This is what I hiive learned 
•• from my Forefathers, and which I believe is now 
•* coming to pafs. Therefore it will b<r in vain to 
*• refift thefe Men ; for they are invincible by a Dc- 
** cree from above. 

I'hofe that were about him, did not approve the 
Counfel of this wife Havuirenf^ However he fent 
to Omar,^ and obtained Favour for himfelf and his 
Family. 

Thou wilt fay, Tm got wide of the Mark of ny 
£rft Difcourfe, which related to myfelf, and not to 
any of the pnmitive Caliphs : But *tis impoflible to 
retrain our Thoughts from roving. Some fay, they 
hang together like the Links of a Chain i and that 
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ene Idea being faflened to another in our Me- 
mory, we muHer them in Rank and File/ according; 
to their proper Order, when we think, or make* 
Refledions, God knows how 'tis. This I am fure^ 
of, that when I write to my Friends, 1 ilody not 
to make an elaborate Speech on*c, as if I were pcn-- 
ning^an Oration }. but purfuing my firft Intention^ 
at Kandeniv I ran on» letting one Thought a»d^ 
Word beget another. 

fiat I was telling thee how great a Fungler I was* 
at £ril in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the* 
frankly which diiFer from thofe of the- Eajl, I was 
as much» to fetk in my Addrefs,- as an JIfji would be 
to play on a LutCy according to the Raman Provirh p 
Yet Time an<i Pradiiee rendered all thefe Thines fami- 
.liar and eafy. Now, methinks, Vm a thoro^h-pac'd' 
Nazarsjte as to my Exterior. I go to the C^urtand 
the Temples with as much Teeming Formality as the* 
.CbriftiunSf whilil, God knows, my Heart is fome- 
where elfe : All my A&ions are out of their natural' 
Byafs, fo k)ng as 1 am abfent from die Society oC' 
Trui Belie*ven , 

In a Word, Tm forcM to imitate the Fox, which' 
Creature, when it is environed with the Hunt/mifr 
and Dt^s, counterfeits a Barking like the latter,, aadi 
fo pa/Tes undifcoverM for one oltheir Company^ . 

Rris, ^d of the gth Mnrn^ 
^tbe Yiar 1659. 
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LETTER ,IL 

To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

I A M at diis Time pofleiTed with more Appre- 
K^nfions and Jealouhes, than an old Infidei\J{\x- 
Tcr'. My Lodging afFcdls me with greater Melan- 
choly, than would a Prifon. And my Uneafinefs is 
the fame when I go oat of Doors. Every Body 
that meets me, looks either as my Accufer or my 
Jodge : And fome appear as terrible as Executioners. 
JBy Day, my Imagination torments me like a Fury, 
■^ind by Night, I am affirighted .with melancholy Vi- 
rions. Fc&eam of nothing but Racks, Wheels, Saws, 
Gibbets, " and fuch like inftruments of human Cru^ 
"elty. Or, that I am in ftme dark Dungepn, con- 
.tiemh*d to mdre unfufFcrable Tortures, by Order of 
^& State'; with Cardinal Maiarini fitting by me, 
like a Sfamjb. Inqutfiter, ai^d in the moft tyrannical 
Wanner^ threatning me with Pains, to which the 
Damn'd thcnifelves are whoHy Strangers, if I will 
ftot oonfefs what I am, and reveal the Secrets with 
which I am cntruftcd. • - 

The Occafion of thefe ^J'errors which hafrafc xne 
Night and Day, is this : I have for four or five 
Days together found my felf dogg'd up and 
down Paris, by a Man whofe Face I never faw 
before in my Life. Let me go where. I will, he's 
^always fome Diftance from me. If I fland ftill, fo 
^es iie : Or if I turn back, he's quickly at my 
Heels'. I have endeavoured by all the prudent Me- 
thods I could take to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, or in the Churches : But all in vain ; for 
flill I encounter with the fame Face. He purfues 
me like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land 

or 
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or Water, Houfe or Alley, can refcue me from the 
fellow's Eyes, who is more quick-fightcd than 
^rgus^ apd nimbler than Mercury, He is xtry 
cunning alfo in this Bufmefs, and as dextrous as a 
Juggler, conveying himfelf when he pleafes out of 
my Sight ; yet prcfendy after, he's in view again. 
. And if I chance to lofc him in the Dark, I am 
fare to find him not far from my Lodging next 
Morning. 

This it is which gives me fo much Difturbance, 
and pierces me with a Thoufand Anxieties ; for I 
know not what to conjefturc of this Fellow's De- 
iign. Sometimes I think he is employ'dby Cardinal 
Masiarini to watch my Motions, obferve what 
Houfes and Company I frequent, and trace* me in 
al^ my Appointments. And 1 am the more con- 
firm'd in this Sufpicion, when I reflcfton my for- 
mer Imprifonment in this City, and the Occafion 
of it. Befides, when I went Yefterday to fee Elia- 
chim the Jenuy this Spark follow'd me near to the 
Door : And tho' 1 tarried there two full Hours, yet 
when I came out, I had not walk'd a Hundred Paces, 
before I faw him again, footing it after me in a 
carelefs Manner, with his Arms folded, and his* 
Eyes fix'd on the Ground, as if he knew nothing of 
the Matter. Thefe are convincirfg Circumflances^ 
that he is fet at work by the Cardinal, or fome body • 
elfe, todifcover my Buiinefs. 

But when on the other Side, I confider, that if 
the Cardinal fufpefted me, he might go a nearei" 
Way to work, and feize me in my Chamber, where 
my Letters would betray me, this Thought va- 
nifties, and I am at lofs what to think. 

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had 
once with my Sicilian Matter, who ft rove to fct' 
the Rabble upon me in the Streets t>£'Paris ; but 
my better Stars delivered me out of his and their 
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illandy, whilft, for aught I know, he drew upon him- 
lilf the Mifchief he deiign^d for me. Howerer,. 
when I reSk.^ on that Paflage, I am ajpt p think he 
any be now in Farit, and having by iome Accident 
ffen jne go in or out at my Lodgings, contrives how 
t0i revenge himfelf oa. me^ and afes this Fellow*^ 
Afiiiiance in comparing his Ends. Perhaps, think 
Ip he will caa(e me to be ftabbM or piftoli*d at 
fi)2Be convenient Seafon p or he will find out fomc 
other Way, Ms noify and more malidouSf to di(^ 
fatch me. It miy be he fcelu to entrap me, and 
render me obnoxious to the State. I have a Thou* 
fimd Fmaginatioos about it, and know not what to» 
conclude. I value not myfelf, nor am I CMcfui 
to prolong a miferable Life for my own Sake. All 
that r can hope to enjoy in this World, would come 
fir ihcot of tempting me to ikreen myfelf from thtr 
Stroke of Death, by an AAion unworthy of a 
Philofcpher, and a Man. But the Duty and Af*> 
fedUon. I owe to the GranJ Seigniory's Service,, makes 
me wi.ling to live, till I have acquitted myfelf off 
my Province with peife£t Succefs, that fo I may 
jieturn to ConJ!an*in9fU with Honour : And then L 
care not how fo^n I poll' t J that unknown World,^ 
wliere all the Generations of Mortals take np their- 
ctcrnal I-lell : For in this there^s nothing but Laboui^ 
and Grief. 

lu the mean Time, I know not what Conduct to* 
ufe in this Emergency ;- whether l^d beil to fpealc 
to this Fellow, or dii&mble my Sufpition ; whei> 
ther it will be fafe to troil this Event to the gene«^ 
f:;l Prcvidencr, or to (acriiice him that gives me 
ib much difquier, and. fo fecure my Peace. £ 
could eafily have hira. difpatchll without any^ far- 
ther Hoife. But then my Coofcience would troo.* ' 
bio nie with After-daps, leA. I (hould have mur- 
tharVl a Man without Reafon^. which is expred^ 
fcl'jid. hy the Jlarait, fie&les I Aould always. 

fidndi 
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ftand in fear offome Difcovery; I proteil, I am*- 
at a LoTs forwant of ample InIlru£kions in fuch Oi- 
fes asthefe. And I am weary of mentioning what' 
I have (o often intimated already to the Miniuers of^ 
the Porte, without any direft Anfwer. Ho«l^- 
ever, I will do what my Reafon fuggefts, and leave 
die Event to DefHfp^. 

Happy Minijier 1 the Affairs di this World arc 
full of dark Wmding^ and Meanders ;- and we haw^ 
all need of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduct us thro* ' 
them. May thzt'Omnifrefmt siflift us, whenever we-' ' 
are catchM in a Knot, or loll in a Labyrinth of Dif-^- 

ficulties. 

• 

vff&t I ear it$9. 
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LETTER IIL 

!rb Abdel MelccMuli Omar, . Vrefi^au of 
the College of Sciences at F<5fc. 



TH Y venerable Dif^fitch I received with KifTes, - 
and a Tranfpprt of Jpy_* I thricr touch*d my • 
Bye-Lids with the Paper of high £Ileem, and as 
oa I laid it to my^ fireail. I broke up the Seab 
with Modefty and Kever^Ke, . and my greedy Eyes- 
devoured the Lfnes of profound Wildom ^^ the Sen- 
tences and Aphorifms worthy to be written in Let* - 
ters of Gold, Then - tWas I Weft the Hour of my ' 
Nativity, and the morehappy Moment wherein I ^ 
firfthad the Honour of thy Familiarity* and Friend- - 
(hip : O chou fmccre^ and extmious Patron of '^ 
fccrfv as love the Sciences V* renowned f6r' thy-' 
IJeacning^and-P-iobity^ of Manners?- Prince of the- 
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AlfmquTi and Dolors ! Crown of the Sagt Afftmhlj 
oXPhilofipbers! Orach of the Age. 

Glory be to Go Dy who has neither Beginning or 
End ! who alone poflefles the infinite £xpance and 
Life eternal; who is adored by the Inhabitants of 
fffa'uen, of Earth, and of He/I: Benedidions on 
Michael, Gabriel, I/raphiel, Itburiel, Jeremiel, Haf- 
mariel, and on all the happy Minivers of his Di- 
vine Majeily ; as alfo on the Angel of Death, Peace 
to the True Belie'vers on Earth, and Salvation to 
the Devils and DamnM, after they have accompliih^d 
their Penance in Hell, and the Term of Wmth fhall 
be expired. 

An univerfal Charity dilates my Heart ; I tm^ 
brace with Love all the Creatures (» God. This k 
owing to the Seafonable Arrival of thy Lett# : For 
at the Moment when that came* I was plungM ia 
fb deep a Melancholy, that I could hardly afford a 
kind Thought for any Thing on Earth, and I per- 
fedly hated myfelf. I have thefe Fits of Sadnels of- 
4en, it being an £ft£k of my Condition. 

At thofe SeafoBs Life appears an infupportaUb 
Burthen, and all the Buftle and Noife of Mortals a 
vain Fatigue. My Senfes, - which at other Times, 
adminifter Delight and Pleafure^ are now the Ia- 
ilruments of Anguifli and Pain. Every Thing I 
fee and hfear dilguft me. I abhor my neceilacy 
Food. Neither can the fweeteft Odours, or fofteft 
Strains of Mufick bring me into a better Temper : 
Till Sleep e9lipres the Light of my bufy Imagi- 
nation, and puts out every glaring Thought. Then 
jny Soul takes her Repofe : And dealing from my 
Body, enters into the fhady Vale of Vifions, and 
fports with innocent Ideas. Thus having divert- 
ed myfelf with jumbling^mpnftrous Effences toge- 
ther, and hurling one Chimsera at another, I re- 
turn again to my Body, and fighing awake, griev'd 
that I could no longer ftay in that MocklVorlH^ 

where 
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where I coold have wifti'd my Refidence for evcr» 
rather than in This^ which gives me fo much real 
Pain. Thus is my Anguifti renew'd with the 
Morning. I'ight is more irkfonie to me than Dark- 
nefe, and thp Day which brings Joy to other Mor* 
tals is mpre terrible to me than Night, and the Sha« 
dow of Death. 

I complain to the Elements, but they will not 
kear or regard me. All Nature feems to laugh at 
my AfHidion, and the Beafts of the Field triumph 
over me. As for Men^ \^^re are none but Infidels ^ . 
my profeffed Enemies, to whom I can vent my 
Sorrows : And Tm afhamM to make a Woman my 
Confeffor^ tho* it were my own Mother, who lives 
in Farisy and daily fees me. 

If in this dolorous Condition I prepare myfelf 

with the accuilom'd Purifications of the Law, and : 

AddreiTes to the Omnipotent, I know not where to 

find him. His Eilence is unfearchable, and flies 

from human Thought. I call him aloud by his 

Ninety-nine adorable Names, but receive no An- 

fwer. I repeat his incomprehenfible Attributes, 

but all to no Purpofe. In a Word, I fay and do all 

that the Law enjoins, the Prophet counfels, ho* 

ly Perfons recommend, or my own Reafon fug- 

gefls, as a proper Means to obtain the Favour of 

Heaven, and a Redrefs of my Calamity : But find 

no Comfort. And, for aueht I know, ik^iBpa- 

niard might as foon be heard, who being ignorant 

what Form 6f Prayer to ufe, rehearfed the Four and 

^ fwenty Letters of the Alphabet, rdefiring God to 

form< fuch Words out of 'em, as befl exprefled the 

Petitioners Neceilities. 

I tell thee, illuftrious Prelate, aftet Pm tir'd 
with vocal Devotions, I have recourie to Con- 
templation. I examine my paf^ Life, and find that 
I myfelf am the Source of my own Melancholy, 
in not ftridily obeying the Law of the Prophet, 

the 
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the Pficepts of the Seniors, and the Pistes of my 
Coofcieiice : And all this, for the Sake of Loyalty to 
the Grmmi ^tifftkr^ and in Confidence to the Mt^ 
itf^Difpenratiom Now I afc thee, Whether it 
be Uw^ to eomoiit a Thou&nd Vioes, that I may 
only 90apox myfelf fiiirly tn one Virtoe ? Or, to 
think, that in fuch Caie, the jlfi^/ has Power to > 
difiuinnl the exprefr* pt^dve Injunftions of oar 
Uohf Lavf'gi^^r ^ If the Bmpire of the Faithful to 
be fervM by the Infidelity and Pfophaneners oiMuf- 
JUlmum f Or the TVoth to be f«ipforted by Lies and- 
Perjories \ 

I tremble to think what a Confiifion I (hall be 
in, when the Prophet fluU wproach me. That I 
have prcfcrr'd the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of 
Uiavem. I know not what to do. Oh, that I were 
in the parching Dtfirh of Ljbta ! Or any the mofb 
unfrequented bolitude of Efyfi ! A Companion tsi 
Dragtons,. and other hornd Monften of Jfrickf* 
rather than in this Station, which renders my Life 
a^HfUiupon Earth, and torments me with iulf the: 
Difqaietsof the DicMKiV; 

But if this appears too extravagant and defpe- 
latp a TTiought* let meat laft wilh myftif a^i Fev,, 
the meaneft of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparablo* 
Mufii^jHulTahyan oi^hx^m thy lafl. Letter gave h* 
high a Character. I haveaddrelfed a Difpatch to 
him, hoping km the Honour of his Friendfiiip and: 
Corxefpondence. 

Let not the Libertf I*^ taken to tell thee of mv* 
Sadnds, difootirage me from writing: But reft af- 
fiix'd,- that whenever thoa ihah vowhftfe me a Ltt^ 
ter, though I were in the Agpni» of Death, Iwvoukl: 
«dl me ba* again- 

Baris, 2%tb^ihi 9/J& Momi^ 
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LETTER' IV. 

To the Kaimacham. 

THESE NazartH€s are very fertile in new Rs^ 
ligions, Europe is a, Wildeme& over- run wxclv 
monftrous SeBs and aerefiei. Every l^. ge products 
freih Pretenders to Pr^uy and Di<vifu Renfelattm^ 
Error 15 prolifick, and muiciplies infinicelx, whilil 
Trutk remains the fame for tvcr, and is comprr- 
hended in a few Rules. 

Of late Years there are a Sort of Pe<^e fprung up 
in Englandy HoUandy Germany^ and other Parts of 
the Nortby boafting of a new Commidion given them. 
from Heanfeny to preach the everlafting Truth, re- 
form' the Errors and Vices of Mankind,, and lead 
People the only infalliWe Way to Happinefs. Tl«ir 
Addrefs is plain and £mple9 bold' and uniform^ 
uiing no other Ceremonies or Compliments in their 
Difcdurfe or Carriage to Perfons of the gneateft j^ij* 
lity^ than to the Vulgar, and thofe of die moft infli* 
rk)r Rank. 

They ftyle therofclves„ 7hi trut SeeJ, fhi Off- 
/firing of Jacohi Ji^'i rf tbf Bi^omije, Ifraelitti- 
nvithout Frauit^ with fuch like vain Titles ; but by. 
•thers they are generally callM ^aktrs^ 

They fey die Ring-Uaier of thi» People,, pro* 
fefies himfelf to be the M^as^ ^^% ^ ^^^ Parts' 
of his Body, and Features oHiis Face,. hk^Jt/us the 
Son of m4nj : Or at leail,. 'tis obibrved,, that he- 
exa^lly refembles the Portraiture of him which 
Wuhlius Lentuius fttit to the StM fe. of Romt out of 
jfuiea^ when he was Governor of that Prw^nce^. 
Hence his FolUnxiert fcruple not to caH him J^/ks^. 
ihe Beauty ef Ten thoufand, Ihe^nfyl^uem Scm 
^ Gi,d^ tU Rm^hit <u4&J it te feal up all Thingiy 
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nePrinci cfPeacif King of I/rael, Juigi^ Cwfi- 
latson oftbt fForU. 

When he travels, his Di/ciples attend him bare- 
headed, (which thou know'ft is a Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks) yet they never uncover 
to any other Mortal. He rides on Horfeback, whilft 
they walk on Foot before, behind, and on each fide 
of him, fpreading their Garments in the Way thro* 
which he paflb. The HooB of his Beaft tread 
only on Silks or other coftly Stnffs. And as tfaey 
enter into any Town or City, they chatint aloud 
his Praifes, proclaiming him ^# Son of David, and 
Heir of the Divine Promijis. 

All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, boaft- 
ing of ftrange Illuminations and Raptures, foretel- 
ling Things to come, and reproaching the Vices of 
Governors and the greateft Princes, with a Bold- 
nefs which has bat few Precedents. In a Word, 
they every where preach. That God is laying a 
Foundation of a Netv Monarchy, which (hall de- 
ftroy all the reft in the World, and (hall never have 
an End itfelf. 

This gives a Jealoufy to the States where they 
live, and therefore they are perfecuted in all Places. 
Yet they appear very conftant in their Sufierings, 
and tenacious of the- i>0i?/-/«fi they preach. 

They feem, in my Opinion, to refemble one of 
our Muffulmans Se3s, who aflfert,' That Jefus the 
Son of Mary (hall return again . upon £arth ; that 
he (hali marry and beeet Children, be anointed 
King of the iViz//V/r/ who believe in One God, and' in 
this glorious State (hall jemain forty Years ; after 
which he ihall fubdue Antichrift, and then (hall 
follow the Di(roIation of all Things. Yet the Ortho- 
dox Believers rejed this Tenet as rabulous. Neither 
is there any Countenance given to it in thztVerJicU 
of the Alcoran, where 'tis faid, Thou^Mihomttflfalt 
fee thy Lord return in the Cfoudi: Since that only in* 

ti mates 
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^imates the glorious Dcfccnt which Mofes, Jefis^ 
and MAbomet fhall make from ParadHb, with Enoch, 
Eiias, and the One hundred twenty four Thoufand 
Prophets^ to affemblc the Eleft at the Day of Judg- 
ment, 

If thou wouldUl have my Opinion of thcfc new 
Religionifts in Europe and their Leader ; I take him 
to be an Impofiory and his Followers to be either Fools 
or Madmen. Even jiifl fuch anoth^ Crew as thofe 
who followed Mofeilelma^ in the Days of our Holy 
LatV'gi'ver, This was an , Arabian Impoftor, whp 
pretended to fet up for z. Prophet y and attempted to 
compofe a Book like the Alcoran, ^ut he was infa- 
tuated with n vain Arrogance, and there was no 
Truth or Elegance in his Writings, no Juflice on 
his Side, nor Underftanding in him or his Party. 
To be fliort, both he and they were all cut to Pieces 
in the Fale ofAkreh, by the Troops of Abu Bu* 
tnffadicy the firil Calif h. * 

As to thcfc modern Seducers, they arc not Men 
of Ar^s, but a Herd of filly infignificant People^ 
aiming rather to heap up Riches in Obfcurity, than 
to acquire Fame by an heroick Undertaking. They 
are generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are 
obfcrvMto be very punftual in their Dealings, 
Men of few Words in a'Bargain,. inodefl and com- 
p»'d in cheHT Deportment, temperate in their Lives, 
and'ufing great Frugality in all Things. In a 
Word, they are Angularly Induftrious, fparing no 
Labour' or Pains" to increafe their Wealth ; and fo 
ibbtle and inventive, that they would, if poflible, 
extraA Goklbut of Afties. I know none that ex- 
cel tkera in thefe Chdfra€kers, biit the Je^jos and the 
Baniani' y- The former being the craftieft of all Men, 
and the latter fo fuperktivcly cunning, that they 
will over*reach t1ic De^ih 

' Bat thefe are no Signs of a pure Religion; for 
that only-prefcribes the Methods of withdrawing 

and. 
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nd fepaiatmg die Soul from the Coatagioii ofmarih- 
ly Things, uid of miuDg it to the Deity» which is 
ks Source. 

lUuftrioua Kaimaeham^ I bid thee adiea» praying, 
that thoa and I may at laft meet in that Centre oi ail 
Thinj;^* alter our varioiu Epicycles and £xcuHioii» 
in this lower World. 

Parity j^th of the xitBMmr^ 
pfibi Tear 1659. 



LETTER V. 

To the fame. 

I Sent a DiJ^tcB feme Moons pad to the Ca^lef 
fuer of Romeii, Guardian of the Imperial Canons^ 
Jnierfreter of the Laws of Equity \ wherein I in«- 
formed him of the Advances that were made in order 
to a Peace between France and Spain^ Now 1 can 
aifure thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles^ 
£gnM on both Sides by the two PleniDotentiaries. 

X need not repeat what I particularly related ta 
that Grandee, My Letters are all publilb^d in the JM- 
*uan^ and regifterM. Yet it will not be unwelcome 
perhaps to thee, to hear with what Niceneis of Pun-^ 
|£lilio, thefe Infidel Mhitfters met to accomplifh an 
Afl^ir, whereon depends the Intereft and Honour of 
their refpediive Makers, the Happinefs of the two 
Kingdirms^ and the general Byafs of all the Weft, ■ - 

There is a little I/land f<»m*d by the River Bi^ 
daffaa^ callM the IJteofFbeafantSy through the mid- 
dle of which a Line is drawn ,^ which exadly fepa<> 
cates the Territories of both Monarchs. This Place 
was agreed on for the Intermirw of the two Niini- 
ften^ Each had his Bridge to eaiter the yiani in 

thatc 
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that Prat which belonged to his Mafter. And over 
the Lme of Separation was ere^ed a krge bi'uan or 
CMMci/'roem, to be enter'd only by two private 
Doon, one out of Cardinal Mascaruii*s Lodgings^ 
railed on the Fremeb Side of the Comncil-room^ the o« 
ther otit of Dan L§u$s (C Ar^% Apartoicnt,^ built oa 
the SpoHtfif Side. 

Each of thefe Minifters was accompaoied by feve< 
ral Princes and Grandees of the Courts and above dx* 
ty other Perfons of Quality, with a Guard of F5ur 
hundred Horie and Foot^ to fecure their Bridge.*^ 
and the Place of Conference. In a Word» Thing* 
were managM with fo much Moderation and good 
SuccefSy that the Mare/chal de Gramgnt was fent Am^ 
hajfador Extrawdinary into Spain^ and receiv*d at 
that Ccurt with infinite Civilities and Honour. 

The SubjeA of his Ne^otiatiott was to treat o£ 
a Match between the King his M&Jter^ and the Infanta 
of Spain. His Condud and Addrefs were fuch, as 
foon procured the Cathlick King*s Confent : Andf 
from that Time the Marefchal approached the Infanta 
with more than ordinary Submifiions,^ el^eeming 
her now as the ^een of France, Soon after this 
the Nuptial ContraSi and the Peace were mutually 
fign'd, to the immenfe Joy of the ^»^V^/of bota 
Sides, who were very glaii to exchange the Toils 
and Calamities of War^ for the Sweets and Profits of 
Peace. 

It will be ne edlefs to infert here all the Articles. 
cm which they agreed. IVo will be worth the 
Knowledge of the fupreme Divan, And thofe are 
the Releafe of Charles Duke of Lorrain^ on the Spa- 
nijb King\ Side: And, on the Part oi the King of 
France^ the Reftoration of the Prince of C^nde to 
the free Pofiefiion and Enjoyment of all his Eflates^ 
Honours, Dignities, and Privileges, as the firft Prince 
of the Royal Blood, with the Government of the Pro- 
vinces c^Bourgoigne and Bre£e, 

A 



lo Letters PTrit by Vol. VI; 

A little before thefe Articles were fignM, the 
young Prince of Spain dy*d faddenly, not having 
^n twelve Moons, I mentionM the Birth of thi» 
Royal Infont in one of. my Letters, and theextraor* 
dinary Solemnities that were made thereupon hy 
the King of Spain, and his Ambafladors at foreign 
Courts. Thefe Infidels appear in all Things too paf- 
fionately affe£M with the Glories of our Mortal 
State, which at the Height are but tranfient Slia<» 
dows, or fomething lefs confiderable. 

I'm amaz'd atthe bold Rebellion of the BaJTa of 
Aleppo, and that he (hould endeavour to cheat the 
Empire with fo ftale an Impoflor, as a (ham Son of 
Amurat, Yet it feems he made a confiderable Pro* 
grefs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 
velty, others were frighten'd out of their Allegi-^* 
ance : Whilft only a few ferved his Intereft in pure 
Difcontent and Hopes to amend their Fortune. 
The Country People are generally opprefs'd by* 
their Governors, and 'tis no Wonder if they take- 
up Arms for one that promifes to deliver them from^ 
their Calamities. This is the ufual Pretext of all 
Innovations in the State. The Soldiers alfo are de* 
frauded of their due Pay ; and then they're ready to 
fight under the next General that brings moil Mo- 
ney with him . Neither are there wanting Malecon- 
tents among the Grandees at fuch Times to foment 
and abet an InfurreHion. 

All thefe Events proceed from the ill Condu^ of ' 
thefupreme Minifters, who alone are lefponfibfe for 
the Mifcarriages of the State. 

\\\\i9inQ}x&Kaimacham, the Frame''ofthe Ottoman 
Government is out of Order ; I wifh Fate does nor 
pull it in Pieces, as a neceiTary. Step to its Amend* 
ment. Adieu. 

Paris, zdoftbe laft Moon^. 
of the Tear l6ig. 

LET- 
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LETTER ly. 

To Hamct, Reis EfFendi, Principal Se^^ 
cretary to the Ottoman Empire, 

IWi(h thee all imaginable Joy of thy new Digni- 
ty ; yet qaeftion whether thou or thy PredeceiTor 
be the happier Man. 'Tis a vail Honour indeed, 
and attended v/kh immenie Pro£r, to ferve in this 
Station the moil high, moft potent, and moil invin- 
cible Monarch on Earth. But at the fame Time there's 
infinite Toil and Fatigue in it, with abundance of 
Perils. From all which the fortunate Muztu is now 
deliver*d, and they are become thy Portion. 

As for him I cannot but eileem him happy, in 
that he has got Permiflion to retire to his Country 
Seat, out of the Croud and Noife of the City, and 
firom the ilifling BufineiTes of State, which choak 
the more innocent and natural Delights of the Soul. 
Now he is fully reilor'd to the Elements, and to 
himfelf 1 whereas before the perpetual Hurry of 
the Court, made him in Part a Stran^r to both : 
For there a Man infenftbly lofes Acquaintance with 
his own moil intimate AifeAions. His Spirit is 
alienated amidil the Multiplicity of his Concerns ; 
'tis flretchM on the Rack of Ten thoufand Cares 
and Inquietudes ; 'tis divided, ihatter*d and rent in 
Pieces. 

Befides, were he as free from thefe diilra6ling 
Thoughts as a Santone; yet the very Neccffity of 
living always in a City, was enough to render him 
miferable. For I efteem fuch a Coniinenlent no 
better than a Prifon at large ; and. not far from be- 
ing buried alive. 

'Tis true, Ccnjiantinopie has the Advantage of all 
the Cities in the Word, for the DeilghtfiHnefs of 

its 
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Its Situation ; the Houfes being fo pleafimtly inter- 
mixed with Air Gardeai, and the Streets refreih'd 
with cold Breeases from the Sea. It looks at a Di« 
lUmce like aTown in a Wood : Or one may term 
it a Foieft composed of Minarets and Cyprefies. 
The TenraiTei afficud agreeable' Pjt>fpe£b of the 
neighbooring Fields and Mountains ; and *ds jpJea- 
(ant to ftand on the Water-fide» and view the mno- 
merable Variety of Boats and VeiTels failing from 
one Port to another* with all the other Divertiie- 
«nents on the Sca» and the beautiful Mixture of Pa- 
kces and Groves, Chioies and Gardens* Seraglid*s, 
and Villages, which grace the oppofite Shore. O 
^uten oi CitiiSt Uifire/i of Kif^doms, GUry of Nar- 
tsms, CpmmoMdnfi and SanSuaty of the whole Earth f 
Thrice hi^y mould I count m^felf» if I might 
have the Favoor to refide withm thy venerable 
Walls* and exchann the pollttted Society of InfidtU^ 
for that of inti B3iev$rs, 

How often do I langoiih to fee the glittering 
Ciefcents, the triumphant £n£gn8oftheO//««««/ 
on the Tops of the Minartts in the Imperial City ? 
How oft do I wiih myfelf proftrate on the Carpets 
of the /acred Mt/paSf in the devout Afibnbliesof 
the Faithful^ adoring the Eternal in the Perfedion 
of SanBityf Whereas now Vm forcM to go into the 
temples of Maters y to kneel and bow down before 
Stocks and Statues^ to join feemingly with UwheUe- 
^ers^ and pray to that which has no Life* nor Senfe* 
nor Power. 

How do I envy the blelTed State of the meaneft 
Artixan in CtrnfioMtinoplt^ who daily feeds on the 
ivholeibme Pillaw of the Eaft^ and drinks the ddc- 
aable SherhetSy or Waters tinBur^d with the rich 
Fruits of Greece f Whereas I am compelPd to eat 
Meats forbidden by our holy Prophet^ and to render 
«ny Soul execrable by an impure and profane 
iiiet* or I muft^arve. For thcfe Uncircumcifed 

' aw 
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are more alK>minable than Ravms and Vukurei^ to 
^hom the moft iilchy Carrion k a Dainty. And to 
cloak their Undeannefs, they corrupt their owm 
^oj^ly and forge a Toleration from the MtJJUu him- 
iel/ As if that Holy Prophet, who in every the leaft 
Tittle obeyed the Lanv of Mofes, and let himfelf at 
an £xam]^e for his Followers to im>tate> could be 
-guilty of contradiding thofe Divine Precepts, and 
running counter to his own PrafUce, in recom* 
meDd\ri%Un€leanne/s %Xkd Lihertini/m. No: Thead- 
«i!rab)e Son of Mary, was the moft temperate and 
abftcmioos Man in the World, and both in hit 
Words and Anions preach*d np ebofe Virtues to 
lathers ; having often expreOy declared to his Difii" 
fltsy That he came not to aholifi^the Law, but to re* 
Jine and perfeS it. 

He was eireumeifeJ on the ^htb Day after hit 
Naipvit^^ according tothe Injun&ion of Mojks, and 
^e conltant Pra£^ice of the Sons of Ifrael In a 
Word, thiXMigh the whole CourfeofhbLife, he ne- 
arer deviated from the Traditions of his Fathers, the 
-Seniors of the Houie of yacoh. 

*Tis true, he ktqptntly argued againft the many 
trivial Superilitioas of the Phari/ees, who evacu- 
jLted the more effential Points of the Law, by fu- 
perinduciag a Number jof infignificant Ceremonies : 
Bat he never opened his Mouth againft any pofitive 
Precept 5 fuch ^ were thofe which limited the 
* Choice they were to make of Meats, diftingui&ing 
the Impure from the Clean. Yet the Chriftians de- 
lude themfehres with a falfe Belief, that he gave them 
a Difpenfation to eat any Thing without Caution or 
Kefcrve. 

Hence it is that they defile themfelves with 
twine's Flefh and creeping Things, and Blood is in 
all their Difhes. They fcruplc not to eat of that 
which died of itfelf, and banquet as freely with what 
was knockM down or Arangled, as we would do 

with 
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with the Fle(h of a Beaft that was kilPd Id pronooa- 
clng the Name of Goo. The Shambles here aSSard 
no other Proviiioa but fach as this ; and he that 
will not eat that which is an Abomination to a 
Mufulman, muft be contented with Herbs. This I 
reckon as one of the greateft of my Misfortunes^ 
and it makes me burn with Dchxc to return to Cam" 
ftantinopli, 

. Yeti ^er ^9 I fbould think myfelf far more 
happy, if I might have the Liberty to fpend the 
re^ of my Days in my native Country : So great 
an Admirer I am of a rural Life and Solitude. And 
'tis for this Reafon, I count thy Predeoeflbr a happy 
Man, in having the Privilege of a fweet Retirement; 
where he may take Breath from the vain Importuni- 
ty and BufUe of Mortals. 

In the mean Time, there is a Species of Felicity 
in thy Employment : And thou can*il not be called 
miferable, fo long as thou acqpitteft thyfelf ^rly^ 
and enjoyeft the Favour of thy Sovereign. 

I perceive by thy Letter, that thou art curious 
to know the Charafiers of Foreign States, with the 
various Interefts of Naxanne Princes ; the Intrigues 
-of thcfe Weftem Courts ; their Overtures of Peace 
and War ; and the different Laws, Maxims, and 
Cufloms by which the People are governed. Thy 
Converfation with Ambailadors at the ?orte, will 
iuroifh thee with Abundance of ufeful Remarks in 
this Kind ; But fmce thou required me to fend my 
Obfervations, I will hereafter obey thy Commands 
in fucceflive Letters, for this is too large a Theme 
for one Dijpatch, 

At prefent, thou may*ft receive and reglfier for 
true News, That the Peace between France and 
Spain has been fign*d by both Kings^ and folemnly 
publiih'd throughout their Territories, with incx- 
preflible Joy and MagniHcence. It is certain alfo, 
that the King oi'S'wcden is dead, and the Duke of 

Orleans 
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OtJfans, UndctotteFr^»r^ King: WJiich has itt 
fome m^afore qualified die Mirth of thR French ^n 
this Occa/ioa. AiTaredly, human Affairs are equal- 
ly chequerM with Good and £vi]. Blifi comes net 
to us in pure qnmix'd Streams. Death keeps an even 
Pace, . and knocks as boldly at the Gates o£ Kings, 
as at the Cottages of the meaneft Slaves. . 

It is the Part of a wife Man, to be always r^gnM 
to Heaveuy and prepat'd foi* the worft Events ; As 
for the beft, they never come amifs. 

Paris, I yth of the ^d Moon, 
pfthe Tear x 660. 



LETTER VII, 

Tq Dgnet Oglou, 

SH ALL I converfe with thee, as Borate ufed to 
do with His Friends, over a Glafs of generous Wine? 
Let . us lay afide Ma(k5 ' for a whfle, and difcoucfe 
with open Souls. I believe thou haft as equal a 
Veneration for our Holy Prophet as I ; and hafi been 
educated in all the Tenderneffes of Piety^ the Nice- 
ties of Di<vine Lo^ve, as our Mollahs are pleafed to call 
it. We have been both of us careful to rife before 
the SuD, and fay our Oraifons every Morning in a 
Demi-Trance, that is, halfafleep, and half awake. 
This, no doubt, is a neceifary Pomt of Piety. And 
we have been no lefs folicitous in obferving the 
other Four Hours of Prayer, Either of us would 
have accounted it an irreligious Negligence, if we 
hadfeena Pieceof P^//?ron the Ground, and had not 
-ftoop'd to take it up, with Reverence wiping off the 
Dirt, and kiffing the Tabula Rafa, on which Men 
ufe to write the Name of God. As il 'twere not an 
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.eqsal Argyment of Refpefk to fecure from Profk- 
natioQ, Sticks, Stones, Kags, or any lling where- 
on *twere poffible to engrave or print the All-My^ 
fiiri§us CbaraStr: Taiyf or the very Samfs them- 
felves, which, as fome (ay, werexhe Firfi Booh on 
Earth. However, if thqr were not the Firft, we 
arq fore that in vtry early Ages, Men ufed to (tamp 
their MemptrSf or draw them out in perceptible Fi- 
gures on the Sorfiiee of the Earth : Witnefs the old 
Ship-wreek!d PhiUJifher, who beiofi; cad aihore in 
an unknown Land^ ioon traced oot the Manners of 
she People, by certain Mathematical Impreffions 
ivhich he found in the Sands : For he concluded 
thefe to be the very Footfteps of Humanity and 
Virtue. But to return to the Bufinefs of Religions 
"W^* liave.been obedient to t)ie InflrudUon^of our Fa^ 
then and Tutors i zealous in obferving every Pun- 
/tiiio of Traditional Piety, We have feSed, pray'd, 
•wafliM and given Alms, at the appointed Seaions» 
and in the Manner preicribM by the Law, All thefe» 
I own, are commendable Exercifes : But methinks 
they are not the folid and fubflantial Parts of Trtu 
Religion. I hate Hypocrify, and the devout Wan- 
tofine£) ofthofe who think to mock God with Cere^ 
monies and empty Forms, It were much better to mix 
with the Idolatrgus Rites ^i Bacchus (if they deferve 
that Epithet) and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, 
talk reputed Blafphemy, and reform the Model of 
the Vni'verfe ; I fay, Td chufe to do all this, and 
more, rather than cheat myfelf with empty Hopes 
of gaining Paradifi% for a6ling to the Life the Shams 
of pious Mimickry. 

I would not have thee think, that what I havenow 
faid, proceeds from any Contempt of the Eternal 
M^efty. 

By thofe fair Heavens above, and all the Immortal 
Spaf^les 6t the Sky f I fwear, there's not a Faculty in 
Mahmut\ Soul, which is not filled with Gratitude 
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and Veneration, which does not born with Flames 
of facred Love to the adorable Fountain of all Things. 
In a Word, I only ftrive to refcue my Friend from 
the Attempts of pious Frauds, and the religions Bur- 
lesques of our Ma/Aii&j and Mi^i*/. 

fielieve, my dear Dgmt, That there is a God, a 
Firfi Caufe, a Juft Judge prefidlng over the World: 
Believe aifo his Prof bet ^ the holy, the beloved Ma^ 
hornet^ the MintoMy as I may fay, oi iht Omnipotent. 
But, have fome Faith alfo for the reft of his Me(^ 
fengers and Favourites. Let not Hitii be thought of 
without fome inward Flurries of Devotion. He was 
a Mujfulman^ and the Fourth Caliph, > tho' his Fol- 
lowers be damned Heretich in our DMnity, Had 
Right taken Fkce, perhaps he had been the Firfl of 
the/'icarst but his Caufe was fupcrfedcd by his Ab- 
fence. ' Let him and that reft, till xht final Inquifi-^ 
tion. And acknowledge that I have faid too little 
for a Schiai, and not too ofuch for a Sumti, 

I know no Reafon alfo, why we (hould not re- 
verence the Memories of ilfifrrjyry, Orpheus y Cadmus, 
Meliffusy Faunusy and the reft of the ancient Sages 
and Laiv-givers, who inftru6ted the- Nations of the 
Earth in the Myfteries of Religion, taught them to 
adore one Supreme God, to believe the Immortality 
of.tht Soul, and to praAice Good WorJ^s, 

What tho* the Ceremonies of their f^orjhip were 
^iiFerpnt from ours, and perhaps polluted with an 
unjuftifiable Adoration of Images ? What tho' their 
Altars reek'd with the Blood of (lain Beafls, and 
fometimes fmoak'd even with Human Sacrifices ? 
Thefe barbarous Rites were not inftituted by the 
Firft Oracles of Religion, illuminated Souls, Nuncio's 
from God to this Lo^er World: But they were after- 
wards fuper-induced, thro' the Corruption of Times 
the Avarice of Priefts, and the Superftition of the Peo- 
pie. And, for aught we know, our own Hifiorians 
have not been impartial in relating the. Truth, 

C 2 There 
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There is an innate Envy between People of dif- 
ferent Families and Nations. Both we and our Fa« 
thcrs, that defcend from Ahraham^y Ifma^l^ and 
the Jews who arc hisPoftcrity by Ifaac, have been 
too fevourable to the Oflfspring of that Beloved of 
G$d. We genendly entertain and cherifha fpeci- 
fick Pride on the Score of our iUuftrious Pedigree : 
Efpecially the Jews, who will not allow any People 
on Earth to be their Equals cither in Point of .An^ 
tiquity , the NobiHty of their Race, or the innume- 
r3)le Multitude of their Brethren. Whereas they con- 
fider not that they are difpcrfed up and down over 
the whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, not 
permitted to poffcfs a Cubit of Land which they 
can call their own : Condemn'd, hated, and made 
« Proverbial Scoff among all Nations : Infanrous 
Vagabonds, Ufurers, Slaves and Pimps to bther. 
Mens Plcafures : Men of no Fame or Charader : 
Finally, in their prefent Circumftances, the mofi 
fpurious and ignoble of all the Sons of Adamy ex- 
cept the Kafars of Ethiopia, who feed on the Guts 
'and Dung of Bcafts. 

'Tis true indeed, their Anceftors made a confide-^ 
rable Figure in the World in the Days of Solomon^ 
and other viaorious Kings^ during their PoirefTion 
of Paleftine, And yet in thofe very Times, they 
were often humbled and led awav into Captivity, 
by the more fortunate Kings of Babylon, Perfia, and 
J/Jyria, and afterwards fubdued by the Grecians ; till 
at laft'thcy were totally ruined, their Cities laid 
wafte, their Temple burnt to Aihes, and their Coun- 
try quite difpeopled by the Romans. 

If we afcend yet higher to their celebrated Mi? 
grat^cn out of Egyp, of which their own Hiftorians 
Siake fuch a Noife, and tell fo many fabulous Won- 
ders, we (liall find a very mean and contemptible 
Charaaer given of them by Egyptian Writers, 
and thofe other Nations, Men of as great Autho- 
rity 
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my as Jdfipkiu^ or any other Jewifh Eifiorian. Ma- 
nfthiUy fi Prieft of Egyft^ calls 'em a Crew of leprous 
and vaiiy Pec^e , and fays they were expell'd the 
Coaotry by A^»^^^^ then reding, and driven 
Jj^to Syria ; their Captain being Mofes an Egyptian 
Priefl;. A like Relation we have from Cbaremon^ 
an AuUjipr of good Credit among the Greeks ^ whd 
tells us. That in the Reign ot Amenophisy Two 
Mndred aiyi fifty thoufand Lepers were forcibhr 
jbjMiifiiM out of ££^/, under the Condu£b of Ti- 

fithen and F^tefeth (i. e. Mqfes and Aaron,) And tho* 
ot^r Writers difier in the Name of the King then 
i:eigning in 4c^/, yet all agree in alTerting the 
Ifraelites to be a nafty Sort of People, CVCr r;^ 
with Scabs and jnle£lious Boils, and that they were 

, efl^m*d the Scum and Filth of the Nation. Tacitus, 

. a Rsmav fi^/V#rpf onqueflimiable Authority, adds. 
That Mofis, oiie of the exil'd Lepers f being a Man 
of Wit and Reputation aqioi^ them, whenhefaw 

. tlie Grief and Confofion o( his^ Brethren, bid them 
be of eoo4 chear,,and neither truft the Gods or 
Men of Egypt, but only cyuiide in him, and obey 
J^ Qoui^fel : For th^ J^e was fent from Heaven to 
be their Conductor out of this Calamity> and to pro- 
|f)& them jfjrom all tjbieir Enemies. Upon which, 
the Feeble not Jknewing what CouHe to take, fur- 

. feadred themfelves wholly to his Difpofal \ from 
which Time he became their Captain and Lawgiver, 
leading tihem through the De/arts of Arabia,^ w here 
Ihey committed great Rapine and Spoil, putting 
Man, Wom^ and Child to the Sword, burning 

.their Citieii, and laying All Things defolate. Dear, 
Uignety what cowld be faid wor£ of a Company of 

.Robbers aod Banditti > 

Mofei is ^one to Patadife, and. when I mention 
his Name; it is with a profound Reverence ; for he 
was the s^eateft of the an<;ieDt Prophets. Yet give 
Die leave to' have Tome Regard for my own K eafcn 
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He was but a Mortal as well as I : and withoat doubts 
was not exempt from human Frailties. He had the 
Advantage to be educated in the CoUegi of the Kv^l 
Priejis at Memphis, which none of his Nation could 
boaft of beiides himfdf. SuiK^r me to tell thee my 
Thoughts frankly, and without pilguife. Magkk 
and Afirology were the only Scitncest\it£L in Vogue r 
And he being perfectly versM in all the Myfleries 
and Secrets of E^tian Wifdom, ^twas' no hard Ta& 
for him to pof&ls the rude and ignorant Sons of 
Jacob, with a profound Attach and Veneration for 
his Perfon : And in that diftre&M Condition, Km 
mould their flexible Spirits to what Difcipline he 
p!eafed. 

Sufpedl me not for an Infidel, or an Athetft, be 
caufe I difconrfe with this Freedom. I have heard 
feme of our Mollabs fay a great deal more in thetr 
private Converfation. And *tis a • fuperfHtious Ti- 
moroufnefs, not to be bold in the £xercife of oilr 
Rtkfon, which taught even the Ptophet Mofes him- 
felf the Methods ot Conaueft, and getting a Fame 
which fhould know no End. 

I am n6t ambitious, nor wodid I tempt thee to 
afpire at an undue Grandeur : But let us not be leis 
than ourfelves, that is. Men. There is no Reafofei 
we (hould be imposM Upon by fabulous Reports of 
intereflcd and dcfigning Writers : Or that we (hould 
give 'Faith to every credulous Fool. JDoubtlefs,. 
thereAvere many Nations eflablifh*d on Earth before 
the I/raelites ; zndr great Fropbets who were not of 
the Li neage ofjhrabam. The Date of the Olympiads 
is much more certain to a Day, nay, to an Hour, 
than the Hejira of the I/raelites ; iince the former 
is demonflrated by the Eclipfes of the ^un and Moon, 
interwoven by the Gentile Hifiorians into the Body 
of their Hlftsty ; whereas the latter is defe^live in 
this material Point, and is expofed to a thoufand 
Pifputes among Writers.. 

My 
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My Friend, let not thou and I troable ourfelves 
with needlefs Controveriiesy or be zealous for Things 
of no Moment; but adoring Oxrr Go d, and believing 
what is rational, we may poiieie our Souls in TrsKi-^ 
quillicy and Peace. 

Paris, nth of the ^ih Moon,' 
of the Year^ j66o. 



LETTEil VIII. 

To the Kaimacham. 

At length after a long Alienation, the Prince of 
Conde is rcftored to the King\ Favour : For 
which he is obliged to the King.of Spain, I have 
already intimated in one of my Letters, That this 
was agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between thef* 
two Crowns^ as an Article Equivalent to that of the 
Duke of Lorrain's Releafe, {oUicited by the King 
of France, Now ^tis put in Execution, and the 
Rehel Prince is received with abundance of Careflcs 
hy the King^ ^een-Motber, Cardinal Maxarini, 
and the whole Court. 

He is counted the valianteft Man of this Age ; 
and was fo pronoiinced long ago by the Marefchal 
^Turenne, who is a Soldier of no mean Charader^ 
both for his Judgment and Courage. He was once 
extremely belov'd by all the French, But his Wild- 
nefS|and InconHancy, with the dedruflive Eifeds of 
the Ci'uil Wars which he raifed, changed their Affec- 
tions, for a while, into Indif^rence, Coldneis and 
Ill-will. But now alPs well again. 

He and his Brother the Prince of Contt feldonv 
agreed, being; often the Heads of contrary Parties 
during^the Minority of this King. And the Younger 
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being crUmp-fhoulderM, Conde ufed to be a little far* 
cailick upon hifli^ threatning to ihave his uticourtly 
Back into the Fafliion with his Sword. 

It is certain the Prince of Condi was very wild 
and profafe when young, but now he begins to 
take foberer Meafures. During his Father's Life, be 
was called the Duke ofEnguien, And to reflect on 
the Parfimony of the old Prince, he ufed to take 
ieveral Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a 
Purfc, faying, Tlis is my Father*! PraSice. Then 
he would turn the Purfe upfide down with toother 
Hand, and fcattcring the Gold among.his Favourites 
would add. This is my Humour. 

Once as he was palling on Foot through a Town 
in France^ under his father's Government, the 
chief MagiHrate of the Place, who was an old Man, 
met him, and began to make an Oration with the 
bed Rhetorick he could. But the Prince being in a 
frolickfome Humour, took Advantage of a very 
\o\^ Conge the old Gentleman made him, and leaped 
over his Head, and flood ilill behind him. The 
Magiflrate not taking any Notice of this wild Prank, 
tum'd vtry gravely about, and addrefled 'hiihfelf 
with a new Obeifance, but not fo low as the fofmer. 
However, the nimble Prince catch*d him ub<5h the 
Half-bent, and fetting his Hand upo» the old Mon- 
fieur*s Shoulders, whipt over again the Second Time ; 
which quite fpoilM his intended Speech to the great 
Diverfion of all the Spe6tatators. 

In his Youth he was much addidled to Women, 
and took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nuns ; 
which occanon'd the ^een-Mother to refledl on 
him fomething fatyrically once, when he informed 
lier that the Suijffe Soldiers were guilty of great Dif- 
orders, fome of them getting itito the Nunneries ^ 
and violating the Chaility of thofe confecrated 
Females. For the ^een replied. If you had told me 
th^ broke into the Wine-Cellars^ I would beiieveyou : 
■ ' . ' for 
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fir tif Suiflb are aHknnvn Drunkards, But as fir 
Amours witif Nuns^ n&fst/o likehf to make tbem as tbi 

Hovvtycr, all that I have (kid, hinders xutc but that 
he is now a prnck^nt Mask, a good General, and For* 
tunate in n^covermg his Sovereign's Favour. 

In a Woy^» this Court is fo overjoyM at the Mar- 
liage of the iGrin^ wUh the Infiinta of Spain, that thev 
have no Room left for peevifh Reientments. Till 
Criaies aue forgiven ; and the Devil hiiz^elf would 
be wdoome.at the Weddings provided he would be 
debonair add good Company. 

The Nuftiahzxt only celebrated by Proxy Tis ytt : 
But here are vaft Prepai^ations making for the com* 
pleatingihe Cerematy* 

What, the 2ffm of this Marriage and ?iace will be, 
*tis not eafy to divine : But I doubt, the Chriftiant 
are hatching Evil againft the Ottoman Porte, in regard 
all thoPrivces in Europe ate coming to an Agreement. ' 

lUuftrious Kmrnacbam, let not this Intimation pafs 
away as a Dream* For I tell thee again, thefe Jnfi* 
dels are.plouing.of Mlichief. 

Paris, \ft of the jth Moon, 
of. the liar 1660. 



LETTER IX. 

To the fame. 

I Believe thou wilt now receive from me the earli- 
, eft News of a mighty Change, a furprizing Revo- 
lution in the Englijh Government. Know then, that 
he whom I have fo often mentionM under the Title 
of King of the Scots in my former Letters, the eldeft 
§bn and rightful Heir of the Britifi? Kingdoms, 
Cbarlet II. is reftorcd to the ^rone of his Fathers,, 
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withoat Violence or Bloodlhed, by the unanimous- 
Confent and earneft Defire of his Subjects. 

This youn^ Poince has been an Exile for twelve- 
Years in fbragn Courts, and has heard of as many 
feveral Alterations in the State of his Dominions du* 
'ring his Abfence; tvtry Change producing a ntw 
Form of Government. The Rihels had run over ail 
AnfiQtli^ Politicks, and the various Modeb olPUto 
and other fhihfiphers^ who treated of C^mmom^ 
•wealths^ to find out fuch Patterns as beft fuited with 
the Neceffitics and Genius of that Nation. There is. 
not a Species oi Arifiocracy^ Democracy^ and Oligarchy 
which they did not put in Pra&ice to fupport the 
Frame of that Government ^ whofe Bafis they had re- 
moved ; for it was founded on a Monarchy of a long 
and hereditary Defcent. And therefore all their 
moft artificial Contrivances were inefie^tual, and* 
they might as well have endeavour*d to make But- 
trefles for a Caftle in the Air. In a Word, the Eng^ 
/^ found themfeives fo dif-jointed and weakned by 
Civil Wars^ Tuxes y and' the other .ufual ££feas of 
TJ/urpation and Tyranny^ that they had no other Way 
left to (ave their Nathn from utter Ruin^. but hy^ 
bringing their Lawful King back again, who is the 
Angular Stone whereon all their Welfare and Intc- 
xeH is built 

There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn of 
Engli/h Affairs, That their .Sovereign landed and 
made his triumphant Entry into that Ifland, on the 
Anniverjary Day of hia Birth. Which puts me in 
mind of what is generoufly difcourfed here at Paris j 
That on the Day of his Nativity, there was fcien a 
bright Star in the Heavens, when the 'Sun was juft 
above the Meridian. From hence the Aftro/cgers. of 
thofe Times predifted great Things concerning him. 
And thofe of the prcfent Age, who have feen.his 
Fortune to return to his Kingdoms, prefage yet greats 
cr Events to come^ 
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God only knows what Embryo's arc in the Womb 
of Futurity J and wc Mujffuimans have no Rcafon to 
rejoice at the Grandeur of any of thcfc Infidel ?rin' 
ces. Yet fuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing at 
Noon-Day, juft over the Place where a mighty 
Queen was in Labour with a Prince, has fometning 
in it extraordinary, and full of promifiilg Circuni- 
&nces. It was an Appearance of this Nature whicK 
renderM the Birth of the Meffias fo iUuflrious, thb* 
otkerwiie obTcure enough i when the Eaftem Magi 
diredtied by fuch a Star, eame and bvoii Mary tn^ 
Mother oijefus in a Stable, and the Infant Propbef 
lying in a Mangtr, • inftead of a- Cradle, So we are 
told, that Edipfes of the Sun portend the Misfor- 
tune or Death ofgreat Perfonages ; and that all other 
Prodigies, whether in Heaven or Earth, have their 
proper Signification. 

But whether thefe Obfervatibns be true or no, 'tis 
certain this late banifhed Prince is returned withr 
abundance of Splendor and Advantage to his native- 
Royal PoiTeffions. And I thought it would be a 
grand Negled in me, to let one Poft-Day pofs, be« 
K>re I gave thee an Account of a Revolutipn (a 
aftonilhing to all tutotey and which is like to give 
a new Turn to the Affairs of mofi: Chriftian Princes 
and States. 

Befides, I know there is an AmbafTador from Eng- 
land refiding at the Augufi Forte, which deter- 
mines the Quarrels of all the Nations on Earth. 
There are aSb abundance of Et^li/h Merchants in 
the Imperial Gty. They may have Feuds among . 
ene another. The Intereft of^fome of them is join'd 
with that of the Englijh Rebels ; others are for their ^ 
King. Therefore knowing of his Reftordtion, thou 
wilt oe better able to adjuu all Matters of this Na- 
ture, according to Reafon, Equity, and the Honour 
of the majeftick Perte. For this King makes al- 
ready a greater Figure than any of his Progenitors,. 
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and therefore his Friendtfiip is not to be con- 
temnM. 

The Careof thefe Thio^ reft on thee, who art 
the Ficar^i Vicar of ^t Fkegerenf of God. 

Paris, 3^ of the yih Moen, 
of theTtar 1660. 



LETTER X. 

^0 Mchcmet, an exil'd Eunuch, ^/Caire 

in Egypt. 

OH that I were in one of the Pjramids near the 
City were thoa refideft, ihut up in inmen* 
ious Darknefs, in the moft obfciuv and horrible 
Vault of the RrfalPiU ! That I might converfe with 
th Gbofit oi Egyptian Kings, hag Demons in my 
Arms, and run the Gerit with Hobgoblins, and all the 
^irits of the Night round the Tomb of Cbeots, or up 
and down the difmal Galleries, or in the Neft ik Bats, 
Streech^OwIs, HofrfieSf and the rdl of the winged 
Monflers, the excromentitiotu ''Spawn of human 
Souls, or at leaft the Superfetatint of pickled Car- 
cafles, repoiited there for eternal Mummies, fomt 
of them before Noabi*s Flood, and the r0ft after, if 
the Story be true. God knows whether it be or no : 
That's nothing to me : But I have a ftrong htcknu" 
iim to try what I can find in thofe antiqot. il6iv«- 
mniSt after all the Search of fo many Travellers, I 
have a fpecifick Sort cS Melantholy upon me, 
which cannot be vented any 6ther Way» than by 
keepine Company with the Dead, or having Ten 
homhred thoafand ugly rampant Spirits dancing 
their Infernal Meafures about me, and grinning 
like Baboons of HelL Oh Goo ! how 'twould kt 
tne a laughing t An Entertainment of this Nature 

. * would 
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would eaf^ my Spleen, and reftore me to a good Hii- 
mbiir. . - . • : *t.. , 

Ate there no 5^/agj extant, but thofe wjiich are 
ever/ Day cxppfed to Oflr Senles ? Or, is Nature 
^poorer than tlfe Imagination ojf a MojrtjU, which 
can form the .Ideas of an Infinity of trtflturei that 
he ncvctt- faW ? I ani cloV*^ Vith the Crarnhg of 
Gbje«s ^ndf Joys which iihere harrow ZTemjiu zt 
ford, and tljerefore ^ould Jiin ftrbp^ out fome new 
atrd tintri'd World, to M.ftefre%ient in. * ^ 
' But oh, my ^themet; wh^ni look toward the 
Heavens, and behoid the Mooh and Stars ; iifhea 
ipy Eye is loft in the boundlef^ Firipaiiicnt, iad 
my Sdulcsiti find nO LMtsto tlie Vrnver/ei then T 
fihk iht6 inyfdf, ffiU of humility an^^ConfK 
becaufe I have injuribufly reproach'd the bmnipQt^ 
arid oiSi Obloquies on his H^'orks. FprallTliinei 
appear admiral^Iy beautiful and perfed, ^d the leaS 
Jtom is large enough to afford Ap^irtments for \ 
Thou/and Souls. Every thing in, Nature is precTjant 
and full of picaiing Wonders : Yet I cannot be free 
from thefe Hypochondriac Fits at, certain SeaW 
. I am fometimes the faoaeft and moft melanciolv 
Man in th^ World, I take all Things by the Wrona 
Handle, look on them through falfe Opticks *^d 
yet perfuade myfelf I am in the right, and fee them 
in their true Complexion. Such is the fatal So- 
phiftry of this black and fudden Paffion ; it takes 
away the Guft and Relifh of the fweeteft Enjoy-^ 
ments. And if the Contagion . could poffibly find 
Admittance among the blefs*d above 5 furcly 'twould 
render their P^ri?^/^ a Hetl, and. wbuid aferd 
fome Ground for the Fiftiohof the ancient P^^ 
who brought up the Ufe of Netenthe amooff the 
Gods, to appeafe their Choler, and put 'em in a aood 
Humour. ©'^vh 

I know not what that Drink was : But I tell thee, 
my Nefenthe is a Glafs of goo4 langue^c Wi^ 

whick 
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whidi is as rich, and far more delicious than the 
Wines of Tifiiiht and MityUne, I once could boaft of 
another Method to fubdoe my Melancholy, by giving 
Battle to my Thoushti in ofen Field 1 but now I am 
fdm to have recounc to Stratagems and Ambuicades, 
trepanning the ugly, hideous Monfters out of their 
ftrong Retrenchments and Faftneffiss in the Soleen, 
by generous Frolicks and Wine, Women and Mo^ 
lick. I bury all Care in profound Sleep, the ILfkGt 
' of briik and free drinking : And than I awake as 
merry as a Lark ; asyoungasif rdbeeninM^/«*s 
Cauldron. 

What fignifies it to pretend SandUty in our Words 
and exterior Carriage* whilil at the fame Time we 
are ready to burft with Malice, Pride, Ambition, 
Avarice,, and a Thoufand more Vices I Whereas, 
Wine, feafonably 4rank, cures all thefe Diftem^ 
pers of the Soul, makes a Mifer liberal, a cruel 
Man tender, a ff>ightful Fellow kind ; melts SdS 
and hauehty Spirits into a wonderful Sofbefs^and 
Complaiuince : In fine, it makes a Lamb of a 
Lion, and changes a Vulti^re to a Dove, purifying 
and transforming Souls into a Temper wholly Di- 
vine. 

Why then (hould we be ty'd to Laws of Moralit/y 
never pradisM by thofe who made them ? All the 
Philofophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet himfelf privately drank the Juice of the 
Grape. Our Emperors and- Grandees- do the fame. 
The only Reafon why they forbid it to their Sdb- 
jcfts, is, leftthey fhould grow too wife,- and ftrive 
to fhake* of the Yoke : For Wine elevates the Spi- 
rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a. Slave 
te a Lord in his own Conceit. For Want of this 
Liquor, all Nations where the Vine grows not, have 
found out one Beverage of another, as efficacious 
tfll relieve Mdaricholy, and drive away Sorrow 
fpom the Heart. The Chinefe make Wine of Rice. 

In 
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In my Cotmtiy they have another intoxicating Drink, 
compounded with certain Roots. The fame is ufed 
in iome Parts of Ferfia. In the(e Weftem Pro-^ 
vincesy they brew divers Sorts of flrong Liaaors of. 
^Wheat» Barley, Honey, Molpfla\ and other In-, 

fredients. And they make Wine of Apples, Piears, 
Cherries, Currants, and moft Fruits that grow. I. 
tell theCr my Friend, there's no living, unlefs we 
fometimes give Natun a new Ferment to rouze her 
from her Lees. 

Yet let uspradice a doe Mediocrity* remembrino' 
that God gave us thefe Things for our Health and^ 
Refreihment, and not for our Bane. In a Word>., 
Mehemtt^ let us be merry and wife. 

Paris, 26th ofthe%tb Moon,, » 

of the Tear 1660. 



L E T T E R XI. 

To Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Secre^^ 
tary to tht Ottdman Empire 

IHave taken fome Pains, turn'd over a great many 
Memoirs of old Courtiers^ and convttfed with 
not a few now living, who can remember the Days 
of Henry IV. that lol may comply with thy Order, 
and oblige thee with fome Remarks on the Life of 
thatPrincei. who tho' he had but a little Body^ yet 
like another Jkxander^ had fo vaU a Soul, and per- 
formed fuch illnftrious Aflfions, as defervedly faften'd 
onrhim the Title of Great, and made him be efleem'd 
Ae Arbiter of all Europe. 

1% is obfcrved of him, that he was always un* 

fortunate in his Wive&j yet they relate a pretty 

..... J ....,- . Piflage 
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Paflag^ of Jiis ^rft Wife Margarft of Faiois, ^hicK 
fecms to contradifi: that Remark. 

He wa9 then a froteftanty aqd only King of Na^ 
^varrtf wh^n the famous Majfacre of Paris was com- 
mitted^ with De^gn to murder him among the i^ 
of hi^ Religipn. But being aw^re of this, when 
1^ heard the Ajjbjfftm making toward hh Chamber,- 
where he (at with thie Queen, he hid himfelf under 
her Garment! as (he late in her Chan:. The 'Villain;^ 
riifhing in,"^ ' aik*d for the King. She with a great 
Afliirance of Spirit, told *cm. He nvent out from her 
im a Pajptai They feeming fatisfy'd, went away 
without doing any &t^her H^rt. ,Which occafionM a 
common JeH, Thai '^en Margaret*/ Smock fa<ved 
Ki% Henry'/ Life: 

This Woman was callM the Mintraia and F^nusjQ^ 
France^ on the Score of her Learning ai|d'Ampurs» 
never denying any thing to her Lovers,* and being 
fddanLWithoul Men. of Scienci in her Compaaf « la 
a Word, King Henry lookM on ,himfelf as a noted 
Cuckold^ and fo.gaveJher a "Sill o^ Di<vorce. Her own 
Mother Katherine de Mtdicis^ was called the phurtb 

It is recorded of this La^y, th^, ihe pradiis^d 
much with Wizards and Magicians, who in an £n 
chsuited Glafs, fhew^d .her who fliouU r^ign in 
France for the Time to come. Firft appeared this 
Heniy IV. then I^ovi/XIII. next LiwisHV/. and 
after him a Pack of Jefiiu^ who ihpuld ^t>cJiik the 
Monarchy, and govern the Nafionstjiieiiil^lves. Xhis 
GJafs is to be ieen in th^JfCijng's PaJieicjf to this t)ay» 
' As for Henry lV*s .Second Wife, 'tis (aid, he ne* 
yer enjoy Ma feaceaBle Hourynik her, but when ibe 
wasaueep. They often fought t<^;ther, and (he^ 
fparM not fometimes to beat and (cratch, him evea 
in his Bed, fo that h^ .has beea^forccd to.qujt the 
field, and uke ISan^tuary in another Chax^jJber. 
Tida Pidnce was tax'd with Ingratitude towards his 

moft 
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moft faithful Servants, ^nd Want, of L^b^rality to 
ftil. It was a common faying of his Predeeefor 
Henry III. not be Jba/d bis Kingdm nvith bis 
Lffyai Servants and Friends. Bat Henry JV. Ibf'd »ot 
to part with any Thing' which he could handfomtly 
keep. 

Yet he was very obliging to his M^ftreffes, and his 

PafHonfor them carried him into many Irregularities. 

He was fo deeply enamoured of one, that to enjoy 

her he iign'd a Proijaife of Marriage to her with his 

own BIo^ ; which one of his Fa'vouritesitmg^ tore 

the Paper in Pieces. The King being incenfed at 

that, fwore by the Belly of St. Gris, an ordinary 

Oath with him, that this Perfon was mad. Tes, 

'■ rcplyM he, but Inxsijh I tvere tbe only Madman in 

*ibe Kingdom. Thereby refleding on the King^s 

Extravagancy. Another Time he gave Fifty thou- 

fand Crowns, for one Night*8 Enjoyment of a 

'Lady. 

I have many Years ago fpoke of the Death of this 
' Prince in my Letters to the Minifters of the* P0rti. 
Now I mil acquaint Aee with one Circomfbmoep 
to whith I was then A Stranmr. 

Tf hd^pdiMy diat .the Viceref eX Hafot^rre WftS 
walking with ieveiral Nobles m die Meadows of 
' Beam, - a Town under his Jnrifdiftion, wafh*d 1^ 
the River Pau, When on a fudden all the C^wsp 
(of which there was a ereat Namber in thdfe Fields) 
Tan viol^ntty into the River, and were thene 
drownM. The f^iceroy being aftouiih'd at this, at 
at i Prbdi^^ writ down the Day and Hoar when it 
happeif d, which proV*d exaftly the very (ameTlme 
to a Minute, when Hienry ;IV. wa^ (kibM ^ his 
Coach by Ravaillac ; as the Viceroy was (bon cer* 
tify'd by Difyatcbes which he received from theX7tf«r/, 
containing Intelligence of that tragedy. 

All this may ht pure Cbance, for aught I know, 
but there are Abundance of Symptoms of fomething 

elfe. 
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•Ift. Aft for Man, he is wholly a Stranger to him- 
felfy and the fecret Operations of his own Soul are 
hid fiom him. How then can he know the Na- 
tures of other Things, or be familiarly acquainted 
with the occult Dlk>ofitions of Beafts ? The leaft 
Worm or Inieft ^ balHes our fevereffc .Scmtinyr 
and we are loft in the Speculation of their Em- 
ifyo^t. The moft filent and inanimate Beings, pro- 
claim aloud the Folly of our boafted Science ;• 
Every jf/om in Nature, ridicules our beft Philofin 
phy. Who then will pretend to unriddle the more- 
uncommon Myfteries of Providence, or trace ther 
Footfteps of eternal Deftiny ? Hifbrians fpeak va- 
riottfly of this Parricide; Some (ay, the Villain* 
was approved of at the Court of Rome, and thar 
he was there ranked in the Number of Martyrs. 
*Tis certain, he underwent as horrible a Death as- 
the Wit of Man could invent, to punifh his match- 
leisTreafon^ Aud^t feems,. the Judges that exa- 
mined him,, were either afraid, or aSiamM to di*- 
vttlge what they heard from his Mouth : Obliging, 
themfelves bv an Oath to eternal Secrecy. Ra- 
nmillae himfelf own'd that he.bad twice belc»ie at^ 
tempted' ta kilf the King, but was thmft back b^ 
one of his Nobles, who infpe^d feme ill Defign wp 
hift Looks i 

Sage H'amit^ may God preferve our glorious- 
Sultan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a Ji<w* 
^ Phyiidaa^ and from the common DiMers of ho* 
man Life. And the Care of his Attendants will pre-^ 
vent the fudden Strokes of a defperate Affi#B. 

Paris, 25/^ ofthi %th Mwn,. 



LlB^Tn 
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LETTER XII. 

■ 

Ta Mtrilapha, Berber Aga. 

THIS City is now as fall' of Noife and LigKts^ 
as foofe Cities of jffit are at an Eeiipfe of t&e 
Moon, or v^Confianfinoplt is dnrine the Faft of JTtf- 
mefcstn. "l^n near Midnight, and yet here's foch a 
Medley of Noifes compounded of the loud Acclk- 
mations of Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of 
Drums, ' Sound of Trdmpets, and other Mufical In- 
fhruments, witli4iie Thunder of Sky-Rockets, Guns, 
and other Fire- Works, that a Body woold think onc'a 
ielf in a Battle or Sic^. 

The OecafioD of aU this, is the poblick Entry of 
the new-maitiid King and ^mmt, it bein^p the firft: 
Time they hav^ feen Fm^s fince die Nt^tiaJs. Nei- 
ther' my Tongue nor Fen son able to exprefi to the- 
Lifep; tie jaiaiitable pomp and Magnificence that 
lateappeA^ inr Day in the Royal Train, and in t£e 
P<fl^iaMtiotts which the City made ta leoeive diem. 
The LnftreefSilver^ Goldi, and pxrcioaa Singm^ 
dbszled Qne*s Eyes fimii 9& Parts i and I could have 
wifh'd for a Mu/fklman Army, to have been at the 
• Plunder of fuch iinmenfe Riches. Yet there were 
Forty thottfand of the Cidzens, and J&s^*s Gnarda 
in Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 

The Monarch with his Royal Spoufe appear*d 
ftated on a Majeftick Throne, all glittering with 
Gold and Diamonds. It was raifed on High, and 
there were feveral Stns or Dames to afcend up ta 
k. On thefe wete placed the Princes of the Blood; 
the Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other 
Grandees and Nobles ^ as alfo Princeflb^ DuchdSes, 
and Ladies of the firft Quality. 

HTwas at the Foot of this Throne, there were 
aude iimiuiiecablc Speeches^ and Cong^tulatory 

Addre^a 
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AddrefTes by the Priefts and Monks of all Orders, 
by the Students in the Academy, and by the feveral 
Companies .of Tj^deljoeo'. ' IBut* that «^ich was moft 
furprizing, a certain Urange Maid utterM feveral Ora* 
iions in Latin^ Greeks Fmtcb^ and Spa^ifif, wherein 
ihe magnified the King*s heroick Undertakings, his 
wonderful Succe&s, great Wifilofa 'aod Courage, 
with other Virtuesy which ihe n^de theSubjcA of 
her P.inegerlck. She ^o no lefs extolPd the Q^een^s 
matclileis Beauty, the Greatnefs of her Binh, the 
royal Endowment of her Mind ; and condaded 
with receding on the Joy of all Eti^pe, for this 
illulh-ious Match, and Alliance of two the moil po- 
tent Crowns in Cbrifiendom, -tt»>H 

She delivered herfelif with fuch an incoiRparable 
Grace and Modedy, as drew the £yes «n4 &U9 of 
all that were prefent. And /lii faid di^Kiog was 
extremely pleafed with hiftt i miicb.opAie the Qgdep, 
who had never before c&coanM'd 4l le^nifd » i^e- 
Biale. 

The French Ladies have for many \fgf^ aF|4ied 
Ihemfelves to the Study oif Langua^^t^ FhiJtfithy. 
But 'tis not fo in ^^^n^. wheiie the Men aoe loo li- 
£orous to the Fair to allow thftoa that Liberty. They 
dre as morofe (9 Womn at iha Mwr/, from whoat 
II great Part of that Na$wn aiae faid to defoeod. £«e- 
ly Country in Europe has fuff»'4 mi^ty Chaogjef » 
h^ the fnfurfions and C^nquefis of the miers^ Goehe^ 
Bunsi and VaudaU. So that 'tis dificult to trace the 
OrsgiMol of any People in fuch a Hotcb-Potch of Fo* 
reign Blood: Neither haye they any Care of tbeir 
Genealogies i as we Arahifins haye ixi the Eafi. 
, . Illuftrious jk^s tho' it figftifies nothing to fprtng 
€f a noble St^ck, unlefs we inherit the Virtues of qisr 
jSnceftors, as well aa their fplendid Titles and Eftates;! 
Yet *tis both profitable and pleafant to have by ns a 
Regifter of our Families^ that leading their Cha* 
xmfx% and \axmk Anions, we may imitate their 

£xamp]c8» 
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Exaihpte, And add td tlic Glof ^ of the Trihi from 
whkh wc defcend. 

Paris, 6th of the %'th Mion, 
of ike Year 1660. 



LETTER Xlil. 
T^o E^net Oglou. 

I Know not whether I fiiall fintfh the Letter I 
begin ; or, if I do, whether it will be abovfe 
Ground, or in the Botvelfi of the Earth. Hb werer, I 
cannot forbear writing to thee, my dear Friend^ tho* 
both the Paper and I, with the Hoafe wherein I 
lodge, and all this beautiful City, may, for aught I 
know,' be trairfported to; another Region before Moi'-^ 
nipg. Nay, *ti6 poffible this very nour may people 
Elyiium with a new Cotony Iroro Francis and Paris 
m^y defcend with all her magnificent Palaces to the 
Shades below, changing the B^nks of the River 
Seyne^ for thoh of Acheron ot Sty j(j and the refrefh' 
ing Airs of Champagne ^ for the choaking Sulphurs of 
HelL In a Word, we have felt the Mehaccs of a 
terrible Earthquake this Evening, but as yet we have 
fuffered no Damaget 

When I livM in Jfia^ |n Earthquake was almoft 
as common as the Tearly Re'voiution of a Summer and - 
Winter : And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
did of Lightning, HaiU or Rain. Befides, ontMaf 
fulman encouragM another, and the general Faitk 
of True Believers confirmM us all. That wc 
ought to be reiignM to God, and to the Appoint- 
ments of Eternal Deftiny, whether it were for Plea- 
fore or Pain, Good or Evil, Life or Death. But 
now I have been fo long difus'd to thefe ConvuU 
fions of the Globe, (for I have not felt one above 
thefe Two and twenty Years) and am alfo fepara- 

ted 



46 LETTERS^nV hy Vol. VL 

ted from the Society, of the Faithfbl ; that I am be- 
come like the reft of the World, and eren like diefe 
Jnfdels^ timorous, aftonifhed, void of Reafon* and 
c» litde or no Faith. 

My Mind at firft ftagger^d as much as my Bodj^ 
when I was waking crdls my Chamber, and felt the 
Floor rock under me with that iingular Kind of 
Motion, which no human Jrtot /(7rf^ can imitate. I 
foon concluded *twas an Earthquake ^ but knew not 
how to bear that Thought with Indiflerence. Death 
is fiimiliar to nie in any other Figure, but that of 
being fo furprizingly buried alive. It appeared hor- 
rible to fink on a fudden ipto an unknown Grave;, 
I luiew not whether: Perhaps I mieht ^11 into 
fome dark Lake of Water ; or it may be, I tnight 
he drench'd in a River of Fire, or be dafli'd on a 
Rock : For, who can tell the Difpoiition of the 
Can/ems below, or what Sort of Apartments we ihall 
find under the Surface of the Earth ? We walk on 
the Battlements of a marvellbus Strn^re, a Globe 
full of tremendous Secrets. And whether Nature or 
DeJIifrf, Providence or Chance y <x,csS\on\ht Ruptures 
that we find are made in divers Parts of the Earthy 
it matten not much, fo long as we are in Danger of 
tumbling in. Such a terrilble Fall would put the 
heft Philofopher in the World out of Humour^ ^ 
and (poll all his Reafbning. Fm fare \twould vex 
me thus in a Trice to be plundered of my Thoughts. 
Which makes me either wonder at the Vanity of 
Empedodesy if he threw himfelf into the flaming 
Chafm of Mount ^tna^ only for the Sake of being 
efteemed a God (as the common Report is ;) or 
gives me Reafon to conclude, he had fome other 
£nd in his venturous Leap. Since 'tis not probable, 
that empty Fame could be efteemed by that great 
Sage, as his final Happinefs. A much eafier Way 
had Ariftotle^ who, difguftedat his Ignorance of the 
Fikv atnid i?^»x of the Seaj threw himfelf in, to put 

an 
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an End to his DJ/quifitions, if the Story be true. But 
I can -hardly believe the Stagyrite was fuch a FeaL I 

fuefs of other Men, according; to the Experience I 
aye of myfelf. lam as Tittle foUicitous about 
Death as Any Man .; yet I fhould be unwilling to 
hurl my felf out of the World ^eadloog, without a 
J'irm 6r a fufta, I love new Experiments^ but am 
not very fond of foch as take from us irrecoverably 
the Means of trying any more. 

We had News here of an Earthquake which has 
overthrown Part of the Fyreniean Mountains, fbme 
Days before this * happened at Farts ihox, few re] 
':Saraed it. Calamities at a DifUmce frighten no Bo' 
dy : Yet thoTe which we feel, put us all in Tears^ 
For my Part, it has this Eifed on me, that I am 
improved in my CareleiTnefs, and become fearful 
jof nothing. And, 1 think, there is Reafon on my 
'Side, fince all my Care, Apprehenfion and Forecafl, 
jcsxi never defend me from the Underminings of the 
Omnipotent. 

Paris, i^thoftheiuhMom 
tftbe Tear 1 660. 



LETTER XIV. 

^0 Hamet, Rets EfFendi, Principal Secre- 
iary «f the Ottoman Empire. 



L 

Duti 



ET not the Diilance of Time between my Let* 
_ Urs prompt thee to conclude,' I forget jny 
uty ; or that I am carelefs to oblige fo illuftrious a 
Friend, I have many Ohiigatims to difcharge ; and 
therefore endeavour to hufband my Hours to the 
beft ^^<i;tfxr/a^fy and fo to divide my Dijpatcbes^ that 
the Grand Signior may be ferv'd, iktDi<uan informed 

of 



'1 



48 L E T r E H s H^rit by Vol. VI. 

gf all material Emergeocles, and the Expedations of 
each i\i7«//7^r gratified. 

As to the Reign QiLi^is XHI. it was ihar'd fuc- 
cepvely becween the Martfcbal (T Ancre, th« Dukt 
of LuineSf and Cardinal Kkhelieu. The firft was 
the ^tuen-Moiher*^ Favourite ; the fecond was the 
Kini^ i as for the third, be was abfolute Mailer both 
of tne Kingy ^een, and Kingdom. 

During the Ai>// Minority indeed, ^uetn Marf 
de MUiciSy the 'Relia of Henry IV. took tEe Regtnty 
into her own Hands, aud managM Things in an ar^ 
bitrary Manner. But the Primes of the Blood, with 
other Grandees, not able to brook the Government 
of a Woman, confpirM againii her. Among theie 
were the Prince of Conde, Father to the prcfent 
Prince, and the Duke oiBovillon^ The former was 
a bold Man, and duril do any Thing that was brave: 
The latter was a cunning Statefman. 

They cabalPd not fo privately, but the ^uetn- 
Mother was acquainted with their Meetings, and the 
Duke of BovilJon was thc'firilE Wiio kniew his Parfjf 
was betrayM. This Intelligence was brought him 
from affur*d Hands, whilft he was fitting with the 
Prince of Conde, and other Nobles at the Place of their 
private Rendezvous. Whereupon he acquainted 
them with it,, exhorting jlII to abscond immediately, 
lefl they (hould he /eix^d on the Spot, But they re- 
torting, That the ^^en would not venture on an 
A^ion of fuch dubious Confequence ; he darted up 
and took his Leave of 'em, with thefe Words, " My 
*« Lords, you may foUow your own Counfel. Til 
•« immediately to Horfe, and efcape to Sedan^ in 
** my Stockings: Where, if they make' me wear 
" out a Pair as an Exile ; by Hea<veiis, FU make them 
«* wear out a Thoufand Pair of Boots. ^^ 

His Words came to pafs, and the £f!e6l was a di- 
minutive Ci<vil War ; when the^«^^« was forced to 
raife an Ariiiy to reduce this Prince to Obedience, 

the 
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the reft of his Party being imprifonedy as foon as ft^ 
heard of his Flight, 

Whilft thefe Diffurbances !aft(fd, the Jl/«^r/ were 
expeird out of Spain to the Number of Six hun- 
dred thoufand. Part of thofe who livM toward the 
Maritime Coafts went by Sea into Africk, The 
reft, whofe Re£dence was farther within Land, 
foqght a Paflage over the Pyremean Mountains, and 
fo mrough the Southern Provinces (A Trance ; ofFcring 
a Ducaf a Head to the Vicerojf of Na'varre^ for 
their fafc Condudl. He, out of Curiofity coming 
to fee thefe Travellers,^ and beholding them rag- 
ged and almoft naked, with Vifages like Qho/fs^ 
took Pity on them, and gave them Liberty .of 
Paflage ^r^//j; faying, ** God forbid I (houl<^xt6rt 
" fo much Money xvom thefe 'miferable Wretches,. 
** who are abandon'd to the wide World.'* 

But it feems his 'Compaflion was nccdiefs. For 
thefe Muffultnen were too cunning for him, having 
their fqualid, torn Garments, quilted all over with 
Gold and ppccibus Stones. Which occafioned all 
Peopfe to ridicule the Fic^foy^ Eafiftefsj^ and to call, 
him the Friend of the G/^^flaJ/^/. 

I fliould appear too partik^ in i^fleftjjig fetiri- 
cally.on thi$ Prince^' wWe Generoiity <Jerefves 
Praife : Yet I cannot but fmile at the "Craft of the 
Moorsy whereby they not only efcaped paying theac- 
cuftomed Tribute of' PalTengers, but alfo blinded 
thefe Infidels J and took from them the Sufpipon 
of grfea'ter Riches ; which if they had once known^ 
perba{» not i Moor (hoiild have cahied.a Piece of 
Money along with him irtto-^ic^. " / 
' Ihis- Paflage leemM; worthy of! thy Itnowledge, 
fiBce it in Part rcfembles the famous Dtrparture of the 
IfratliUi out of ^^#/, tho* it comes fhort of the Rob- 
bery and Plunder which they' committed- on the In- 
habitants the Day before they began their Tourjne.y. 
However, this Story may iffoid thfe'c fomc Divert 
tifment. * D X^s 



As to ^ Matfoal .i" Antrty the. Queen's Favoa- 
rite in his Life iind Death, "he wa$ compared to &• 
janus,^ bring qualified with the like Virtues and Vi. 
ces, and having much the (^me Fortune ; his Body 
^fter havfng been draggM about the Street by the 
J^abbie, was at laft torn to Pieces. 

If thou woulcTft know hpw the Duke of Luifres obr 
©in'd the King'i Favour, it wa§ by Ingratitude. Forj 
Avhenjbe and his Brother were firft brought to Coart, 
diey were both To poor, t^at they had but one Cloak 
^twelin them i and for that Reafon could not g# 
abroad together. Yet being recommended to the 
JCing by a certain Noblemaii for excellent Takonen 
•chey were received into Favour. But they abufed 
the K^ndneis of their Patrqu ; ' and infinuating ma- 
licious Things into the Kinj^ Fa^ again/l the Noble- 
man and tus Family^ cauM him to tne'baniihM ^m 
the,Court« After which (hey manji^ed all Things. 
Theh fucceeded Cardinjil RicielUu m the chief Mi- 
niftr)' ; of whom I have laid a great deal in n^y fbrnvei: 
Letters to the Grandees of the Porte i and thou wilt 
£nd them in the Regijler. I will now add, what I 
never mentioned before, that he was very ambitious 
tto besought agoqd' Judge ofVerfi^ He gave to one 
Pbet for^ a witty Conceit in his Court of Arms, tv^'o 
thouland Sequins, tho* "'twas but a Verfe 9ffei*en Words. 
Another he promoted to an Ecclejiaflical Dignity 
worth a Thouland a Year for conipanng him to the 
Primum Mobile » But he caufed a third to & kickM out 
of Doors for hisObflinacy in denying to alter a Word 
of his Poem, which the CardinaJ diuiked.. ' 

This Miriiflicr was very revengeful^ . ' and amongft 
other EfkQf& of h}s Tcpiper, none was tnore taken 
' AOtice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Mon- 
fieur^de Thou, whom the. Cardinal cut off for noother 
£eaibn» but becaufe his Father in a Gemral Hifioty 
^vhich he wrote, had reprefented one of RicheUett% 
ibiceilore under a y^xy igncpinioi^s an4 4bomina^ 

* blc 
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blc Figure. .That IJiftprian vf^ the renowned 
lifuanuj of whom I fuppofe thou hall heard. 

As to King Leivis XIII. himfclf, he was efleem'd a 
;great DiStmhlcr ; accu&omed to carefs thofe with 
more than ordinary Endearments, whom he deiign- 
ed fudd^nly to rain : Whence it gKW to a Pr^verl^ 
IB his Tin^e at the FrenchC&urty when th^y faw,j an^ 
l^obleman imird on, to fay. His Bvfintfi isJone. It 
cannot be denied that thb Prince had a great Spirit* 
and fome Wifdom; yet he was obrerv^.d to take 
Delight in many petty A-dions unbecoming Royal 
MajTfly, He would fpend much of his Time ia Paint-s 
ing, suid fend for themoft famous Mailers in that Art 
to view his Works. An equal Inclination he fhewed. 
to Mufick : And fometimes he was ambitions to h€ 
fought a gOod Cook. Once h^ made a great Pally 
with his own Hands, filling it vfith Ftnifin only £t 
for the Mouths of InfidtU^ 'vt%. The Ffefh of Ikgi 
Wol'ves and foxesy . with other ahomi^nble Animals^ 
of which it is not lawful for a ^r$u. Btllevtr to tafie^. 
This he caufed to be fervM up to a Table at a FeaH 
which b( made to. fome oC hi3 Courtiers, who to ho* 
aour the King's Handy- Work^ cat greedily of the 
horrid J>iih« and highly praifed his Skill ; whilH he 
•diverted himfelf ,with laughing ^t them. . he. Had 
many other fuch Freaks . as thefe, which renderM 
him contenlptible and ridiculous to the Grandees of 
his. Kingdom. In a Word, he was imore reverenced 
Abrpad that at Home. And this was owing ta 
<he ConduA of Cardinal Rkhslieu, who was juilly 
cileemed the very Genius of Fr^tici. 

Illuilrious .Miniiler, all that I have laid of this 
■Monarch fpeaks .him but a Man : And no body i» 
wife at all . Times. But the- Follies of Princes ara 
<nore confpicaous, than thofe of meaner Perfons. 

Paris,' 1 5/^ gf" ih' 1 2th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 

D 2j ^ LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

I'o Mahummcd in the Defari, 

MAY the Angel of Peace pitch hi3 Pavilion 
at the Entrance of that bleffed Cave, where 
cuou refided. May thy Soul feel calm and undi« 
ihirbed Joys, and for ever repofe in Divine Tran- 
quillity ; whilft the red of the World are moleft- 
ed with perpetual Cares and Fears, Broils 'and En- 
mities ; Pafllons within, and Furies without : In a 
Word, whilil they are always in Danger of one ano- 
ther, of themfelves, andof the Elements which com- 
pound their Nature. 

O Man, highly belovM of God, Favourite of 
the Angels, Care of Heaven, * and the Angular 
Parling of Providence. The Palm of an Almighty 
Hand is exi^ded under thee when thou nttdl 
down or walkeffc, always ready to fnatch thee up 
^m the Calamities which ^ threaten this lower 
World, and lift thee to Paradife, where the Af* 
iembly of the Juift wait for thy Prefence. 

There has been an Earthquake lately in thefe 
Parts, which has put all France into a great Con- 
flernation^ ailoniihM every Body, and incres^ed the 
Thoughtfulnefs of the Wife. The firft Eifeas 
of it were felt by the Inhabitants of the Pyremei^ 
which are certain Mountains dividing France and 
^fain, Ther9'i't.did great Mifchief; overwhelming 
fome Medicinal Baths, many Houfcs, and deftroying 
hundreds of People. Only one Mofque or Church, 
which funk into the Caverns below, was thrown 
«p again, and ftands. very £rm, but in another 
Place, This is lookM upon as a great Miracle, ef- 
pecially by the French^ who, for aught I know, may 
cenftire partially, favouring their own Interefl \ in 

regard 
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re^rd'this Chorch has been difputed between thenk 
and the Spaniards^ each Nation clai ring Right to 
sty as Handing before exadUy on the Frontier Line. 
But now their Quarrel ~ is unconteflably decided, for 
Hs removed by this Conynlfion of the Globe, neaf 
half a League frcm its former Situation, which is 
fo far within the acknowledefd Limits of France, 
Thb the French Priefts magnify as an apparent Proof 
of the Juftice of their Pretenfions, ' and the People 
fcem very willing to believe it. 

*As for me, 1 have another Opinion of Earth- 
quakes, and am perfuaded, that they are as natural 
as the Winds, which no Man knows how to draw 
into any Part;y or Faftion, unlefb we believe the 
Stories of the Lapldhd Witches, I'm perfuaded that 
this Globe is much more ancient than the Genera- 
lity of Mankind imagine "it to be ; that it has un- 
dergone various Changes by the Predominance of 
Fire and Water : And that it is now hailening to- 
ivards another Revolution. I believe the central 
Fire has eaten its Way almoft to the Surface, and 
kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, and other infla- 
jnable Matter, which it meets with in its circular 
Afcent. Thefe; corroding and daily confiiming their 
•wn Vaults, approaching alfo fometimes t<k> near 
the vaft Receptacles of mbterranean Waters which 
lie nearer the Surface, overheat thofe Lakes ; which 
being thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up in 
the Hollow of the Globe, ftrive to break forth with 
immenfe Violence, which caufes that Heaving and 
Rocking of the Superficies that fo terrifies Mortals. 
I But then the Caule is very deep and far from us. 
Forwhe^e the Surface is (hallow, in fuch Pafiions 
of the Globe, the Earth commonly breaks and tum- 
bles in, with whatfoever is upon it. Nay, w|iolc Cities 
fometimes have been thus fwallowed up. And the 
' Danger is eaiily foreknown by a (hort fnatching and 
Trepidation of the Ground^ Houies^ Trees^ Men, 
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and every Thing within its Reach v for then the 

Convulfion is generally fatal. But where the Mo- 
tion is heavy, gfkve and regular, *tis a Sign that 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. 
^nd this it fa much the more evident, by how 
much farther the Earthquake is felt above Ground. 
For the nearer any fuch PaiCon ^happens to the 
Centre, it muft be granted, that its Force is ex* 
tended the wider on the Gircumference. This de- 
pends on a Mathematical Demon^ation, and there 
needs no more be iaid to thee who art confummate 
^n the Sciences. 

What I efteem a due Reflexion on this is. That 
tho' there be no Peril in thefe remote Earthquakes^ 
yet we know not how foon they will come nearer 
to us ; neither can we be aflur^, where or when 
they happen, or how far they will reach. It fbl* 
lows therefore by a natural Confequence, That 
Ance theie Things are unavoidable, and all the Wit 
of Man cannot invent a Means to efcape fmkipg 
^to the Bowels of the Earth where it breaks in* 
we-ought ft>becarele(s and indifierent what Death 
l^e die, and only t>e fpUicitous \o live like Mep, that 
X9> according to Reafon. For whether our Souls Air- 
yive or no, *twill be comfortably to ejq>ire in i?ef^,: 
mod fiUl pf our own |nnoc^nc^. 

afthcfettr |66o. 
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BR£ b now like to br a gmt 
Change at t^s Coum- Or3inai 
Mazarim k 4c«d. He died at the 
Cafik of the ^w<^ of -f^tmiinms^ 
on tke9tK ofthkJkTM^^ having b«iv 
fick a long Timt . 'Hitre hanpened 
» great Fire at ^ Lawvn^ (fo tkey mil jhe 
King's PaUc&\n thi* City) aboftt five Weeks a^d 
which obliged the Cardinaly who lodged thei^ at 
that Tioe^ te^reflMve to.his o«m Hoafer^ Eroni 

D 4< whence- 
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whence lor the Sake of the Air, he w^ adnfed hf 
his Phyfictana to go to theaforcfaid Cafile. But all 
in Tain-: i^ar*^£)eith, -which finds Acetk isfe the 
nrongeil Fortrefles, purfaed him thither, "and led 
Itim in Triamph to the Region of Silence and 
Tergetfi^nefs^ who made fo gieata Noife and fiafUe 
in AhctirfForU. 

It is reported that a certain' Jfirakger forecold 
him he ihonld die in this Moon. Bat the Cardinal 
ave no Credit to hxm : Hio* one would think he 
d fome Reafon to believe him in this,, for the 
Sake of a former Predi^on of his, concerning the 
D«lee 6f SeoMfort* t k^vt menticmed this Prince, 
and the Enmity that was between Maxarini and 
ilixKU ^whicji ogc^fioned the Duke*s Iinprifonment in 
the CafUe of the Wood of Vindennes* During hk 
Reftraint, the foreinfntioiied Aftreleger gave it out 
in Parisy That the Duke fhould efcape oat of Pri- 
ion pMciialjc on iuch a Ihy* The Cacdiojil being 
informed of this, waited 'till the Day^ came, de- 
figning to puni(h the Jftrologer2k^ Cheat, or at leaft 
to expofe nim for an ignorant Perfon. T^p which 
end he ient for him, and upbraiding him with Pre«- 
fumption and Fq^ly, in ,that the Day was now come, 
and yet the Duke ol^Beeu/ert-wsA itill a Prifoner, 
withpuc any Hopes, or tcarce a Poflibility of efca- 
ping*, , ordered him .to he. feat to thie - "BafiiU, Bat 
the Afirohger addrefiing himfelf with much Sub- 
Vtflion and: Earneftnefs, fpoke to thh E^sd : Met^ 
it pie^ff your Eminence only /• refpjte my Sentence 
till to-fnorro<w and then hang" me if you 4o notfind 
that, l.hcknejftok^. Truth. The Dm which I foretold is 
e^mf indeediutii is nofpaft. . A Courier <willfoon iott" 
wince youjh^t I ha<v,e not ftudied this Science in niaihl 
The "Cardinal m<iTe4 with thefe- Words, onlj coar 
£n'd th6 Jfiroi^er in a Chamber of his own Palace. 
And the next Day he received an Exprefs, which 
gave IkiSXK an Account of the Duke's Efcape, and the 

Manner 
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Manner of iu viz. That on the Day befere> he 
had let himfelf 4own by a Ladder of Ropes into 
Che CaiUe Ditch, and was no more to be fcen or 
heard of. Thus the Aftfioger efcaped the Cardi- 
Hal*s Revenge, and got much F^me at the Court, 
%^hich was increas*d by the CanitnaPs Death fal" 
ling out exa^y according to his ^edidion. 

This Miniver was a very fubtle Man ; and Cor- 
dinai Ricbeiim fis*d to &y"Of him, • T^di if hi wifi 
minded to fut a Trick oh the Dtvil^ ho nnomld onfy 
/it Mazarini to «work. Therelbie he made him hit 
ConEdent, inilrudted him in allSecietsof the French 
Courts the Aft of Govemmi^t, and on his Death* 
bed recommended him to the King, as the fitieft 
Man to fucceed him in the Managemenrof tfaft 
Fublick. -He was after the Death of i>u;i/XIII. 
at firft opjpoied by feveral Grandees ; but the ^ueirf% 
Authority^ and that of she Prince of Cmide^ fup- 
ported him : Whence arofe a ommon Proverb in 
thofe Days, The Slueen permits AUi'the Card.nal 
. commands All^ and the Prince fnts aliin Execution : 
For this laft had then the Office of Genera!, 

This Minifter was not efteem'd fo covetous as 
his Predecefibr ; yet he heap*d up vaft Treafures ; 
Part of which he beftowM in magnificent Buildines 
and Furniture, the reft he Cent into Italy to his 
Father 1 who, aftoniihed at the prodigious Quantities 
of Gold he received, tts*d to iay. Sure it rains Mtn 
-nejf in France. However he nude himfelf odious to 
the Subjefbof this Nation by his continual Opprcf* 
fionsi and they are glad he is gone. ' 

*Tisa By-word at ^fl>w^, when any Popedks, to 
la^, Itow the Deg is dead, al/his Malice is buried ivitb 
tiML But I doubt it will not pove true in the 
Court of iVii«r^, at this Jun&ure. For the King will 
cither find a Minifler equal in Subtilty to^hede- 
ceasM Cardinal, who ihail fupply his Place ; or he 
will take the Adminiftration of Affain into^ his 
• D 5 own 
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own Hands. Be itivhich Way ttwill, we are like 
to fee the fame Maxims parfiKdy fo long as Car^ 
dinal RicMieu*t Memoirs are in being, vfho Bt§L 
ISiught this Crowft to nnderftand its own Strep^. 

rftbt Ytur i66i^ 

LETTER If. 
^Qtki y\%\t Az^m «/ tht Porte^ 

^.Have fcnt a Dilpatch. to the. Maftu acooaintii^; 
1 him with the Death of Gardimd Maxatifti^, 
Fmt Minifter of State,. and ttc greateft Fitvouritec 
that ever liy*d.* Kow I Will inform thee of fome 
Faflages whidi I omitted in my Letter to that vc* 

^nerable Prelate, ft is JieceSetry for njc thus to, 
diflribote my Intelligencey with a doe.Rd|)eft to ther 
difitrent Quality of my Superiors^ , 

Thou, I fuppofc, wilt require fome Account of 
his Difpofition and Morale wi^ fuCKa CharaAect: 
as inay render this great Genius familUr to- thy. 
Knowledge." 

He. fcem'd to place his chief Happinefs in ag- 
grandizi^g his Mi^r, whom Jie fervid with a ZeaL? 

' %Q pure and difimerefted, a Loyalty fo uncorruptible, 
and by fuch regular Methods of Prudence and Po!i- 
cy ; as if in his Days^ nothing were to. be counibl<< 
"Virtue or Vice,, bat -what ciSer favour^ or m)-^ 
pos*d the King of' France^s iTitereft. He wi^s oia 

; happy Conftitution for a Courtier, bemg by Nature* 
debonair^ complaifant^ affable, and bfa fweet De- 
portment. Yet Experience and Art taugjit him 
to improve thefe Advantages, -to the Hcighth of^ 

^ Difitmukition. Y:9u fbouldferCpurtefy and extra- 

*ordinvy.. 



ordinary Goixtocfs flowkig into every Feature of 
iiis Face ; yop fiouWr kea».-M^rd» breathing from - 
ius Mouthy lik€ the foft Bbnodi^oni of an Jngel. 
Yet a^.tkerfanig' Time, his Hcart^vp tjje I^ycxo 
both. He meant nothing Ids-, tlian thataMin,^ 
flioald 4ii4 bin as good ^s ,hi3i%Qrd« / ti^9i^ ever 
ready to promife any Thing that was demanded of 
bim : Butin^erfoBiMJiCd ifcw,A ^* fpU ?)f'B?^ 
ia;.fi^gal'.«fJii«. Prince's Mflweyi ^rM^craW 
Idk fiyA : Muginir^ ia.,hU Jtoadings, ^^.Wf' 
FmrnureMotagiikg to tjbcn^i ftW^io.^U T^inip 
to exfleed odwr Mch^ . lus ;fi^<j*y: 911^ iP fopft 19 * 
Carnifi, ewi mgbiy Eriocea, bis S^ipKcnars. la^ 
iWord, hejwas acciMnpltlh'd 3«ith:i4l QHa^EcaXic»u > 
sequifitt « a foEfini^e Cowtj^erj .. a^ a gqpd Stoteft. 



Yet ater edl^ . this- fiibltoe^ iQtn(m ,y^|de<l ^ 
]|)oiiB^.* But.90tUii»ixiin«i9niMl9rtal9.: ^|^e4i^ 
altogethar libe /^«,A^w wlitb(M( £»: JR«M^h i»f <^^? 
iag that -fettled JGnwky, .iMi4 fefflW^ ^^^f.^ ^^ 
Facci as'lttdbeenicmarlwbkiWPghis^Ufc- He 
»|de tfce King ffairlrf. his Etefc^r #nd beqtteath'4 
Abundance of Legacies. . .i> , . » ^* 

To % all iii^hSff :: UkA ym ffcarjn ^w W^r 

he was mnchtimo^ ifo InthiaJ^^Ari i '0)[^^%^f.^ 

laft Bre«fr witi^ the> Sighs and T^rs^f the Ki%. 

' iNw lamented his.:Bqpisti]ieWk)lt}||^ M9W)^»i?P 

a i^n for a Father. - 1 

' » •'. I'.. «'.'..•. f» .^ 
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LETTER III. 

To^ Pcfteli Hali, bis Brother^ Matter af 
the Caftomsn/ Conftantinople. . 



Y'E STB R D AY a Dij^tock came to my Hand 
fromn veiy ramoteP&ofthe Eatth. Oar Coa- 
fin Jfotf fctti it from Afirmemm^ a ftmoiis Ci^ Ibr 
Vrajfkk, fbrmerly belonging to tke Crim Tartmrs^ 
bttt now in tbtToffeffion of the ilfif/2M^/. He has 
been there a ^»£deral>le Tune, fiadinv Profit by 
MerchaadHe : For there is a vaft Retort to that 

edier Pr^inas of Bmrapi and.Jfia. The Roads 
to it, are daily oiyver*d with the Caravan of da- 
ding People. And the River F^^a ean hardly 
foftain tiie jnmmiefaUe Moltitade of Veflels that 
tranfport faifengers with their Goods *backwanb 
and forwards, between Jfiraam, vni the Regimu 
roundabout the Cm^om Sm, into which that mig^ 
ty River dilcharffes itfelf. 

ijottf is ingemouSy and has pitchM upon feme 
advanta^ous Wav of ennchiiq; htrnfeif, which 
tempts him to talce «p his Abode in that City, 
and there end hss IVa^s; or at leaft« he witt 
itoofe himfelf there, .^till Fortune prefents him witk 
a mirer' Opportunity of encreafing his Wealth . 

In the mean Tim^w I perceive l)y his Letter^ that 
jie gets Money apace, hves ver/ hapf>ily, and has 
the wit to keep himfelf free from the Yoke of Mar- 
riage, which embarraftM him fo much fbrmeiiy. 
iiefi^n put that troubleibme FF^€ out of his Mind» 
after ha had divorcM her ; and he never BulM to 
g^ify himfelf with new Amours, where-ever he 
came in his Travels. He writes vtry comically, 
and IcanUftrbear finiliog, when he lells me. He 

has 
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Ins lad at maof C^Mem^hUM as the Ormtd SHgnior. 
By which thou wilt perceive, that Ifit^ is muck 
addided to Gallaatry. He fnmkljr confefles, that 
he &A learned this Mode of loving at lam in P#r> 
Jia^ efpecially at IJpabam ; where he £173, *tis a 
Mark (^Honour for a Man to.be flood at intriffuing 
with the Ladies : And he is called a Turk by way 
cf Difgrace, who freraentt not every. Evening the 
Gardens and HonfesmFleafiBre in theSnborbs* . But 
he aAds» that in hulia the Liberty of coortiog Wo- 
men it much greater. And that die very Nature of 
that C/smati, difpolct a Man to this ibft Pkffioo. 
In a Word^ oar amorous Kinfman letaint the lame 
Humour ftilK 

Yet this does not hhider him fiom proiecnting 
his neoeflary Affiurs with Diligence and Akcrity. 
He difpatch'd a Bufineis for me at jirdf^tige/ in 
RtMa, and another at Ma/n, ytty deiQKroofly. 
Which convinces mi^ that he is not feu iedulons and 
careful in nings which concern himielf. He fays, 
the Mu/covius are the grcateft Drmnkards in the 
World. Their chief and moft beloved Lipi§r is, 
^hat the Frtncb call, Tbi Water rf Lift. Tis a 
CbymUal Drink ^ eztrafled. from the Lees. of Wimt^ 
or other ftrong Be<verages : Such as thou knowefi is 
common among the Gr^uh, JrmeniaMs, and Franks^ 
in the Le v^nt. When the Mufcwita are once £ ot 
into a. Houfe where this VtSar is fold, and are a 
little warm'd and elevated with i(, they will not 
depart till all thdr Money is gpne : Nay, they will 

feiwn their very Garments from their Bftcks in a 
rolidc,' rather than want their Pofe of this ine- 
briating StttC aiid go out ftark naked in the 
coldeft Weather, that is, £U1 aifeep in the open 
Sdrects, and y^ are ne*er the wcftfe fbr it when 
they afi^lce, but go to their dailv Work with the 
grmer Ardour« Mr *tis on^ the common Peo- 
ple are guilty of this Extravagance. As for the 

Gentry 
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Gmtij aad Nobtfity^ iki^ mt oiaKcIafeaad le- 
£rv'<l in tbeir dnitikiai.I>elittiidMt. . 
Tht M^avkit, acceiding id die rAwnrfttr ht 

jMftsmt.cf. bImib, area very riide aiid«iipGli{h*4 

cople ; iivly to .oac another, and cxnemely nig«. 
ged to titranffcn^ Tiief defpifir .all odier biLttiow 
wtlieWterld^ aadiay».*tbiai^bkfbr aii^r Maa 
t» »to HeanoB-vha hm jmtii Mafc9wiu^Bnk aa 
Mm. Thif proUitiie Clii^ffibe: iZ«%iBK, aad 
ware fomarly •£ tiia.GrMfc €rai^ifri Int Dfim th^ 
iMve fepartied the miclvcs, and istiay n ^mtriiurck 
of didr own { to wiioiii.fo great a Vcnaiation is fwad 
ihattlie Eaqpenor iiimielf lioUs iiis Scirupp wken lie 
mounts on Horfeback. 

Brother, 1 4tfiie thee, to fpeak advanwigioufly 
xllfnft 80 the itWtrioos Kenimr Maffam^ and to 
ehe mother SmMs t£ the £enoh. He ivi)l ^ a 
ietiriceoUe Man to ithe .GrmHd.SHgMi§tf if eOBfoo.^ 
aagM iby fomefhuoe oiFUeaeiur and i^nofit* . I wifir 
!>; cotild fay the (aine cf oar^Cofj/^ ^yf^g^nun. >fiut 
lie is too wfie in JiisiOwa Conceit • 

Dear PijUirtxcdemy Abruptaefs^lbrjnyUoim 
Ave divided betgveen 4be Service 1 ^owe to the Sukmm^ . 

«ad the AfioQaoa I beu Ji^ Frienda, 

• 

Paris, pb tf th KibMooH^ ' 
tftbe Tear i6ti^ 
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j Have biMrdof €by J&«ir, an$l the ^ew^ #(^ 

; Cm^verfitm fo the Z^tu' brought down fiofn ^«4i« 

«f#iv: Howthat/KQmaC^i}?r««)P>-i>!^, thou^uthe^^ 



Stt*vant of the Trbe God . May thy Rewari), ' both . 
licrc and hereafter, be according to thy Integrity 
it dlis Change of Faith and Relirion : Fo^ 4)^0- 
w/^/ are neither acceptable to. Goo nor Man f ; 
yet moft Men are prc^dytedv^r Intereft, Fear or 
other hnmati Regards.'. And in the Senfe of the 
Clfiriftians lAiOM, Know^ft a Renegado and a Villaijir 
arc reciprocal T>rtt»/ 

The infupportable Miferies of Servitnde, tempt- 
inany to embrace Gircancifion, . ^ich at once fets^ 
^em.ftee, and often puts them in a Condition to < 
roend. their Fortunes, and li?e naore happily than 
they did,, even before they were Captives : Whilfti 
Ambition and Avarice, are prevailing Motives witt.^ 
others m more profperous Circumflancoa to be of - 
the: i^rimti Seignkr^4 Religion^ that fo they may ' 
rife in his Favour, and obtain fome contiderabfe • 
Preferment at the Court, or Office in the Army ; 
ls}ce the ancient MeUbit0 among the <irifiiusk^ 
who were fo call'd,. becaufe tfae^ olvvay^ profefs'd 1 
the Faith of the Grecian Emperon, .without exa- 
fl^ining whether it was Otthnhx «r «e. > A - Sort of 
religious Farafitesy who would be any Thing toierveir 
their own. Int^ieft, and adore the J)^vi/himieif, piOr>' 
vided their Sovereign (hew*d Vm an Example. 

Yet after all,,, there areifomewho change ttheir • 
Religion in pure Sincerity, only com pell'd thereto^, 
by the Dint of exalted Reafon, and. Motives lof :' 
Virtue. Sach.ad^ thcfe are thinking;. NSKen, ^^ 
fons of bold Spirits, who darie ealT in Qyeftiofi i 
the Tradition of* theti- Fathcn, ^aoiine 4^ Pri»- 
tildes in which, they weie, educated, diipine eve]w> . 
Thing* and :brtng all .to the Stand^^d of D«taral ^ 
Truth. , ' 

I rejoice t6 hear that thon art ,one of this Cha- 
rafler, and not in the Number of CoiuiiteHeits or . 
Bigots : For fuch bring no Credit to the R^igiiQp , 
they^mfajcac^ but rather.a Scandal. Yet the Arms of 
-~ ■ * the 
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the oHiifiMit P«rfir are open to raoeive all wlio 
piofe^ that God b one, aad that Mahomet is his A- 
po^; leaTiBS the Scnitiiqr of their Intentioiiy to 
hLa .who ftarcEei the Hetrt. . 

Thy karainc giyct thee fidr Omxiitoaities of 
doing Good. Ftat it to a Right U(e. ConTinoe 
the JmJSdeht whom thoa haft fbdaken, of thdr 
Errors r confinn the true Believers in theFaith, with- 
out Blemilh« 

Do this by Difooorfey by Writing, and hy thine 
own examplary Ufbt which laft will prevail above 
Ten thottfand eloquent Sermons. 

In a Word, ihew thyfelf a tmeand ftithful Pol- 
lower of the Prophet on Earth* and God will traa- 
ilate thee to his Company in Ptouiife; where 
Mf/is will introduce thee, Jf/MS will enteruio 
thee with Joy, and all the i24>ooo Prophets will 
welcome thee to thePleafures which know no End. 

Paris, txjl rf the ^tb Mwi^ 
rftieftar 1661. 



LETTER V, 

7i the Mufti. 

WE are apt to admire fome flrange Paiages 
which we find recorded in ancient Hiftory, 
and whofe Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal 
to prove : Yet we flight the Miracles which are be- 
fore our Eyes, evident Matters of Fa6l, which no 
Bodycai^ contradict. Whence this (hould proceed, 
I know not ; unleis it be from a natni^ Kind of 
•Drowftnefs in the Soul, common t6 the greateft 
Part of Men ; like the Sleep of thofe, who cannot 
fo foon be awakened by the loudeft Noifes they are 

accuflom*d 
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accttftomM to, as by the foft and ftill I^eas of a 
ftrange Dream: So wc regard \ not the Things 
to which we are daily habituated, cho* in them- 
firlvcs never fo prodigious ; whilft yfe ftartk* and 
are amazed at the xnoft ordinary Kelationtf of j^«-* 
tiquiiji only becaufe they are novel to as« and we 
were not Eye-witncffcs of the Things themfclves. 

I formerly fent a LrtUr to Car a HaJi, the Sitl* 
ian*s PhyJiciafTf wherein 1 mentioned fcveral Phy 
ficians of Arabia, who in paft Ages, were eminent 
for ibme remarkable Cures. But, 1 tell thee, not 
one of them could match the King oi France's Sue* 
cefs in curing an Epi^iemicalDiRtm^rf which they 
call the A'/iVG*s EFIL. The general Sympums 
of this Malad^t are certain Swellings in the Face» 
Neck, or other Parts of the Body ; fometimes ac- 
companyM with Blindnefs, Deafnefs, Lamenefs, 
and other Imperfe6tions. Thofe wha are troablcd 
with this Difeafe^ flock to the Ktng^s Court at cer- 
tain Seafons of the Year, and being introduced in- * 
to his Prefence, he' only toudies the Part afieded 
With his Hand, and an infallible Cure fellows. 

They fay this Gift has been inherent in x\m^ 
Kings of Frtnrce for many Generations: Aatd the 
Priefb maeniiy it as a great Miracle. Bttt, I tell 
thee, all tne Prodigy, in my Opinion, lies in the 
Strength of the People's Imagination, which thoa 
Hnovirft works half the Cure m many Diftempert. 
The Priefts hand by the King, whilft he touches 
the Sick : They repeat their Go/pel^ and ufe certain 
Prayers and Exorcifms', being vefted all in White 
like Magicians. Theie Cfrtmonies are pevfbrmM with 
Abundance of Gravity, which ftrikevan Awe inta 
the credulous Patients. And to render .the Boil* 
nefs yet more myfterious ; whereas other phyficMns 
take Money of the Sick, this Royal M/cuiapius 
beftows a Piece of Gold on every one whom he 
touches, whick they are* obliged to wear about their 

Necki 
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Necks as long as they live. Now whether the 
Charm lies \fi ^ Gold^ or the Kin^ Touch, or 
the Ftayers a«(i Ceremonies of the Priefb^ or B- 
aally in the Patient^s Fang, it matters not much. 
This is certain, that Thoufands who come to the 
King's Feet, very much diforderM by this Evil, find 
aienlible Alteration in their Bodies, before they^ 
depart from his Presence; and in a few Hoars or 
Days at mod, are perfefUy recover^. 
. Perhaps, the Kings of France have fome Magical 
or Phyiical TinAure in their Blood, Or, it may 
be, they have fpund oat the Philoibpher's Sfione^ 
& much talkM ef ; and deUver'4 it down to their 
Poilerity, as a Part of the Royal Inheritance \ 
which enables the prefent Xing to do fo many 
prodigious Things both at home and abroad, in 
Feace and in Wax. befides his Part in curing this 
Sicknefs. I am no Roficrucian, nor very fond or 
cceduloos of Miracles ; yet I often wonder at the 
Treafures of this Monarch, which appear inex*^ 
hauflible. 9uJt the Ways of Kings are iecret» an4 
be oi France is fingnlar jn his myfterioos MetlKxis^ 
of growing Rich and Great. Neither ^o aU his 
qiagdifiqept Expences jfetm to diminish his Wealth. 
The Kfctg <>C 4^^^ ^^ been hia PeaBoner eve? 
4nce be bi^ati. to reign ; And MiUionf of Jt^sa^ 
QfiAAr ai9! <}ifper(e4 ^itpo^ the German Princes. 

Thefe TUngs caufe his SuhHe^U to*dePmit vari- 
Oafly. But I refer them to thy oracutous Judg-^ 
ment, whofe finglc 7^^ is of Ten thouiand Timc^ 
more WiorjCbt thafi the De^rm of a Fr^^ih Par}ia«> 
»ent. ■ • n 

Paris, ^dt/fheph Mif^n, 
cffhereari66u: 
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. LET T ER VI. 

51? Mirniadolin, Santone oft&e Vale ^ 

Sidon* 

NO W I will vent holy Things* and what the 
Divinity (hall infpire. The World was in 
Weeds when Hofain the rrophet was flain» and the 
Moon put on her Mourning Drefs. The TimbreU 
<iiPerfia^ Arabia f and BaiyloH^ were heard in the 
Dead of the Night; Their Spund. reach'd to the 
Third Heaven : The Shepherds ran to the Heights 
of the Earthy to difcover the Occafion of fo nracK 
Koife. The Centineh of Forts and Cafiles gave the 
Alarm, and the Men of War took hold of the Sword^ 
•the Bo^^y and the Spear. Thf Tygris averflow'd it$ 
3anks, and Diahekir became a Lake. A dark 
]Bod/ of Clouds o*er-cail the Sky^ and poor'd fortb 
Thunder, Lightning and Hail. Fire ran all along 
on the Sands of tlie Defart, and the Air was all ht 
a Flame. Horror po(ieiIed the Minds of Mortals, 
and the Angels 4kiem&lves were ui^eafy. Th^ Bc^flt 
^the Field ran into Dens and Caves, s^pd (he Dra* 
ffip^ \yj^re touched with ^^prfe y 0;ily tl^ Qipm^ 
ienoinpu^ J^jii^bafcr rweli*4 with Frid^ : The Boi* 
^ of Murthier and Herefy h^d pu({ed op ti^fir Sovds: 
Tihey and their Poflerity are accurfed to this Day, 
spd to the Hour of the irrevocable Sentpi^. 

O Sefntone, great is thy Faith, is th:|t thpu hafL 
abandoned the. Shadow of tliis World, and feparated; 
^yfelf ffoiiA. the Coi^^^^iofi of MpriaU.. I revere' 
^^ Majeily* of thy • labliqEMs Sou), the. Intdie^ 
longing, at Liberty. Thoi) d^ly ^thfft^ F}pwec$> 
^m the Garden of Eden, apd being in the Body^ 
i^njoyeft the Sweets of Paradr/e, Kings would lay 

down ttiCir Crpwjuy to u,fte of ihy ^le^ures, did 

they 
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they but know them ; and exchange all the Glory 
of Empires fo|r one Moment of thy unfpeakablc 
BIi(s. Thou Companion and Care of Angels^ Dar- 
ling of the Monarch Omnipotent f 

Wherc-ever thou licft down, whether by Day or 
by Night, the Watchers above (land r^y with 
Umbrellas to fkreen thee from the fcorchgng Beams 
of the Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and 
Stal9, and from all Injuries of Weather. The Ele- 
ments gp ont of their Courfes to fcrve thee, and 
all Nature efpoufes thy Intereft. 

The Merchant hires a Thoufand.Camels, and loads 
them with the choiceft Riches of the Levant. He 
endures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerous 
Travel, thro* Byria^ Arabia, and Perfia i runs the 
rifque of Robbers, Difeafes, and Ten thoufand Me- 
thcMs of Death : And after all his Hazards and 
Pains, is not half fo happy, nor fo rich as thou> 
who aboundeft in every Thine, becaufe thou deii- 
feft nothing which thoo Bail not, or that is unne- 
ceflary. The IPloughmen labour for thee in the 
Field, and fo do the Artificers in the City. The 
Noble and the Vulgar are thy PMr<vey&rs, and the 
fireateft Sovereigns pay Tribute to thee. Every 
Houfe b thy Home, and they count themfelves 
bappy, under whofe Roof |hou vouchfafefl to deep. 
They are really fo ; for Benediction accompanies 
the perfect Man in all his Ways, and the Favour» 
of Heaven overtake them that (hew Kindnefs to 
him. Thou art Lord of other Men*s Eftates, and 
evwry Man!s Field is thy Inheritance. -Thou en- 
joyeft the Riches of this World, without b«ng 
tainted with the Vices that attend 'em, and re- 
ceived immorut Aflurances and Seals of the' future 
Glory, in the Life virhich is to CQme. O happy Eftate 
of the Righteous l O Life to be truely envied ! 

As for me, rmVikt zGailey'Sian/e, chained down 
Co the Oar, and Ibfc'd Co row ince^Bmtly whither 

the 
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the Mailer of the Veflel commands. So am I oh. 
hg'd to obey the DiSates dTmy Saperiors. wh«K~ 
there be Sin in the Cafe or no. I aS^ fewj**' 
theCaresofthis^n World, and Jhrm^^J^I 
cular Anx.et.es of State. From aJl which ^J 
art happ.ly free. w««ii «oa 

Oh, that it were lawful for me to iha1» Aff .t- 
fretting Yoke, and di^cntangirmyfelf W Xl 
Snares of haman Policy ! that ! might ifveHke t 
Men of the firft Ages, who honoured he ESthl! 
their common Mother, and made no Ss r,? 
dofures ; they fported innocently on bTfZ^nl 
Bofom. and never molefted their kind Parewf hJ 
Cruelty to any. of her Off-fpftng. TherfucfcM 
^e M.lk of her Breaft : Her Veins ftSn'd S 
Wine and Honey. They banqueted ^VariS^ 
of excelknt Fruits 5 and no B^y tho^ht of^ 
ling and eanng his Fellow-Animal, f he E 
could then range the Air without Fear of tl^ Pn» 
Ur; neither did any yawling HunSe„ r^J^ 

ST* ^75 *^™ *•" ^'- The Roes a^ ^e' 
Hinds could fcampcr at Pleafure o'er the M Jn 
without >ring hatt«-'d to the Mountain, a^ fe 
forSanftuary; neither did any fly An^l^ . 
the Fiih 0/ the Rivers. As' f5'th1"fc. "^ 
then unknown j no Man as vet k.j .. 

that perfidious ELEMENT «r^ "S'""^*' »•» 
TTfo iie ck'-T '-,^'^'*"^'^ \> or found out the 
Ufe of Ships. There was in thofe Davs no PV 
reign Commerce or Traffick. or any nirf nf ;/ 
Every R^ionfiipplyM its Inhabitant "^^.^J^'; 

^^^ar Appetites, free fiom S"^tl^.' ^uSri^i 

This 18 the Life fo mnch^cfir'd hv nu* ««<) .«v i. 
thou aaualjy enjoyefl. Go3 ,ugL«' r^ ^S^? ^ 
t.« and Raptures, that thou mayeft Mfefrorii ol' 
Vifionand Extafy to another. 4 gImToS 

thy 



thy Soul aWfty in a Divli^ Tranfport, beyond the 
Poflibiiity of a Relapfe. 

* Holy Santone^ whilH- thoa art on Earthy pn^ 
for me ; and when thoa art among the Immortals, 
do me fome Favours which may lait for ever. 

Paris, ttth of the %tb Mdofh 
of the Year \tt\ . 



LETTER Vli. 
To Dgnet Oglou.^ 

MY Bufincfs.in this Placci obliges me to keep 
Company with all Sorts of People, Hence 
fferently aiTociate mjfelf with Statefmen,. 
Soldiers, Courtiers, Priefts, Fidlers, Mechanicks, 
' Seamen, or Perfons of any Profeffion, from vi^hom 
i can hope for any ImpFoitement: For, thett is 
iiardly fo defpicable a Fellow in the World, who 
jnay not teach an inquMtive' Mind (bm^hibg, to 
Avhich it was a Stranger befone. 

Sometimes I converfe with Paint^rj, whom I 
•generally -find to be Men of Wit and Senfe, hxii 
*very lewd and diflblute: However they ferve to' 
4livert my Melancholy, to which thou know'ft I 
am muth inclinM. For they ai« the mefHeft 
Sparks in the World, abounding with fmart Re- 
partees, Jeils and comical Stories, beiides a hiin- 
<lred jnimica! Tricks of good Bufibonry to make6ne 
laugh i tha/t it is almoft impoifible to be fad in their 
Company. 

They aremoftof thcih bred in the A<iademy, or 
in Colleges and Schools where the Scieilcies are ffb- 
fcffed : ft being in a manner neceffary, that Mfen ' 
«f this lYade ihould have a Smack of all So^ts of 

Learnings 
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Learnings and efpecially , that tHey (liould be indi^ 
fercnt good Hiftondfis ; '^dy bcitig mtaky^HAta de- 
iirM to reprefetft Pieces of antiqtie and mode#n Hi* 
ilory, without a Pattttll. They have a very facetioat 
Way alfo of telling a Story to the Life, as wdl as . 
of drawing it fo in a Piflure. They would diiiblve 
the moft ftifF and morofe HaJgJ into Laughter and ; 
Jollity, to hear how grkcefuBy they will ridicuk 
the moll ferious Matters, and torn every Thing 
into Burle/fue : For they ate admirable ^Hrtfts by 
Nature. 

Yet thefe are not all alike» but difer in their Tem- 
pers like other Men. Some of them are proud and 
ilately, others fawning and abject : And all of them 
great Humourifb. 

It was an odd Whim of Martin Beemjkirk^ a ^« 
<nous Painter, that was born at a Village of the &me 
Name. He died in the Year of the Chrifliatis He'- 
jira It; 74. This Man had'ama&*d together in his 
Life-time a vaft Quantity of Money ; and having 
tio Wife or Children, nor. other Relations of his 
own to leave it to, he was refolved to do fomethin^ 
ibr which he might be talked ofafter his Death. I 
liaye heard of many dying Men, that have had on^ 
Caprice or other in making their laft H^tl and ^ef- 
dament : But thou wilt fay, this of Mir/iu^s was , 
lingular. For^ on his Death-bed he bequeathM al^ 
Ills Wealth to be diftributed into equal Dowries or 
Portions J wlierewith ta' marry a certain Number of 
Maids of ifeemjkirky Ms Birth-Place, yearly, on 
.this Condition, that the New-nfiarrie^ Couple, 
twith all the Wedding-gueib, iEould datice on hi9 

It is neceflary for thee to know, that fince his 
3>eath there has been a great Alteration of Religion 
in thofe Farts : The Inhabitants, which in his Time 
were Roman Catholicks^ are now all Pi*oteftants, 
And at the Time iif this Cliange or Reformation, as 
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they call it, it v^'as the general Pradiice of the Pro- 
ufianUi to demoliih all Images and Croffes where- 
ever they found 'em. Now, it was the Cuftom of the 
Roman CatMicks to fet up a Crofs at the End of eve- 
ry Sefmlcbri of the Dtad, Yet fo gieat a Veneration 
have the Heemjhirkers for the Memory of this Pain^ 
Ur^ Uiat whereas there is not a Crofs to be feea 
ftanding.in all the Country befides ; yet his, being 
of Brafs, remains unt^ach'd, as the only Title their 
Daughters can (hew to his Legacy, 

*Twas a inore cruel and inhuman Caprice of ah 
Italian Painter (I think his Name was Giotto) who. 
defigning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, wheedled 
a poor Man to (uffer himfelf to be bound to a Crojs 
for arrHour, at the End of whkh he fhould be re- 
leased again, and receive a coniiderable Gratuity for, 
his^Paini. But iiittead of this , as foon as he had 
him faft on the Crofs^ he ftabM him dead, and then 
fell to drawing. He was efleem'd the greateft Af/?- 
fier in all Itcuy at that Time. And having this Ad- 
vantage, of a dead Man hanging on a Crofs before 
him, ichere*s no Queftion, but he made a matchlefs 
Piece of Work on't. 

As foon as h<? had fini{h'd his PiBurt^ he carried 
it to the Pope^ who was aftonifti'd as at a Prodigy 
of Art, highly extolling the Exquifitenefs of the Fea- 
' tures and Xirobs, the languifhing, pale Deadneis 
of the Face, the unafFe^d Sinking of the Head : 
In a Word, he had drawn to the Life, hot only 
that Privation of Senfe, and Motion, which we 
call Death ; but alfo the very Want of the leaft vital 
Symptom. 

This is better underftood than expreflcd. Every 
Body knows that it y^ a Mailer-piece to reprefent a 
Paffion or a Thought, well and naturally. Much 
greater is it to delcribe the total Abfence of thefe 
interior Faculties, fo as to didinguifli the Figure of a 
dead Man, from one that is only afleep. 

. Yet 
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Yet all this, and much more, could the Tope cif- 
cern in the admirable Draught which Giotto \ rj- 
fented him. And he liked it fo well, that hereloiv'd 
to place it over the Altar of his own Chappel ; For 
thou knoweft this is the Praftice of the Nazarenes^ 
to adore Pictures and linages . Giotto told him, 
fince he liked the Copy fo well, he would Ihew him 
the Original if he pleafed. 

What doll thou mean by the Original, faid the 
Pope ? Wik thou (hew me JefUs Chrifi^ on the Crofs 
in his own Perfon ? No, replied Giotto^ buf TJl (hew 
your Holinefs the Original from whence J drew this, 
if you will abfolveme from all Punishment. 

The good old Father fufpefting fomething ex- 
traordinary by the Painter's thus capitulating with, 
him, promifed on his Word, to pardon him. Which 
Gtotto believing, immediately told him where it 
was ; And attending him to the Place, as foon as 
tliey were enterM, he diew a Curtain back, which 
hun^ before the dead Maaon the Crofs, and told 
the ^ope what he had done. 

The Holy Father, extremely troubled at foin- 
human and barbarous an Adion, repeal'd his Pro- 
mife, and told the Painter he fliould furely be put to 
an exemplary Death. 

Giotto feemingly refigpM to the Sentence pro- 
nouncM upon him, onlj^ begg'd leave to finifli the 
Pidure before he died"; which was granted him. 
In the mean while, a Guard was fet upon him to 
prevent his Efcape. As foon as the Pope had caus'd 
the Pidlure to be delivered into his Hands, he takes 
a Bru{h, and dipping it into a Sort of Stuff he had 
ready for that Purpofe, daubs the Pidlure all over 
with it, {o that nothing could now be feen of the 
Crucifix 5 but it was quite effaced in all outward Ap- 
pearance. 

This made the Pope flark road: He flamp'd, 
foam'd and rav'd like one in a Frenzy. He fwore 

E the 
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the Painter fhould fufter the mod cruel Death that 
could be invented, unlefs he drew another full as 
good as the former ; for if but the lead Grace was 
xnifling, he would not pardon him. But if he could 
produce an exa^ Parallel, he would not only give 
him his Life, but an ample Reward in Money. 

The Painter as he had fteafon, delirM this un- 
der the Popi^ Signet, that he might not be in 
Danger of a fecond Repeal : Which was granted 
him. And then he took a wet Sponge, and wi- 
ped off all the Varnifh he had daub'd on the Pic- 
ture. And the Crucifix appeared the fame in all Re* 
fpeds as it was before. 

The PopBy who lookM upon this as a great Se- 
cret, being ignorant of the Arts which Painters 
ufe, was raviih*d at the (Irange Metamorphofis. 
And to reward the Painter^s treble Ingenuity, he 
abfolved him from all his Sins, and the Punifhments 
due to them ; ordering moreover his Steward to 
cover the Pidture all over with Gold, as a farther 
Gratuity for the Painter. And they fay, this 
Crucifix is the Original by which .the moH famous 
Crucifixes in Europe are drawn. 

I need make no other Refle£lion on this, than 
that as the fuppofed Murther of Jefus the Son of 
Mary^ is the Source of all the Chridians Devotion i 
fo the real Homicide which this Painter .commit* 
ted, has made it more intenfe and fervent, by how 
much the Crucifixes drawn after this Pattern, excel 
all that were feen before them, in the tragical Por- 
traiture of the martyr'd Mejjias, 

And for this Reafon it is, that Painters are in 
fo great Eileem among the Italians^ becaufe they 
form the Qods which thofe Infidels adore. It is no 
Wonder therefore, that the chief Head of their 
Church, fhould fo eafily abfolve Murther in a Pain- 
ter, as a venial Sin, efpecially when it is done in 
Ordine ad Deum^ as the Jefuits fay, that i^, to pro- 

> mote 
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mote GodV Glory> as the Pope eafily perfuaded 
himielf this was^t ^^^ Idolatry is the main Engine 
which fopports the State and Grandeur of the Roman 
Court, And all the World knows, that Holy City 
IS a Type of Heaven ; or at kaft the crafty FriefU 
would fain rq[»t(ent it fo. 

My Frieiidy thou and I have feen enough of 
their Tricks and holy Frauds in Sicily. Fraife be 
to God, they had no Power to pervert us. Our 
Faith remains inviolate : Wf dill poi&fs the Inte* 
grity of MuJfulmoHs^ the native Attoch we owe 
to the Prophet, who was {Imt to exterminate Idols, 
In a Word, we adore none but one God, Creator 
of the Worlds. May that Jtncomprehenfible for ever 
keep us in the fame Faith and Pradiee, till the Re- 
lease of our Souls, 

Paris, 1 3/i& of the oth Moon, 
of the Tear i66l. 



LETTER VIII. 

To Lubano Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 

Knight, 

THIS Courtis now zt Fontainileau, and all 
feems to be difTolv'd in Joy for the Birth of a 
Dauphin, The Queen was deliver'd of this young 
Prince on the firft Day of this Moon» There's nothing 
but Feading, Dancing and Revelling on this Account, 
with Bonfires and congratulatory Addreiles. Only the 
Duke of Orleans, the King's Brother, has little Rea- 
fon to be over-merry, fince he was the next pre- 
fumptive Heir of the Crown, in Cafe the King died 
without liTue Male : For the Laws of France ex- 
clude a Female from reigning. Yet, this Puke 

£ 2 diiTemble 



-^6 L«TTERS fFrii hy Vol. VL 

^diHembles his inward Grief, for being thus put hy 
his Hope, and appears as joyful as ^he Father hini- 
felf. He hugs and admires the Royal Babe, wifli- 
ing him Health and Long-life in a Compliment; 
-whom he reaUy could rather wift out of the 'World a 
lOr at leaft that he Jiad never come into it. So 
violent are the Temptations to a Crown^ fo flrong 
the Defire of Empire^ that the Nearnefs of Rela^ 
tion, which endears the reft of Mortals one to ano- 
tfier, eftranges the Hearts of Princes from thofe 
•cf their own Blood, if they Hand in the Way of 
their Ambition. And I can aflure thee, the French 
do not fpare to fay, the Duke of OrUam has enough 
of this Vice to attempt great Things, were not his 
Genius over*aw*d by the matchlefs Fortune and Spi- 
rit of his Brother. 

Neither is the King himielf infenfible of this ; 
remembring with what Warmth the Duke received 
the flattering AddreiTes of fome Courtiers, during 
his Brother^s dangerous Sicknefr, when the Phyii^ 
jcians had well-nigh given him over foi» a dead 
Man. 

I was acquainted with this Paflaee but lately, hy 
C^min die Dwarf, who watches all the Motions of 
this pourt. He tells me that the King being inform- 
ed a Rumour was whifpered among the Grandees 
mi his Death, caufed them all to l^ fent for, and 
to pafs through his Chamber, whililthe Curtains 
of his Bed were drawn open, that they might fee 
their Sovereign alive, tho* in a bad State of Health. 
- He fays moreover, that the true Reafon why fe- 
veral Lords of late have been removed from their 
Offices about the King, is becaufe he refented ill 
the two early and paffionate Court they made to the 
Duke oi Orleans f on the Report of his Brother*s 
Death. 'Tis natural to all Men to love themfelves* 
and to defire the Difpofal of th^ir own Afeirs. No 
Man would be content to have his EiUte given 

away 
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away by his Servants at their own Difcretion. ^ And 
Sovereign Monarchs are the mod jealous of all Men 
in fuch Cafes : Particularly, the King of France i» 
known to be a Prince very feniible ol his Honour, 
and focn touchM in that Point, by the leaft Appear* 
ance of Difrefpe£l in his Subjedls, and of Incroaclv- 
jnent in his Neighbours. 

As for the Duke of Orleant^ he is a Prince of na 

freat Charadler, either as a Soldier, or a Statefman :■ 
Neither has he been much talk'd of in the World, 
till the Beginning of this Year, when he married an- 
Englijh Princefs, by Name Henrietta , Daughter to- 
the late murder" d King of that Nation, 

We have had another Match here alfo, between^ 
the late Dukeof Or/ftf»/s Daughter, and the Prince 
•f Tufcany. Thefe Things occaiion various Dif* 
courfe among thofe who pretend to weigh exadlly 
the different Interells ofChrifiian Court s^ efpecially 
of fuch as are concerned in the New Alliances . For,. 
the greateil: Monarchs here in the Weft marry only 
for Profit and Advantage, to, fortify themfelves'by 
II clofer Union with the Houfe to which they ate 
allied. Whereas our Eaftem Princes only indulge 
their Pafiions in the Choice of their Wiv^ ; admit- 
ting Aone , to their Embraces, but the moil exaui- 
£te Ibauties that can be foimd. Alkd where tney 
once pitch their Fapcy, they neither regard Riches^ 
Honour, or any other Recommendation, fave whac 
their Love fuggefts ; being themfelves inexhaufti* 
ble Fountains of Wealth, Nobility and good For- 
tune to all who have the Happineis to be in their Fa- 
vour. 

They (com to fell them&lves, and proftitute the 
Glory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prmce, fpr the 
Sake of a Ifttle Gold, and much more Trouble witk 
a proud Female, whom perhaps they never iaw. 
Yet this is the common PraAice among tJie Princ^ 
of the Nattarem Belief ; who confider not, that i'n- 

E X ftead 
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id of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and a 
iend, they often entertain a Snake, a Traytor, 
Enemy : Efpecially if (he be a Woman of Wit 
1 Intrigue, as moft of them are. This made 
now Qiccn-Motjier, the Relift of Lenjoh Xlli. 
pedled |by her Hufband ; and the prefent Queen 
Franci is under the like CircumfUnces : And i^ 
I* always be fo, where Princes match themfelves 
!r this Manner, and cannot debar their Wives 
m holding a fecret Correfpondence with the Fa* 
ly from which they defcend. 
AfTuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moi); re* 
;d and iec^re of any in the World ; our Religroa 
ft holy, and our Morals moft found. Which 
ee are evident Signs, that God has raifed up this 
red Empire to fubdue all the Nations on Earthy 
1 bring *em to the Faith of his divine Unity. 

?aris, ^h of the nth Moon, 
ofth£ Tta.r i66l. 



L E T T E R IX. 

Cara Hali» Phyfician to the Grand - 

Seignior. 

A M now in my Chamber by a glowing Fire, 
wanting nothing that can comfort a reafonable 
n: Whilft I hear the Winds whiftling, the 
w driving upon my Windows, and the holloW 
ces of the Watch proclaiming a Night little lefs 
I than that lafting one they feel in the Arftick , 

:le once a Year. Yet I wi(h rayielf in a Plain-, | 

)n the Top of fome high Mountain, where I 
;ht feel Nature in the moil rigid of all her Hu- 
mours. 
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snours. I love Variety, and 'tis a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleaiure itfeif, when 'tis all of one Kind, or 
what I am ufed to. 

'Tis to thee, my dear Hali^ I owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as- we were wjtlking toge- 
ther in the CemeUty of Sultan Sofytnafi^s Mof^ue, That 
Man is made for all Things. 

I remember the Elegance and Force of Reafon 
with which you explain'd your Sentiment, upon a 
Lofs which I had than fuftainM by Ship-ivreck ; 
comforting me with this Refleftion, That all the 
Gains on Earth are only Burdens : All the Riches, 
Honours, Pleafures, and whatfocwr is defired by 
Mortals, are but fo many Clogs to tie us f after to 
this little narrow Globe, which we are bom to tranv 
ple on as our Footftool . 

All this is true : But I confider fiirjther, that the 
Occurrences of this Life ought to be received with 
Indifference, and we (hould be as chearful in a 
Prifon as in a Palace ; becaofe nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate. Methinks 
I could go as freely to Torments in a juft Caufe, as 
to a fumptuous Banquet. I could fmile at the Ma- 
lice of ray Perfecutors, and triumph over the vain 
Executioners, when I fee them fweat at their inhu- 
man Toil, and yet can never have their Wills of a 
Soul caft into fuch a Klould as mine, whatever they 
may do with my Body. Tho' they excruciate me 
with a Thoufand Inventions of Cruelty, tho' they 
reduce me to Alhes, yet they cannot rob me of my 
Keafon. Neither- Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack nor 
any other Inftrument of barbarous Rage, can hurt 
my Thoughts. I (hall ftill have the Poi^'er of Me- 
ditating in fpite of them all : And 1 efteem that the 
fpecifick Happinefs of a rational Creature. There's 
no fuch Thing as Pleafure or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes fo. I have try'd to handle Fire ; 
I've grafped hot burning Coals in the Palm of my 

£ 4 Hand 
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Hand with which I now write. The devouring 
Eiemenc fcoa faflenM on my Skin, and eat its Wajf 
through into my Flelh, whilft I was bufy in con- 
templating its Nature and Effcdls^ without being 
concerned in any Senfe of Pain. I kept a tight Rein, 
and curbed my Soul. I held it within Compafs, and 
would not fuffer it to winch, or lalh, or flounce 
out of it felf, or dcfcend into my Body, to refcua 
the Part aiFedled, or be concernM at its Grievance.. 
Bjut when I refleded on the Inconveniences that 
might follow, and that it would hinder, me from 
ferving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I threw 
the Coals away, well fatisfy'd that I had made the 
Experiment without prejudicing my Reafon, or fail* 
ing into any PafHon unbecoming a Man. 

I take as much Pleafure in Failing, as in Eating 
or Drinking j in Labour as in Reft ; in Watching 
as in Sleep. There's no Excefs or Contrariety in 
Nature, which does not afford me as much Delight 
as Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean itfelf. I find a 
Guil in every Thing that happens ta me. And 
this T take to be the proper Part of a Mujfulman^ or 
of one reiignM to God. 

Yet this hinders me aot from buftling in the 
World, and profecuting my Buflnefs with Alacrity 
and fome Eagernefs. We are born for Action, and 
not only for Thought. 'Tis a.mixM Lifij we arc 
to lead on Earth. But when I fail of my End orde- 
£r*d Succefs in any Undertaking, I am not troubled,, 
confidering I was horn to encounter Evil as well 
as Good in this mortal State. 

In all that I have faid, I do not pretend to the 
celebrated Apathy of the Stoicks, I feel Pleafure and 
pain from the fame Objects which thus afledt other 
Men : but I feel 'em with Indifference, not fufier- 
ing my Underftanding and Judgment to participate 
with my PaifMn and Senfe. 
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I have perceived my felf fometimes in Agonies^ 
which I thought exa^Uy anfwered the Charafler 
of thoie which dying Perfons feel. And I believe 
they were in a Degree the very fame : Yet I found 
no panick Fears upon me» no Dread of that amazing. 
Change : But rather certain blooming Hopes^ young, 
tender, fpringing Joys, ariiing from the Thoughts 
^ a ne\Y Life, the unavoidable EfFed of that which 
we call Death, wherein I promifed my felf the Plea- 
fure of frelh Enjoyments and Diveruons, to whiciv 
I was wholly then a Stranger. 

If thou thinkeft this too esEtravagant,. and that 
Death is not a proper Objed of our Wiihes, yet' 
&0U wilt at leaft acknowledge, that it may furnillv 
08 with fufficient Arguments of Content and Ac- 
quiefcence, flnce no Man can avdid it, < and it is 
uire to* entertain us with Novelties which we never 
were acquainted with before,, which recommends 
xt under a very deiirable Figure,, becaufe humair^ 
Nature perpetually covets new Tlangs. 

I have (een Perfons condemned to Death here vet- 
PariSf who have been offered Life on certain Con* 
ditions not- agreeing with their Humour ; yet have* 
refufed it, and rather chofe Death which they knew 
would free 'em at once from all their prefent Trou^ 
bles. And thou know*!): with what Refignation our 
Greateft Bajfds fubmit their Necks ta the Executi^ 
oners f when the Grand Signior thinks ^i to <jall for ^ 
their Lives. All that they reply to x\it fatal Mandate^ 
is, The fVill (f my Sovereign Lord be done. They 
' At once gather up all the Strength of their fcattered 
Reafon, and Ihrink their dilated Souls to a; Point.^ 
Then with a redoubled Force, they fhake off their 
Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and the Pleafures 
of this Life, as a Man rouzes from a long Drean»- 
or Ti«ncc. With Smiles, and a profound Submi/^ 
£on they kifs the Royal Firme^ being awakenM to the 
Thoughts of more lUuilrious and Serene Joys thaa* 

£ S thit. 
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this grois Earth affords, even to the inefiable Plea 
fares of Eden^ the fure Reward of thofe that die in 
Obedience and Peace ; Since they are to be efteem*d 
Martyrs, as well as thofe who meet Death in the Field 
of the facred Combat, in the War for our Holy Faith. 

Oh \ that it were my Lot, thus to expire in Ho- 
nour, to have my laft Breath mixed with the devout 
Afpirations and Suffrages of True Believers, that fo 
sny Example might edify others, and the publick 
Character of an untainted Loyalty might benefit my- 
felf : Whilft Fame proclaimed it before my Arrival 
at the invifible Regions, to prepare the Ghofts of Juft 
Men to bid me welcome, and give me a kind Recep* 
tion, who am yet wholly a Stronger in thofe Parts of 
the World : For Death itfelf cannot banifh me out of 
|he Univerfe. And there^s my lafl Comfort. 

ThoUy my dear Phyiician, wilt conclude Vm me« 
lancholy by this kind of Difcourfe. But I tell thecj 
'tis only another Way of exprdiing the fecret Pleafure 
and Tranquillity of my Soul, which is more to be va« 
lu'd by him that enjoys it, than all the Laughter and 
extravagant Mirth in the World. Thefeonly rufHe 
our Paffions, and raife a Duil in our Eyes-: Whereas 
the other compofe and purify our Reafon, giving ib 
a conftant Profped of Things paft, prefent, ana to 
come. So that we can never be at a Lofs, but always 
ready equipped for the worft Contingencies. Hali, 
Adieu. 

Paris, i^tboftbe tith Mom, 
iftbeYtar 1661. 
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LETTER X. 

To the fame. 

THE Court of Francein all Things endeavours \9 
imitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman 
Emperors and their Policy. As they had their Am- 
phitheatr$f^ whereon were exhibited all Sorts of 
She^s and Spe^des to divert the People in Time 
of Peace ; fo have thefe their Theatres whereon, 
acc;»rding to the more acceptable Mode of the pre- 
fcnt Age, are reprefented the various Kinds of Vir- 
tue and Vice ; Mens Follies and Perfections ; mo- 
dern Humours, and the ancient Morality ; Intrigues 
of Love, and of State ; farprizing Anions of War ; 
and the fubtle Overtures of Peace 5 the Tyranny of 
Sevcreigns, and Rebellion of Subjefts. In fine, what* 
foever is treated of in Books, is here adled to the 
Life on the Stage, and with fo much Advantage of 
Scenes, Interludes, Muiick, Dances, Language, Wit» 
Humour, and the like charming Circumltances, that 
a Man, at fome Hours, cannot better pafs away his 
Time, than in being prefent at thefe Entertain- 
ments ; where all that he has read^ cither in an- 
cient or modem Hiftory, deferving Remark, fhall 
be fucceiTively prefented to his View, aft cfficacioufly 
as if the Perfons were now living, and in Prefence, 
whofe Adtions each Play defcribes. 

There yon ihstll be introduced as it were, into 
the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus : You /hall 
accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions 
through Jfta : You (hall fee him die of Poifon at 
Ba6pkfii and the Macedonian Empire cantonized a- 
mong his Officers : You (hall behold all the Romam 
Ctefars in their Rife and Fall : With whatfoever 
Particalarities were obfervable in this or any other 
renowned Monarchy on Earth; siot excluding the' 

£ 6 la& 
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h£t and moft univerial Empire of the OtMnans. For 
thefe Infidels prefume to a£b o*er again, the Parr 
^ Tamerlane^ and lead about in Dramatick Tri- 
vmphy the enraged, yet ftill invincible BajazeK. 
In Habits, which only become the deftinM Conqoe- 
xors of the World, thefe Slaves dare perfonate the 
Glorious t^a^mtfff, Mabomtt the Greats the Vidlo-^ 
lious Selim^ ^nd even Amurat himfelf, the ftouteft 
Emperor that ever reigned : I mean^. the Uncle of 
our prefent Sovereign. 

Beiides true Hiftory thus reprefented, tKe Specta- 
tors are fometimes diverted with Bibulous Entries of 
Gttdsy JS^mphst Fauju.f Satyrs, Mufes^ Graces^ MoUf 
fiiriy andwhatfoever we find in the ancient Poets. 

There you ihall fee Promethtus fetching Fire front. 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay ; l(fcamk 
transformed into a Wolf, for &is inhofpitable Car- 
nage to Jupiter ; Gatiymede fnatched up into Heaven 
ky an Eagle, aad made Jupiter't Cup-bearer, for his. 
Angular Beauty. It is pleafant alfo to fee Phrixus,, 
with his Siiiter Hflle, fwimming o*er the Htllefpimt 
tm the Back of a Ram, with a golden Fleece ^ whilft. 
lie for Fear, falls ofl^ and is droM(n*d : And from her. 
Name ( Helle) that Sea is fuppos*d to. be fo called. 
In the mean while, Phrixus fwims forward, and. 
arrives at Colchis, where he facrifices the Ram, and 
kangs the golden Fleece up in the Temple ; whick 
was afterwards dole away by Jafim and his Jrgo.- 
mauts. Itisequally diverting, to fee the Artifice o£ 
the Scenes and Machines,, which reprefent Jupiter 
(tansforming himielf into a Shower of Gold, and fa. 
defcending mto Danae^ Lap,, when he begets Perfii^ 
MS on her, who fubdued the Gorgons, and with me-* 
ikfeC% Head turned the Cephen Nobles into Statues r: 
In a word, all the ingenious Fi&ions of Orpheus^ 
Homer, Hefiod, Ovidf and the reft, of the Greek and 
Roman Poets, are here tranflated,. not fo muck 
from one Languages ta another,.- as from Words ta 

Adioos^ 
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AdionS) and from dead, iDanimace QhxnGtets, t9 
living Figures of the Things themfelves* For thefe 
Sort of Plays are aded by Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, cuird out and educated for that Purpofe 1 
and the Managers are at a vaft Charge, for Varie- 
ty of proper Scenes and Drefles for every Occafi> 
on ; each A6»r being exa^ly apparePd according 
to die diflirent Qyality of Perfons represented ; and 
the Mode of the Age synd Country wherein they 
lived. 

Theie Sorts of Divertifements are very i^reeable 
both to the Court and City. The Kiog takes great 
Delight in them, efpecially in Ballets and Paftorals^ 
which confift chiefly of good Songs and Dances^ 
mixed with^bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques^ 
seprefenting;Mon(ler3 asd Devils, as the Chrtftians. 
uiually de^ribe *iem« 

But there was lately a Check given to their S|x>rt^ 
by an Accident which has furprizM all People that 
bea^d of it, and has puzzled the moft intelligent 
Heads to give an Account of fo ftrange an Occur* 
xence. 

On the 1 9th of this Moon, the King and the 
whole Court were prefent at a>Ballet,«reprefenting 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About the- 
Middle of the Entertainment, there was an Antiquo 
DSnce perform'd by twelve Mafqucradors,. in the^ 
fnppos*d Forms of Demons, But before they had. 
advancM far in their Dance, they found an Interlo* 
per amongft.^em, who by encreafing the Number to^ 
thirteen, put them quite out of their Meafures : 
For they pra^e every Step and Motion before- 
hand, till they are perfe^. Being abafli^d there-^ 
fore at the unavoidable Blunders the thirteenth 
Antique made 'em commit, they flood flill like- 
Fools, gazing at one another : None daring to un- 
mafk, or fpeak a Word ; for that would have put 
«U the Spedlators into a Difordei and Confufion^ 

Cardinal 
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Cardinal MazaHhi (who was the chief Contriver 
of thefe Entertainments, to divert 'the King from 
more ferioos Thoogbts) flood clofe by the yoUng 
Monarchy with the Scheme of the Ballet in his 
Hand. Knowing therefore that this Dance was to 
confift but of twelve Antiqaes, and taking No- 
tice that thbre weire adhially thirteen, at firfl im- 
puted it to fome Miftake. But, afterwards, when 
he peroeiv*d the Confu&m of the Dancers, and 
that they conld not proceed, he made a more nar-* 
tow Enquiry into the Caufe of this Diforder. To 
be brief, they convinced the Cardinal, that it could 
be no Error of theirs^ by a Kind of Demonflration, 
in that they had but twdve Antique DreiTes of that 
Sort, which were made on Porpofe for this particu- 
lar B»Uet ; whereas the thirteenth Dancer was 
difguifed after the fame Manner. Therefore they 
concluded,' that either the Devil or fome Body 
dfe, had pat a Trick on them. That which made. 
it fcem the greater Myfterjr was, that when they 
came behind the Scenes to uncaie, and examine 
the Matter, they found but twelve Antiques, 
whereas' on the Stage there were thirteen. 

The precifer Sort of Bigots gave it out for certain. 
That the Devil was amongft them : Whilft others 
more probablv fay, 'twas only fome envious or am- 
bitious Dancing-mafter, who was either refolvcd to 
be revenged for not being one of the Twelve, or 
defignM to ihew his Parts IncBgnito zpan^ another 
Opportunity, and in^hc Interim , fet the Court a 
wondering at his lingular Skill and Dexterity : For 
it was obfenrM, that one of the thirteen far fur- 
pafs*d all the reft; and did Things to a Miracle. 

Be it how it will, it has brought to Memory a 
FafTagethat happened on the like Occafion, at a 
Town not far from Faris, ab6ut eighteen Years 
ago, yet 'twas not half fo much talk'd of then, as 
'tis now ; whteh was the Reafon, I took no Notice 

of 
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of it in any of my Letters. But now they are big 
with it : *Tis thrgeneral PiffOUr^ of all Companies 
who make Comparifdns of that Event with this. Per- 
haps 'twill not be anpleafant to tfaee to know it. 

In the Year 1644, toward the latter End, a Com- 
pany of StagtPli^frs were at a Place call'd f^iiry^ 
emeFtainlng the People with Comedies ; but there 
happened fomething really tragical to one orthe 
ASors, This Man was to perform the Part of onq 
Deai^ and then he was to revive again by Magkk^ 
Headled his Part tootruely^ and baffled the l^ecrtf- 
mancer's Art. For when he touch*d him with hi$ 
Tali/man^ as the. Rules of the P/^ requirM, in order 
to his RefurreSilonf the inanimate TriMi could noto- 
bey . The Man was Dead indeed. 

Wliether he overftrain'd himfelf in imitating the 
filent, ftilly aiid irrecoverable Privations of that paf* 
five State,, and gave his ilippcry Soul si. ftrong Temp- 
tation, with a fair Opportunity to efcape its Bonds f 
or whether Heaven had a particular Hand in fo re« 
markable a Cataftrophe^ I will not prefame to divine. 
But this and the other Occurrence, has put the People 
quite out of Conceit with flays. 

Sage Ha}i^ remember the Arahian Proverip 
which fays, T/j notgood to jefi mjith God^ Deaths or 
iht Devil. For the Firft neither cau^ nor will he mock* 
ed; the Second mods all Men, one time or other i and 
the Third puts anetimal Sarcafm on thofe that are t<A 
familiar with him. 

Riris, loth rfthe \ft Moon, 
tf the Tear i66z. 
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LETTER XL 

To D^nct Ogloq, 

GO D onravel my Soul, revtrfe my Facnltier,. 
torn my Nature infide oat, make me a Mon- 
fter of a new Predicamoity or annihilate me, which* 
he pleafes, if I am- not true to my Tfuft ; yet the- 
Miniilers of the F9rt fafbed me. 

By the Thoughts of Mahomet oar hely Lawgiver, 
whifft he was dimirine the boondleis Heights of 
the Firmament, I Ve a Heart like the Roman Curtius,. 
who bravely leapM into the fethomlefs Jfy/s to iave 
his Country from Ruin. They miftake Mmbmut, 
who think heUl be pimp*d out of his Loyaky by 
Frowns or Smiles,^ Flatteries or Threats, Gold or 
Tortures. I'd run the Rifque of Damnation it felf ta 
ferve my Sovereign, or to do any Thing* becomings 
Man of Honour. Yet my Superiors iwe me like z 
Villain or a Traytor. Their Letters are full of Re^ 
proaches and Threatnings, as if I were not worthy 
to live. *Tis ftrange to me whence all this Malice 
ihould proceed ; and that after I have done and fuf- 
fer'd all that could be expeded from a Muffitlman in- 
my Poft, to demonftrate my incorruptible Fidelity 
to the Grand Signhr, I ihould ftill be perfecuted 
as a Tiafery and Enemy to the Ottoman Ihtereft. X 
know not what to think of it. 

If I have done any Thing which deferves' Death 
er Imprifonment, why do they not. (e^d for me to 
Conftantinople, and execute Juftice on me ? Or if I 
Mn not thought fit to continue any longer in this 
Foil, why do they not call for my Commiflion» and^ 
give it fomebody better qualify *d ? Either of thefe 
would>be a merciful Proceedine, compared with the 
more cruel and ignominious Way they have invent* 

ed 
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^d to jnurder me : For, now they put me to a 
lingring Death, by continually corroding and waft- 
ing the Peace of my Soul, which is iny Life, with 
Contempts and Reproaches. 

I am not at all troubled when they tax me with 
Atheifm^ or fay, I'm a Kyfilhafchiy a Libertine, z 
Chriftiariy a Heathen Fhilofopber ; or when they are 
pleasM to make a Monfier of me, a Mungrel Galli* 
maufiyy a walking Hotchpot , compounded of Jeiu^ 
Turk, N'azareney and Epicure. In loading me with 
thefe opprobrious Titles,, they rank mrwith fome of 
the greateft Mortals, and engage even our Holy 
Prophet himfelf to efpoufe my Caufe, an^ vindicate 
my Reputation ; iince he is in thefe very Terms 
blafphem*d by the Followers of Jefus : Thofc 7«/f- 
de/s forgetting that their own Meffias was after the 
like Manner traduc'd by the Jeius, who call'd him 
Jmpoftory Magician^ Hereticky Demi, andf I know 
not what. This has been the Lot of all holy Men and 
Prophets, to be envy'd and afpers'd by the Grandees 
of the Nation and Age wherein they liv'd : Becaufe 
they boldly reproved their Vices^ and taught them 
the fincere Maxims of Virtue both by Word and £xr 
ample. And thoUgh I have not Vanity enough to* 
lift niy (elf in the Number of Prophets, or perfe£b 
Men ; yet I have reafon to conclude, that all this 
Perfecution is raised againft me, on the Account of 
the Liberty I take to r<i;prf hend the Errors and Fai- 
lings of thofe who are Slaves ta the Grand Signior^ 
as well as I : Tho* I have been commanded to da 
this by the moft Auguft Minifter of the Empire. But 

freat Men in Power love not to be told of their 
aults. They wou'd live Arbritary as Sovereigns, 
without the leaft Check or Controul. They wilt 
vather cherifti a thoufand Flatterers and Sycophants 
than itifter one Diogenes to live. 

But that Which vexes me moft is, that they 
^nce upon mc in fome Expreftions, as if I were^ 

MfcL 
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falfe to the Trail which is repofed in me. A Crime 
for which I ever had an invincible Abhorrence^ 
and which would fooner tempt me aThoufand Times 
to die, than to be once eoilty of it. Thoa know*ft 
my Temper, and I need fay no more. 

I (hould have barft with Grief and Indig;nation, 
had I not given my Refentments this Vent, and that 
to a Friend who, by knowing my AfBidlion, takes 
one half of it for his own Share, and fo Vm eas*d. 

Paris, 2d of the ^tb Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 



LETTER XII. 

^0 Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher 

to the Seraglio. 

THEY have a Proverb here in the Wefty whicb 
fays, All is not Gold that gttfttrs. And *tis 
frequently verifyM in their own Pricfts, who are 
generally the ereatell Hypocrites in the World. 

I had not been long in this City, before I fent 
a Letter to Bedredin, Superior of the' Der*vi/es of 
Cogni in Natalia , whofe Soul is now with God ; 
wherein I gave him an Account of the Converfe I 
once had with a Jefuit. For, pretending to be a 
Student and Retainer to the Clergy, I could not 
avoid the Cpmpany of Ecclefiafticks ; befides, it 
was my Intereft to infinuatc into their Acquain- 
tance ; and to tell the Truth, I have made it a great 
Part of my Bufinefs to gam a Familiarity with Priefts 
and Dervifes, ever fmce I came hither. 

There was Abundance of Reafon for this, on feve- 
ral Accounts. For I improved myfelf much by the 
Society of thofe amongft them that are learned ; 

and 
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and I edify'dnot a little by the very Ignorance and 
i^oUies of others. From fome I fgueez'd out Se- 
crets of State, and the Defigns of Cabals: By others 
I penetrated into the myilerious Vices of their own 
Order. In a word, all of them taught me fome- 
' thing or other which I knew not before ; and I ne- 
ver had occafion to repent of keeping them Com- 
pany. 

I contrad^ed a particular Friendihip with an ho- 
ncft Friar or two in this City, who were Perfons of 
Candor and Learning : But now they are dead. Be- 
fides, I hstve had no fmall Intimacy with Cardinal 
RichlieUf and his SuccefTor MaxartHt, 1 tell thee». 
if I had not coveted the Friendfhip of thefe prince- 
ly Priefls, yet it had been imp<^ble to efcape their 
Knowledge, as obfcure a Figure as I make. For, 
it -was t)ieir conftant PradUce^ thus to feek out all 
the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 
pretence of that great Regard they had for Men of 
Merit; bat in reality, to pump out of them Foreign 
Sed-ets, 

Cardinal Ricblieu profef&'d a great Kindneis to 
lee, becaufe I had been at Cwifiamin^ple^ and in o- 
ther Parts of the Grand Signior^ Dominions. He 
feem'd alfo to value me not a little for my Skill ini 
interpre^ng Greehj Scla<vonicky and other Languager 
of the Eaft, What he thought of me in*s Heart, I 
cannot divine ; but I have reafon to think, he fufpedt* 
ed me for a Muffklman, And yet I wonder he ne- 
ver- fearchM for the main Proof, the Mark of C/>- 
cumcijion. Perhaps, 'twas an EfFedl .of his good 
Nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
Btit I had rather aicribe it to Providence, which 
woti*d not fafier him, it may be, to make fo fatal 
a Reflexion : Yet, by his Order ibme Years ago, I 
was imprifonM for fix Moons, What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But I had a 
ihrewd Jeaiouf/ of ^ a certain TranfiJvanian Jleiideftt 

at 
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at this Cottrty who perhaps might do me Tome ill 
Offices. The World*s iike a. Lottery, wherein we 
muft expe£t to meet with many unlucky Chances. 

By what I have faid, tho» wilt eafily perceive^ 
thataltho* the Priefb make a fair Semblance of Piety » 
Mortificatioin and other Religious Virtaeiy yet they 
are great Bufy-bodies,. and wholly taken up in fecu- 
lar Affairs. 

If this were the worf^ Character they deferve, they 
might pafs for very good Men, and neceffary In- 
ilruments. of the publick Welfare : Becaufe, they 
have the Tutelage and Guardiaofliip of all Mens 
Confciences ; they form ^em- in their Youth, and 
govern 'em in. their ripeft Years. Befides, they 
have many Advantages of fludying the Politicks 
more than other Men, as being all educated in the 
Acadimies, where, if they be not very dull, they can- 
hot fail of becoming good Hiftotians, and indiffi»- 
rent State/men, For their Libraries abound with 
all manner of antimt and modem Writers^, and their 
Converfation ii generally refined and pregnant la 
Intrigues. 

Bat they corrupt their Learning with falfe Max- 
ims which they borrow from an intolerable Pride 
and Senfuality ; perfuading themfelves, that they 
are as far above other Men, that is-, the Laity, as 
thofe are above the Beafisi that Go0 has be«- 
.fiow'd on them a Dignity fuperior ta that of the 
greateft Temporal Monarchs ; and, in fine, that this 
Earth is a Paradife, and themfelves dieGrods and 
Lords of it. 

When I fpeakat MaRate of the Naxanne Priefts^ 
tinderftahd me not without Reftri6lion. There are 
ibme good and holy Men amon^ft them, Perfons of 
unblemifh'd Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity* 
But, thefe are very rare; and the French Priefts 
are edeem'd the moft iincere of any withifl the P'edt 
of the RtMon Church, 

As 
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As for the Italian Clergy, tliey arc mccr Liber- 
tines ; the moil debauched and profligate Fellows in 
the World. 

Adonai the Jenu^ a late private Agent of the 
Grand Signior^ who had travelPd' up and down 
^thro^ all Italy y and refided a confiderable Time in 
the chief Cities and Towns of Note, made many 
curious Obfervattonsand Remarks on the Lives of the 
Prieils which he fet down in his Journal. This I 
have by me now, it being fent me, according to my 
Deiire, after his Death by Zeidy Alamanxi^ his Suc- 
<eiror in that Station, who is at prefent at Venice, 

I have perusM thb Relation my felf, with no 
fmall Pleafure i and believe *twill not be unwel- 
come to thee, to give thee an Abftra^l of what he 
fays. 

It is pofTible, he maj exaggerate fome Things, 
and deliver himfelf too partiaTly in others, out of 
the natural and inherent Averflon the Je^s have for 
the CbriJHans. But thou wilt find, that in the 
Main, he infifls only on fuch Refle£Hons as it be- 
<:omes any Man to make, who has the leaft Spark of 
common Morality and Reafon. 

In the firft place, he £nds Fault with the Ecdefl- 
afticks, in that they abflain from Marriage them- 
ielves, yet recommend that State to the Laity as a 
-very holy Sacrament and Myilery of Religion: 
whilft they indulge themfelves at the fame time in all 
jnanner of Lafcivioufnefs ; wallowing in Fornica- 
tion, Adultery^» Inccfl, and Sodomy itfclf. He 
feys, there is hardly one Frieft in Ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harlots; and the moft re- 
clufe Dervifes, are either Pimps to other Mens 
Lufts, or they indulge their own with the moil in 
famous Courtefcans and Catamites. Thefe Preten- 
,ders to Perfediion and Sanctity, are often found 
Mafquerading and R&velling about the Streets in the 
Time of the Camaval, with a Company of Whores 

for 
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for their Attendants. Nay, all the Year roand their 
Monafteries are no other than Stews or Brotbel-bou/ef^ 
They introduce Women into their Ceils in a mona* 
JHek Habity and To they pafs for Men who come to 
vifit them as Friends, Relations, or Travellers. Thefe 
Ladies of Pleafure lie thus conceal*d for many Days 
and Nights together. And the Superior of the Con- 
*v€nt winks at this for a little Money, being moft 
commonly as bad as any of them. 

Thefe Holy Fathers go marching and flouching 
alone the Streets, in the moft mortify'd manner i- 
magtnable. You wou*d take *em for perfedl Santones 
and Idiots. Yet this is all but Mummery, whilfl 
they are the mod glozing Hypocrites in the World, 
meer Dwils in a City, and abounding in wicked 
Thoughts Und Practices. 

Aionai tells a pleafant Story of a young MonafUck 
of St. DominiclCs Order at Rome. I'his Monk was 
of noble £xtra£Uon, and his Parents were very rich 
and powerful in the City. On which Account he 
was indttle'd many Liberties deny*d to the reft of his 
r^giott) Srethren. He was permitted to carry good 
Quantities of Gold and Silver about him, for his per- 
fonal Expences ; and to wear 2^/ecsilar Habit fuita- 
ble to his Birch and Quality. But this Liberty had 
like to have prov'd fatd to him one Night during 
the Cama*vaL 

It was late, and very dark, when this religious 
Bully was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for 
IVkores ; and talking under certain Piazza^s near 
the River Tyher^ he was accofted by a Woman mafk'd 
and in a very good Drefs ; who fpoke to him frank- 
ly, aflcing him the way to // Rotunda, This is the 
Name of a Church in Rome^ dedicated to All the 
Saints : In the Time of the Gentiles, *tvvas caird 
Pantheon, or the Temple of all the Gods* The Monk 
being in one of his rambling Equipages, and his 
Inclination equally bent on Pleafure i having 

alfo 
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alfoa hundred Florim about him s prefently made 
anfwer. He would condu^ her to the Place (he en- 
quired for. She, after fome counterfeit E&Ly^ of a 
.iRoieft Repulfe» at leneth accepted his Offer : And 
by the Way he perfuaded her into a Tavern. Th& 
cunning Nymph managed her Buiineis fo well, that 
the Monk over-heated with Wine, and other coftly 
Entertainments, grew fo in Love with her, that he 
forgot (he was to go to the F anthem^ and ofier'd 
to wait on her home. She accepted the Motion, 
and telling him her Houfe wasfeated on the Banks 
of the ^yber^ they returned the fame Way as they 
came. 

When they arrivM at the Piazza's, where they 
£rft met, three Perfons appear'd^ muffled up in 
Cloaks : Two of which fuddenly feiz*d the Monk» 
holding their Ponyards at his fireaft i whilft the third 
diiclofmg the hidden Light of a dark Lanthorn, 
which he held in his Hands, faflenM on the Lady, and 
made her unmalk. As foon as he iaw her Face, he 
flamp'd and ravM, menaced and fwore he would be 
the Death of that Villain who had debauch*d his 
Wife. All this was but a fore-laid Deiign. In a 
-word, after all the Parts of an abuied, incensM re- 
vengeful Hu(band af^ed to the Life, at laft, through 
the Interceffion of the two other Ruffians, and the 
Monk's penitent and fubmiffive Addrefs, it was con- 
cluded to fpare his Life, and only ilrip him naked ; 
leaving him in that Condition to feek his Fortune a- 
mong the Watch. 

This was foon put in Execution, and the free^ 
hooters, with all their Prey, fecurely march'd off. 
The poor Monk, thus miferably abandoned, with- 
out Garments, Money, or any Thing to comfort 
him in this Calamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave 
himfelf over to Melancholy and Defpair, in regard, 
this Accident would bring an eternal Infamy on 
him, and he fhould be no longer able to fhew his 

Face 
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Face in Rome^ the Seat of hk Nativity ; aor among 
any of his Kindred and Friends. Sometimes he 
thought to drown himfelf in the Tyher \ or ^fe to 
counterfeit a Frenzy, and fo run brawling, drivel- 
ling, and talking Nonfenfe thro* the Streets ; hoping 
the reft would never be divulged. 

Whilft he was in thefe penfive Thoughts, irrefo- 
lute what to do, the Watch walkine their Rounds, 
bolted upon him on a fudden ; and feeing a naked 
Man, at that Time of Night, in fuch a folitary 
Place, at firft were flartled, as tho' they had met a 
Ghyly but recolleding themfelves better, they bold- 
ly fek'd his Perfon, and examined how he came in 
diat Condition. 

It was in vain for him to beg, intreat, and pro- 
miie any Thing, if they would not expofe him to 
open Shame. This did but increafe their Curiofi- 
ty and Sufprcion. In a Word, the Place of their 
J^endezvouz being very near the fame Tavern where 
this unfortunate Monk had regaled his Struitipet^ 
they led him thither, and kept him Prifoner till the 
Morning. He that kept the Houfe remembe/d 
his Face again, and knowing that the Governor of 
Rome had a fecret Enmity againft the Monk, and 
all his Race, fcnt him private Intelligence of this Ad- 
venture, encouraging him to take his Opportunity 
of Revenge j hinting withal, that he need not take 
notice,* that he knew the Monk,* but only ptmi{h 
him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws of 
the City. 

♦ The Governour, Ijeing glad of this Occafion, when 
the Monk was brought before him, order'd him to 
be whip^d thro' the very Street where his Monaftery 
flood. This was done accordingly; and as he 
pafsM by the Gate, his Brethren, feeing him in 
that Condition, rufh'd out, and refcued him from 
the Executioner's Hands, breathing Revenge againft 
the Governor, and all that were concern'd in put- 
ting 
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ting' this Difiionoar oa their Hoafe/ and the whole 
Order. 

r muft be forc'd to bpeak off, before I have m- 

fonh'd thee of half their Tricks, icft I ihoirid tire 

thee with the Length of xsij Letters. Befides, it is 

neccfFary for me to conclude, unlcfs I^would mifs xny 

Opportunity : For the Pod tarries for no Man. 

Venerable Hadgt, live thou to enjoy the ferene 
Plcafures of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for 
^Mabtnut that he may never be ftain'd with the Cor- 
ruptions and Vices of Ittfideh^ among whom he 
reiides. r 

Paris, \%th of the ^'tb Moon, 
. of the Tear 1992. 
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L^ETTER XIII. 

To the Chiaus Bafia. 

• » ^ 

np^'E French Kin^'p Genius ftems altogether 
- Jl bcntojimartialandpolitick Affairs J and tho* 
he all6%ys fomc Moments to bis Love, yet the great- 
eit Part of his Time is confeerated to the neceffafy 
Affeirs of State, and to the Improvement of Mili- 
tary Difcipline. This has bech his Courfc evtr 
fmce the Death of Catdiital Ma^zarini. ' That Mi- 
nifter; whilft 'he was living, eiideavouf'd nothing fo 
• earncltly as to divert the young Moiiah:h irdtn 
ininding Bufinefs, by P/ay'^, Ballads, and^olher foft 
Entertamments. But'asfdon as he was dead, the 
King began by Degrees to forfake his youthful Re- 
creatipns^ and Jook into the Affairs of his Gov*r- 
mcnt^ " ' ... 

The firff b61d ftroke of Regal Authority whffch 
; he^ ga^e,J *ao the fuppreffing the Superintpndan^ of 



,tlic Thumemf a iFcry tneient Q^ m F^sim, hot 
^och abas*d of bte by thofe who have enjoyed itm 
JPou hating the Managomttit «f the Rojfal Rwatuu^ 
it has been finmd oott that they embeaanlVl thevk 
. ito their own priirate Ufcsy pxitbafiiig Houfe, Ca- 
4Uei, Towns, and the faireft Eibites in the iCi^- 
Jim for them and thehr PbHenqr • 

TheM hi thb Offict was the^i^nr FhmA s whct» 

befidet the Wafle he made of the Hif^s MonQriii 

•/his Kindy was kying up an extraordiaaiy Pcoviiion 

rj6f Arms and Powder in BtUi ^^ a Sta-part of 

prance : Which gaire the King fo great a Su^dmaf 

Jiis ill Defy^t uat he went in ferfin after him as 

far as Nanus % and belng~there farther iifformedof a 

private Corrtfponiem* .held beswedh *the Siair Fw- 

^uiif and fome Malec$9tms of CdrtUnal de RetvS^ 

♦artjr, "he taurd'him to'l^inwltad, Tnid feui Prifo - 

^er to the Wood of VinctMnw\ From whence be 

lias (ince been «broaght to the. Jld^^fr. This was 

^done in the 9th M#Mr, of the Jail Year, and was the 

X)ccafion of.erBftiaera;new Chamber of yufiUt^ to 

•enqalre into the Condqd of thoTe whb were em<- 

>ploy'dby Fmput in- the Mani^ement .ofthe-#SRMa- 

The great Difcoieeries thb Cbamhir ha^alfeadv 
.^nade oT the Cheats and Tncks pradifed by thoHi 
jihfo* whpfe Hiauids the Kin^z R§vetmis have paflcd^ 
will» *tis thoittrht, move the King. to cftabUfli it as a 
perf^etoal zm S9Vifiigm Cafrt of Inqmifitiw : S« 
akatnot die Value of an .^^^^.^hall henceforth be 

Cid oat rftke Rpal Tna/uryt wjkhout the Appro- 
lion of this Chamher* ^Vf/t has alfo retrenched 
many ftperfiuous Ofias in his Hoiiihold» that he 
.may the more eaiify fupport the Charges of thoie 
jthat as< |jecef&ry. 

Thon wilt better comprehend the Wifiiom of 
' Als Pfiaoe. when thou ihalt know^ that he trofta 
AothiH ^(l^tt^y t<^ ^ Mintfier^, Ifut pries into 

every 
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«vetv Thing h^nfelf. He examines Matters t)T tke 

finsdl^ Mbnient, as tftrroWly- W die meft impottant 

<?oncems. He nakes dally Refbrmatioos among Us 

dopieftick Senrants, ;an<l new-med^ both the AriHf 

kod the $tate^ Which is alfo ne fmall Ai^ament^ 

^is^ouragCy aBdtheGrefttiiel8of^i»S^n€j inthat 

lie dares con'Uradifi: die Methods of all hk Progeni'^ 

tors i ukfi the Frame eiTthb mighty Goreniment,^ as 

k were, to piec;es » and having mended every thia||{ 

that was amHs» joiii it together agsin s hot aftettft 

t'atterii wholly depeBdifig cm his own Jod^meat. 

This has aftonifhM the greatefl; S&tdmen of the 

Age, who confidertbe'Boldh^ of tJbeURdertakingy 

,and yet ..cannot .find one falfe Step in his Mea- 

fares; For, whereat formerly the Prinoes of the 

^Blood, the Officers of the State, the Govemprs of 

;I*rovinces, with other Grandees, having given f re-" 

^qucnt Trouble to the Kings of franc4^ and riot fel<- 

dom rais'd Civil War when any Thing dlfgufted them 

C^^reat was. theirPower, and fo fmall their Depen- 

,3^ce onthe Kii^:) This 'Monarch has by ^ ha]>- 

py J^inSt of his judgment and Refolution, givetr fa 

' 4eKt^rous a Turn to the whole Syfl^n ^ the^Pnb* 

~l;it:lc;, 'th^t the'Prinees 'find themfelves mdrp.^g^ao^ 

' d.i;i^*dthan ever 5 ^theCWicersof the Crown percehre 

their P^nity increased with new Luftres, ' and the 

Governors c^ Prpirinces exercife a ftronger Hand 

' pver their Subje^b ; yet eX\ of them are ndxicM to 

an entire Dq>endaB€e on the King himibtf, not be- 

ine in a Capacity ever, to rebel again. Which Js 

effeem'd, a Miracle pf^Policy . As he has thus gained 

. 'theP^nt.of his Sublets at home, and effcabii&^d 

his Re2|ln> in the moH ^^t^Oeionomy that can 

beimaginM $ To he has recovered a particular .Ho« 

nour , abroad, that till this Time has been al« 

ways disputed ^tween -the Crowns oi France and 

F * It 
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It feems an AmbaHador from Snveden arrivM at the 

Englifo Court in th<{ ioth Moon of the laft Year ; 

The French Ambailador fent his Coaches to honour 

the Publick Entrv, as Js ufual between Friends. Bat 

the Spanijb Ambafladoi, defigning to affront the 

'Trench, fent his Coaches alfo ^to attend the Cere • 

jnony, accompany*d by his own Servants, and a 

..Rabble of idle Perfons whom he had hir'd on Pur- 

'jjofc. Thefe fell on the French as they were palling 

. along th^ Street, kill'd feveral of them, and by Force 

floppM their Coaches, *till thofe of the Spaniflf Am- 

baiTador were got before *em ; the Pre-eminence of 

.Place being the chief Thing aimed at. 

This was highly refented at the Frtnch Court, and 
•every Body thoaght that a frelh War would break ^ 
out again between the two Nations on this Account. 
The angry youne Monarch commanded the Spanijh 
Ambai&dor refideat here to depart the Kingdom ; • 
and when another was fent to fupply his Place, the 
King forbad him to enter his Dominions. Coni- 
plaints were made at Madrid, and all things tended 
xo a Rupture. Till at length the King of Spain 

.having prom ifed to make Satisfii&ion, his AmbaiTa- 

'<dor was receivM at this Court, who aifured the 
.Kine, That his Mafter difavowed the Adion of hjs 

. Minifter in England, and had giving exprefs Com* 
mand to all his Ambafladors in foreign Courts, npt 
to difputc the Place with thofe of France, but to yeild 
It to the latter, where they (hould both be prefent at« 
the fame Entry. This was declared in the Prefence 

' of thirty foreign Minifters refiding at this Court* 
Which has raisM a-vail Reputation to the King of 
France among all his Neighbours, and ilruckthe 
greater Reverence into his Subjeds at home. 

In a Word, he is look'd upon as^ ^e moil fortu- 
nate Prince in Chrifiendom, and every State courts 
ibis Fciendfhip. He gives the Law to the reft of 

Europe^ 
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Europe, yet remains himfdf Arbitary and above 
ControiiL' 

/ How long his Afliirs will continue at this Height, 
is known only toGoDv who exalts and abafes whonr 
he pleafes ; who is the fole Monarch of all Things, 
reigning for ever without the leafl Shadow of Revo- 
lution or Change. 

' Paris, 1 2tb of the jih Mm^ 
^ of the Tear 1662^ 



LETTER XIV. 

Ta ibd fame. 

IT was late wheri I finiffi'd my other Letter, be - 
ing the Hour of the Devil*s Range, when th«- 
Infernal Spirits are permitted to air themfelv^s in- 
this upper Wbrld. Methouehts I heard the Clatter- 
ing Echo of the Gates of I^aradife, whifih are 
ihttt at that^Seafon to keep out tht Demons fronv 
entering and difturbing^ the Repofe of theBlef^Mi 
This made me conclude fo abruptly; left fome bufy 
Scribe of * the dark Regions, fhould have inferted 
Evil in my Letter' whilft I were aflcep. I recom- 
mended ray felf to God, and went to Bed. After 
two Hours Reft, awaking, J perceiv'd by the Crow- 
ing of the Cocks, that the Troops of Hell were re- 
tir'd- to their Den, chas'd down* by Ar^urus and th« 
Guardian Cohftellations of the South, and by the 
Angels of the .fecond Watch. Then I arofe, and 
chearfuUy addreft'd my fcif to'GoD, praifing him for 
the fucceffive Benefits of Day and Night, and extoll 
ling his magnificent Works, with the exquifite Or^ 
der that he has eflabli(h*d in the World. Remem- 

F i bring 



bring alfatbal T was a Slani, and hat BoMi to^ ^^^^^ 
bur t(y ierve the Graiui $ignipr and ray FHfcfid^s, £ 
xeadily fei Pen u> Piaper ag^in, to give ilitii a fktther 
Account of the Frf/tch King andKLs Coort^ witHftttlt' 
Occurrences as have happened of late. 

This Monarch is very £ngular in his- ^Cbffcl'adiL 
and Manner of Life, not brooking to be' confined^ 
10 the Maxin^s of others ; bdt Ca«iaring ail his A£Uon» 
by Roles of his own : Yet tis difficult to find a 
£ault in his Proceedings. He heass the Advice oT 
iris Coonfcilors and Friends ;: and when they. hawQ^ 
done, he convinces them in raanVThln^y. thatthej^ 
are under a Miflake ; which fiiakes them admire the: 
Force of his Reafon» and the Readine^ ofhis wii^ 
efpeciaUy when they ice the £veatsanfwefing Expec- 
tation. 

^ Neither is Re altogether (b intent on State Mat- 
tpSy but that he foro^times gives himfelf the Dive^ 
iao. of a familiar Difcourfe, with the nsoft ingenlona 
Artiftsofatt Sorts, who find themfdvei i&creh iiti-^ 
Bfov^d by the Qmcknefs of his Invention, and tke^ 
Solidity of hift JoSgment in the Mechahlcki^ : Foi^ 
IbS is an excellent GurhJkitB^ ^'word cutler ^ Ah^^^ 
muhr'^ andevery Thing that becomes a lELiAjg to pKK 
fifs. , 

H^ isa gbod^.^EIteSl aTfo» and takei vaU'dl^ltght 
in Buildings^ havloglaid the Foundation^ of fi^ek^t 
Bi2»nificent Stnifbir^, Palaces ofa noble Defign*„ 
End intended to^ outvie the nooft polite and glbrious^ 
fa^miiofandent Gr//rrand ^Qm§, Fdt, ftelV 
thee, thi^ Monarch would not willingly come' ihort 
of any of thf C^e/ars, 

At the Deginnjfg^ of this Te&t, he a^randnt*d 
his Couft^ by a Promotion of fixty two juiights'df 
the Holy Spirit. I hav^ often mentioned this Ode^ 
in my Letter* to the MiniHers of the Porte ; atidthpa. 
that haft been in France kuw*i, that ^tis th'cf nexc 
9feg to being madePeer of the&ialnu Ifliall only 



in&rift.tlne^ thtb dming tte Qtrmmtmof ibk l^ft; 
Fr^motion, the Dakm of Ktn4ffm0>9tid Latui^t^illM] 
kad iu ^ud about tbo Ftttwhoex^ iiihkb iitJa#i wat > 
adjoiled' laBaTwr o£ dio.Aan«r^ In. a wtr^i thai; 
X^ deelkrcdoJke Ho^ib of ^«ii6>r^ tftiam ^ Bi^tft 
diF^M^fa«fer^aU:otiiit Princni. ««drtQ^fi9fiJm4ifi; 
tke Thron&k AIT*, next a&BribeljoQf^of BHtrh»* 

Thit 18. look^dMipoit as: sl bo)d:.Eff<Ht.t>f; 8^1' 
Powers and: has. ibatlidl all i^Cofirt;.. No? \f^^ 
forpnzed ^we^a they to fef^- the Diiko of; t,9rfr0iftt\ 
reftgn a}P]iis.£ftatnjtOi&be Kingrof JF/ravi^i^ r^Arvtf»g; 
only ij^BoQfcffiM>d£]thatadiinA|^hiaJy^ 

And, now tho. lynsp^ hanng «x»tbr%*4: t}H( PqIn^^ 
miballiiis,EtteniicB» Dotk' V^t^gj^m^AJlliofi^^ 
lodias nothlMp nwre* easvoftly»' tlMOc t0. diwM hjiir • 
Qgo^i^ anil Uo hi& ftitQfeiaa mte di^ Ssvia^ U 
Meo^ t|e Efidb^ oft iiis. ma^joMc^ f^WtmPf !«/ 
whkli^oveii.CiowtildiHBaAi'iad Attmftljvr^cowfAiM' 
ta Aoopvand* faUcnit;. 

Oii.W 5/2^; of ite. foii«|vm» JMm^. by bffl 4^ 
pjDRmmeiit wa. bcfid. a Saivtrtfiimi^ ^ ^im/V» l«; 
tbo Ff«M^^ aalir iti. ^This. it. a Sort ^ B)c^»iih «ib 
Horfeback, nlmkacioii. of llit: aookM yimm ^ 
figbtkig^ wicb^Speaf an^Sbkld. 

The Place wo^they nui vim mj]*4 abopt(» aMf 
flBaguficent Chtt^ ereaed for tbe C^cfo^ aiicl Ladfe» 
of the Court to fit in, as ^^Gfcat^v. Tbf Dinr- 
tifemesit wat very pompontt and. tbt King wajr 
one of the ComButantt^ The reft were the XNuce of • 
O^om tho Khig*8 Brother,. ^Prince of Gmk^^ ihm^ 
Boke of jl?i»giMM.Son to tihefrinee, ai^tha DufceoC 
Gmtu^ Each of thefe led a Troop of Hpilfe into thc^ 
Fkid^ That of the Kiag'a was habiied aftef tho 
Manner of the old Roman Knights. The Duto oS' 
OrliaHs*% made a Figure like the Ptrfians : Tho 
Prince of Conde*s reprefented tht OtittmoMs : Thr 
Duke of Enguien\ Troops were in hulian Habio ;• 
and the Duke ofGuizi't appearM like the Salvages of 

F 4 Amiiriea^ 
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Amerita. It would be too tedjoas to diefcribe the 
partic alar Magnificence of each. ' Suffice it to fay, 
that they were all prodigioufly majeftickand rich in 
their Equipage. The Courfes alfo they made, were 
brave and full of Gallantry. But the Prizes, 
which was a Diamond of great Value, was adjudged 
t9 the Prince of Conde by the Queen- Mother. 

One of the fornftcr Kings of France loft his Life 
at this Royal Exercife, being run through the Eye 
ItjXQ the Brain by the Spear of an EngUJh Kniehc 
then at the Frfnch Court, and one of the Comba- 
tants : For which Reafon, the following Kings of 
France forbore^ to cxpofc themfelves to the like Dan- 
ger: But -this young Af«r/ fears nothing, being a» 
venturous and bold as was Sultan Amur at ^ the Tro* 
phies of whofe vi^orious Combat with the Perjian 
Challenger at the Siege of Babylon hang up in the 
l^reafuiy to this Day, as Monuments of his invinci- 
ble Courage and Strength. Sultan Achmet alfo took 
great Delight iii' throwing the Lance with his Cour- 
tiers in the Atmeidan, Thefe are Sports fit for Kings 
attd great Generals. And fome of the Roman C«- 
•fars themfelves would play the Gladiatws. . 

, It is not lawful for me to cenfure or reflet on 
tVe Aftions of iny Sovereign. But I will tell thee 
\^hat the French fay of hini by- way of Contempt ^ 
*Fhat he newer combated in his j>nvn Per/on wth any 
Tlikg hut timorous Hates and Hinds, It makes me 
bltifh to hear the great Emperor of the -fi^.thps 
Waiphem'd by the prophane Mouths of Infidels, 
And it were to be wifh*d, he would do fome fur- 
prizing Aftion, to raife himfelf another Chara.fter. 
I'fay no more, but recommehd thee to Goa and the 
White Angel.. 

; Paris', izthofthejthMoon, 
of the Tear 1662. 

LET-* 
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LE TTE R XV. 

To Zeidi Alamanzii a Merchant aP 

Venice; 

THOU haft obliged me beyond Expe£tation, 
in that ample Hiftory of thy Life, which 
thy Letter contains. I efteem thee not the worfc 
bec^ufe thou wert born of Chriftian Parents, but rather 
put the higher Value on thy Merit, in that being 
bred in Superftition and Error, thou haft volunta- 
, rily embraced the Truth, without any Profpeft of 
advancing thy Intereft. 

When a Man of a noble Stock, born to Richcf 
and Honours, bred in Softnefs and Delights, and 
a^ually poftefTed of a fair Eftate, fhall thus abandon 
kis Country, his Relations, Friends, and Acquaint 
tance, with alh his native Rights and Enjoyments, 
purely for the Love of God, refigning himfelf 
wholly to the Wijl of DeiUoy, and the Cohdu^ of 
Providence, without confulting his own Eafe afi4^ 
Delight in this wbrrd ; ''tis an evident Sign- 
. of a faithfcd Heart, and that his Integrity is without 
Stain. 

All this, and, much more, it feems,. thou haft 
done, and therefore thou canft not fail of being 
happy in this World, and in Paradife. 

I am extremely pleas'd in reading the various 
Adventures of thy Youth,, thy early Inclinations to 
vifit foreign Countries, and thy adual Travels 
through £«r^^ Jfia, and J/rua. This is the only 
Way to learn true and com pleat Wifdom. For, a- 
Man edifies a thoufand Times more by his own perfo- 
nal Experience" of Things, than by all the molV ele- 
rant Defcriptions that can be made by others, 
^fides the Advantage of becoming expert in the-* 
' *■'" ^ S ' ' fc:vcfal 
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feveni Langoaees and Dialeds of the Earth |. which, 
he can ncvpgfmm fey feift£dK^ M Bbdksn as by con* 
verfing with the Natives of each. Country through 
whicft he pafles. 

Beyond all this, thett is te infinite Pleafure iii> 
freingthe Variety ofObjefb, which, everywhere 
ca^poie' themftlves to a Traveller's Eye. Thoe k 
nothing mott ddightflil to homan Nature, dian 
to try all Things. MaQ i&doyM with what is toa 
familiar to him* The moft t&agnifitbnt Pakce^ 
woa'd s^ppear like m Prifon tb him that were d^ 
ways confii^ to it. The gitateft Fields and moft 
ihady Groves would afferdus no 'Refrelhment, if we 
Jud not Liberty to ftruggle out of them wheA We 
picafed. Man is naturxuly wild as Other Aitimah}^ 
and *tis as bad as^ Death to be reftrained of his Free- 
dom. I had rather at certain Seafona range a. Wil<- 
dernefe, all over-run with Weeds and Br&rs, tfaatiittk 
the moft regular and fragrant Garden in the World.. 
J would willingly chufe the Fatigue of Climbing dp^ 
a high, fteep, criaggy Mountain, for the Sake of a 
new and larger Proijpefl, before the Eafe aPwalk*.. 
ing always in a low Valley, or even Plain, tiiougk^ 
graced with, never fo many inviting^ Objedts, which 
fl)uft always be the fame : So folltmie are the vefy 
Pleafores we are daily accudomed to. 

I doubt not but that it was vei^ agreeable to thee> 
in thy Jpumies, when every Remove thou madeEk 
from Stage to Stage, promim thee fomething novel, 
and frefh. A Maxji in fuch Cafes is apt to thmk the- 
Sun himfelf new, who has flii&ed upon him from 
his Nativity : The Air, the Earth, ahd Waters ap- 
pear not the fame Elements, in dlftrent Pftces p 
or if our Reafon convinces tis dieir Nature Is Aot 
changed, yet we look upon them as Mafyttir^As^ 
every Day in a new Drefi; efpedally when we 

fo from one Region and Climate to another, the 
trahgeuefs of the Difguife is heightened*. (^ fn* 
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&fm a Vmkty ff eftM it «f to Aofe wkQ tr*- 
vol. 

8iit ivHtiog alToidft 4 Man greater. Qeligbt». than^' 
%». W kmiUftr^ aci^qftiQtcd witii the di^rent Har 
bits. Laws, Cuftoms, Manners, and ReJigifliis of 
Morttb mse himftl£ Ti^ fee tbem in pn^Vzx% of the 
World adorimg the Svei« becauf^ be (hioes 011 them 
b^t q»ce a Yew, whillt aU the reft of the Tm9 
Iher are fiiat i^p^ ifl^ cfifitiAiial Darkneft, very 110M 
lieifig ftsirv«l with Cold, and inaking hard Shifo tf^ 
Uve : iOf aiiDther 10 hehoJU then gcimiacingy anj^ 
imt ibeintcqWifigdia^glorioijs Flaner, hscaiue he ti 
atoraya JQP near 'ein, iviwtoiig their Countries, bar- 
iWU drying up their Water, and feprching their .Per- 
(oaa abpfft tff Death. * rnuft n««is: be delj^htful t^ # 
fKitfeinfrlatis^. Man> iKnd bt aught we knew» (hf 
iMgMK c^Shmpc^UM OMght be the RefuU /rf u 
gma Thoughiy^ OtK^tMsh Tiearv Who wouM 
nar jinile » m fiime paying dlvioe Hoiiottr& to ibr 
6$a^«rpw af the^ Gmm, to a Tree, a Heg» a 
Dog« or any Tbi&g tb^ £^. caft their Eyes on inr 
tto 4^niif^« at they do in hapU^ndf And yet who 
oifi frrbear tp weep, when he fees Men proTeffin^ 
IQ beUfsvt tt^ Iaihis ^f il/j/r/, and the A/^^iii ( who 
both pra^ ap t^ divine Unity) pretending to 
the fWKeft Rei^p^ in theWodd. and bred in tha 
Sdidy of the Si:]eaees, worfhijp Siqcks and Stonesi^ 
Pi^es^ and Image;^, Nails, Kags, Bones, Haixs^ 
|g<^ q£ eld Wood, ar any Thing uiat their cunning 
SiJeAs *ini>Q(a aiMn them as a4oi8Ue. 

Jiaj^jjT an tbaii* 2«ri6*, who act £reed f rpm theft 
SviNiftiliaill 9t t^ Nwtarmtf ', and thrice happy, 
in that thaiKihaft jchangad them for the Faith nnblih 
mW^ Aa Boftrioet of Troth and Reafon, the 
Ki9$ic!V af fiocere Morality and Virtoe. Tho» 
baft apt flamUn Rock, to &li into a <2inck-.feod» 
P(Ar a^dooiEd idoiatn* tt> fink imet Atheifm : hue 
ibAt hai^ efcap'd from narrow Qqlphs and Streights, 

F 6 ' into 
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into a free and open Sea ; fh>m tk^e .dark Fogs and . 
Mifls of frozen Chriftianit/y to the bright Empire 
of the Ofmans^ the ferene Con».pany of True Belie- 
n)ersy where Charity and 2^1 are in their genuine 
and primitive Warmth, 

Since the Time that thou firft liftedft up thy 
Finger to Heaven, and madeft a Confeflion of One 
OoD, and Mahomet his Apoftle, • none of the /- 
maums or Mollahs have ever attempted to circumvent 
thy. Reafon with feigned Miracles, foolifh Pilgrima- 
ges, Tales of old Women, Fiftions of Poets, or any 
holy Frauds. Thou perceiveft nothing but down- 
right Integrity in the Converfation of the Faithful. 
Whereas the Christians, whom thou haft juftly 
deferted, have a thoufand Windings and Turnings, 
Foldings and Intricacies, in their Doctrines and 
Lives. So that it is almoft as eafy for a blind Man. 
to walk from Paris to Confiantinople^ as for the(e 
Infidels to grope out the Way to Paradife, th)t>ugh 
ib xMXiy Mianders9iwdi MaKes : they are involved 
in a perfc6l Circle of Error and Vice. 

Praife be to God who planted the Moon in thef 
Heavens, and caufe^ the Stars to dart their refrefh^ 
ing Rays by Night ; thou art happily delivered out 
of their Snares. Let not thy Refidence now among 
them, ever tempt thee to return to the religious Va- 
sities of holy Trifles, which have once made thee 
fick at the Heart. Remember, that thou bearefl 
inrthy Body the Mark of a True Beli$*very the Seal 
of a great Sacrament, the Chara^er of a profound 
Myftery, Circwricifion, the Emblem of Purity, by 
which thou art more enabled, than by the Blood of 
1^^ Polonianlj^x^y thy Father, which ftreams in thy 
Veins. Byt now thou art incorporated into the Soci- 
ety and Lineage of /^>-tf^/«f, the illuftrious Patriach 
and Friend of Go p. Confider that thou art as it were 
itigrafted into the glorious Stock of the I/maelitesy, 
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bom to fubdue all Things, and in the dtftfrmiiied 
Time, to poflefs the Empire of the Univerfe. Thos 
haft ^he Honour alfo to (erve the' Grand Signior, 
■Lord of the Climates and Seas, tnajeftick Heir of the 
Ottoman Houfe^ Shadow of God on Earth, - 

Hold faft therefore the Profeffion of an- unblame- 
able Faith ; and whatever Temptation then mayeft 
meet with, keep- thy Mind always fixed on die tb* 
feen Joys ofParadi/ef the Crown 'of jofl and iaith« 
fttl Men, the Re^^'ardof foch-as^ adhere to God* and 
his Prophet without flinching. > 

Mahmut falutes thee in Imagination, with a. par^ 
tng Kifs, and an af&^ionate Squeeze of the Hand, 
which thou knbwefl was, in all Ages, a Token ei 
hearty Good-will and Friendfhip. 

Paris^ 1 5/^ the gtb Moon^ 
of the tear i^Sa 



LETTER XVI. 
^To the ^aimacham. 

TH E R £ is like to be a Breach between this 
Court and that of' Rome, if the Pope does 
not condefcend to the Demands of the French Xing, 
who dlles himfelf the eldefl Son of the Church, and 
therefore highly rrfents an Indignity that has been 
done him of kte, in> the PeHbn of the Doke of Cret- 
fui^ his AmbafTador at the Roman Court. 

It feems the Pope's Guards on the 20th of the 8th 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Life of this Minifler 
and on his Wife r They alfo put barbarous Abufes 
on alfthe French that were in that City : Infbmuch, 
as the Duke and Duchefs of Crequi were obliged to 
^tttt Rome privately, and setire into ^ufcanjf ; being 

advifed 
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9iaHA tttate AbiC9ai:ifl^ ^ al) th* Caifdia^&Mi4 
jdior QmaAKstkafeai* Friam to fivm<^ 

Tilt Kiag reMiv*4i Mewt of tlus by «i £xprdr 
«liMv omrlbiai At IXifai of C^/ymi q» the i }t^ 
of the oth Mooa. And be wai pa^ooatdy touch''^ 
m fi» ttenlmoas a» I^joiif, wJ^eieby. Jm Is not 
Mily wDong'dTliiaiiUf^ bat AtLaiv^ of N^Uikm uiii> 
obioiiiii a suit wfHaosm MMMm* 

Wherrforo m 9Mf9t \» KifisaMeBt«: on ^ 
jfiuna Dav thttt ike Coorier caim Irom J^d^sMw tfo 
Kbff ordered the LitiitCMat of hk Gnaida lo iril 
Ae Fopo*l NjMciO' at tili* Cq«% That he «|Qft^ 
fvthwidi dq«fft tiia Kingdom under lli« Coodoft: 
of thirty Hotie. Tbia was perfornod acoosdliifr 
\f\ and the Nuncio wet honied away iowedjai* 
k, without fofierinz him to fpeajc with any Per» 
ton living, fave thole who were to accompany htnr 
tt> the Frontiers : And this Ofdtar was pnbljckly 

frodaimed in Farit. ^ The King alfo wrote to the 
ope, demanding SatisfkSion for fo horrible air 
Oatrage \ and caufed Qifpatcjies to be fent to all 
^e Cardinal in K^m^^ advMng them^to contribote 
what lay in their Powers, towards a good Under- 
ftanding between the Pe^ and himr protefting; 
|hat otherwife the Calamities which mi|ht follow,. 
were not to belaidto his Charge. Thai is a «io- 
<yb Way of thieatntag, ofed by ChriiaaB Princes^ 
who do not always fpeak in Thunder, li&e our £a4^ 
tern \€ooarch» when ^y meaaiee War- 

I i^ate thk ae a Th^^ whieh tho* itiq[»pcarof 
fcudlMooKntatthe BcgiPfliog,. yecks CanfircHvOi^ 
ees may be great eadexteafivn^ if the £r«e«^KiMr 
and the Fo{k iieuki dome to an open HopiaoDC. Air' 
the Priiioes in Em^ would find themfetvos. eogagfd 
on one Side or odMr. And we J/b^nmns mi^ht 
live to int the whole State of Cirr^i^MiCNRi di^nt^ 
ed, alienated, and embroiled in Wan among dnem^ 
UvoB,^ wheieby thoj would ky their .Coontrioe 

nakedl 



na^etr and tspeti to the bf iitciftfe Ai«i» 6f&ie OfUf- 
Mam, ^ Lhieagidoflngh fttfntfWii^ mi44ef^tt^dt|» 
filhchMrall'llihigH. 

But 'lis th^ugltt the HM]^ Pttfiertt Jl^w^^, wtt^ 
Btit farther provoke lb chirinr and {k^nverfbl a MiBK- 
fiar^ihas hhn ofFrancty hf jAVlfing, ^tititiUkmOOb' 
tff his ytuiitu^iei. who proeeedSed ter itat HeigM. 
•f Piirf, as t^ difcharjp Qbb hM^thelK^dMt.- 
«f the' JIV#>^^\^iriba£uifor« kiHed' feveiral df hb I^ 
tiime, 2(hd sii&ffiMted th« Z)tttehd& ofCfVfu itt Jtt» 
Coach, asfhepafleddtmgtheStreats. 

Illuftriow Minifter, thefeare VielatioM ttoe me^ 
tif^ by the molt batbaraaft Savftgtt. And \b $$b 
evident S^ of deei^ jflf Kttfht, #lla«»<he Frili» 
Ick Faith is ttM per&SooAy httlkt. 6eidkdi»- 
H^tis the hfiiehr that Jte tnay ij^eedilj bring^ shetr^ 
ID ItoiQ. Whefeas he daily etili^Wns the ji& FoW 
lowers of the Profihet, and diim^ ftoit ibto titf 
Ways of ProTperity and Bteicfr. 
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fS? M^ammed , the illufiriom "Bx^xsikta^ 



IR tiie K^e of OoD, beirf^n ttiducmlidv I 
Appn^ch the ReAdcAnee of |;M€ SttudiMDOf, tlo- 
fremeodeus SdStndifr, ^ Oave-Uefied by #mmr 
JTifitasHons of Angels, and hy \3k% hrantn Preience 
•fthemoft fttbfime among Mor«dS) Mmb9mit:^m 
legate of the EtetnaK i^e Fknijpoiciitiary •f .^tf» 
King of Heaven and Earth . JIki t There is b«t one i 
Wfaofe Ntsxte rtfoufids thiefngli all -^ ftp<fa abo«e», 

whfla^ 
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wken pronounped by the faithful Adorers of the 
Divine Unity on Earth : And the Echo thereof, 
from the adamantine Gates of Paradife, reaches the 
Abyfs of Heil, ftriking the infernal Spirits with Hor* 
ror and Aftonilhment. They tremble at the Sound 
of the dreadful Word, which chains them up in 
. their JPrijfons of Darknelk. Whereas had they Faith'^ 
they, would rather rejoice,, believing that the fame 
Wocd will one Day releai^ them from their Tor- 
mfnis. pof fucH is the Clemency of the Omnipo- 
tent, as our holy Doctors teach. 
. O Mohammed^ Friend of the Moil High, and Te- 
nant to his Prophet ; I have experienced, that it is 
iptxxi and wholfome to begin every Thing we do or 
toy, in the Name of Gdn. Whoibever does other- 
wife either fails in the Progrefs. or the End of his 
Defign, and remains in Confuiion. Tagot creeps 
i|ito his Ent^rprife, and through Malice fpoils it, 
robbing a Man of his Crown : or Negidher^ the Spi- 
rit of Envy, wmds himfelf in, and intangles it : Or 
JbliSf the Daemon of Melancholy, calls a Damp oa 
it, and bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy... Such 
is the Pate of thofe who through Prophanenefs, Sloth, 
or Contempt, forget to pay the due Veneration we 
ewe to the Author and Source of Providence, and. 
good Succefs. - * • 

Let us not therefore think the Time mif-fpent, 
which is taken up in the Praifes of him-who has 
neither Beginning nor End, Father of ^11 the Gene- 
rations in this viuble World, and that other which is 
concealed from Mortals. ^-He is the Governour of onr 
Lives, and our fole Patron in all Neceffities. Let us 
extol and magnify his Attributes without End. 

I am by Nature contemplative, and xhoughtful ; 
bat I mud needs acknowledge. That I owe to my 
Education aj^ong the Muffulmans the Force of my 
Faith and Religion. , The various Turns of Fortune 
and Experience,, whick I have hod in the Worjd, 

* could 
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could nev^r yet blot out the ImpreiTion? of. my 
early Years, or diminifti' the Reverence I have for 
our holy Prophets. I often revolve in my Mind the 
Scries of paft Ages, and the Hiftoriea of former' 
Times ; the Origin, of Nations, and the various' 
Laws, Religions, Wars, and Changes. I traverfe 
the different Epocha^s of the Pofterity • of Ibrahim 
and the Gentiles, comparing the Date of JfraePi 
Tranfmigration out oC Egypt, with the Years of Na- 
b9naffar and^ the Olympiads. In jail of them I find 
great /Obfcurity, . Contradiiftion, and Boubtfulnefs, ' 
which puts me ufjpn examining the Records of EgypP 
and the Jjfyrians, The Antiquity of both is very 
great, and yet-it comes far ihortof the Chinefe Chro- 
nology, and that of the Indian Bramins. 

When I have tir*d my Soul with a vain Search* 
of that which can never be difcovered ; ' when I con-^ 
fider the Probability of an anivCrfal Deluge in the . 
Time of Noah, arid the Arguments which almoft 
demonftrate the contrary, comparing this with the 
Flood of Deucalion, and that other pf Ogyges : ' In 
a word, when I refleft on 'the numberlels Incon- 
gruities that are found in' the Regillers of paft Ageis, 
I, cannot but conclude, there is as much Reafon for 
me to believe. That God, hasr determinately thus '' 
darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, as that he con- • 
-founded their Language* at ^«W, according tb the 
celebrated Relation of Mdfes', Whence ifwill- be . 
biit loft Labour for us who live in thefe latter Times, 
to feek for any AfTurance or Certainty of 
the Truth in Matters of fo remote and early^ a- 
Date. 

Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own Tra- 
ditions, the Ji^s to the Manujcripti of Mofes and* 
their Rabbits \ the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes TrifmegiJiuSy " Orpheus, Homer, Hejiod, Theo- * 
fhrafius, and other Sages of Egypt, fhdnicia and* ' 
Greece v I^ for my Part^ acquieS:e to the Volume of 

.. : . . - Majefty^ 



Miiyeft3S~ die mxt Atmami and to the Wntiiigtx>f 
, •itf Hoil; D0S0JSS9. JraKflm^ the Som of I/moflr' 
Mt puzzling, my* lelC wkh endlefs I^fpates aad: 
QaeftioDs ; not cenfaiijig. ocbers who. worfliip Go<t i 
afier their own W2n%, and the Docoments of theirs 
Fathers i hoc firmly, bdievbg^. that be who ftrves 
Ciod. aooordiiig. to. the Pidbates of his Reafon i who' 
kjufi to J^foy and Beafts» and in all Things coiw 
Serves an. innocent Purity of Lifii; is as accepta- 
ble to theCreat Creatoi^ and ImpartTal Jodg^ of 
the Univerle^ ar Jut that has hftd' tkeFJappineft ttr- 
li^ inflrn£kd in. tbft pofitiye Injiin^Soni oiH^v^^ 
the reveal^ Will oC the- Qmnmotent, And this ' 
I cake to be the Senfe of oar Bbly Lawgiver^ «0' 
ibUldMas and.of all die Prophets iq general. 

JDouBtlefii,. that {a|MBrlatlyet;|r Merciluiand' Ikidd& 
gfaa^ connlvc» at the Frailtie» ofMteaJs ; hepidei: 
thr imdndUe. Igporastees of fo^e, aitd the 6nat 
Neeeffities of others. He tbaov^the infinite Vari«. 
etyrof our b0di]y CoaQitatMBin^and the^cqipally dif- 
ftnnt Bent of oai: SoMb. Ha oon^ders the P<}rce oP 
thcEkmentt, and dinatet whereiii we live,- axid^ 
t&^^ uscooquttabie Inftience of At Sttats undbr 
vnikkb we. were. bom. The ndtote Sy^m^ of hnma»* 
Nature: with its moA. hi^dcii CircuoiAaiices^ is.^ 
•x^V) to the^ Eyes of hjin^ whp ^es alt Things. 
Hs^ m na Scraxffifr ta t]^ Anatomy of his ownr 
Works; Thereiore he requires oq ix](o;re.of Mm,v 
than cao^be expeSed from the FacolUes mih which 
]ie has endiTd them. Neither will he. dfucia any. 
Man for an involuntary Evil. 

OMobammsid,^ ^us is aiy Faith«. my ^i^^afid'' 
my Coniideace. Otberwiie I ftt^ld defpair every- 
Moment. If I am eiiUy of Error and Pre&niption^ 
egrfsA ms ip thy Wmom. For^befpre thee,. Z' 
am butasaiiii//^/, 

^ /At T>tfr t^6a^ LB^« 
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THE Frtmh'}aBm mmXy fth dieHfotionr 
n J«f ; wMerBtitb: aond) Qswwth: \iMas lite 
ttear o^ a- MiiiliMMb^ liddeBt. acaA fwi^^.. tbe Fn^ 
iiudt of a veiy Iktle limey and which endiM id 
Moumliig «Mt TVsbr. Tte Modv ^ Kwmbir^ 
briMld> a* Dai^;liltr bora to ^ <)8»n?^ Frtmtth 
Bat) ttai Plana bad kud^ cftnried tiic N«ws tkrd^ 
all' the Si0M of ite ZadbtA^ and cammaaded thr 
8M«of Fnnv^ ti»oelBb«tftit PaakniiMS baforer fhc 
MftobUgKi'- t».be* the^Mefiagpt o^ rnont &d Tif 
din^r anAt^ffciaim tht Daathrtrfihia yoaay Piinf» 
caftk t» thtt^Cdofteibciaas tliat afttel atW Bh^. 

In- a Woidy iha waa hdm' on thr i^atkiof thft 
^x^MdMi and disd onrlba^Qlh of tha talk II 
iMiteai' if Ao oidjr amm into the WMU'tabe» 
WkiMft of die (>mdafioB of^the Peace bebiveei^ 
ber Father Lewi$ XIV. andt her Gnwdiather Fto 
ii|i»i|^Kitig^(ff'^/aiir^ aiMb&ntdnvte the Regioit of 

'k%» 9csoa wn^i lar* genecal TtBOMt llgnM^ asidt 
ftlil*d loftg^ age^ lOBt'thestt lemain'd/ £Dme>I%fficul^ 
liMI in 9ifym^ ti» LiniHi of the Frmtir C004. 
ipeCb^ whi[^ mtMinfeirU tottbrNbn^fBment of 
€^oAiwlffi6Aen en both Sideti: A)^ thefe^ after 
liiy' hftd defbateii the Mktnr for- the S^ce of tw»» 
Yeaffi^ at St. Oiit4N\ JrtWy aad.Jftfri^t, atlength^^ 
iHtiteed th6 Nc»odedon on the t$Ai of the 11 tit. 
JllWx^th^laft Yaat^ Which wa8^jnff&«c».Daya. 
afder the Nativity af the EnmB. Pxtinoeft. 

ThisRdyal Inlknt alib lived toiceittMrA^^ otm 
dfrke drengtll Sto-ports^in the Woiid, le^deliverMii 
to her Father by t^e Englifit^ ia whole Hapda icc 

had^ 
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lad been ever iince *twas firfl taken from the Sfa^ 
uiardi. The King toolc PQ^efioitjof thb important 
Place in his' own ^rfon^ entring tne ToWn on the 2d 
fifthelaft JWb<w.. . .'....-. ..._i: ^ 

'Tis Iook*d Jupon as a granii* Overiight in the Eng- 
lijhf thus tamely to part with a Fortrefs which is 
inexpugnable hy Land^ and commands the Northerir 
Seas. But Money over- rules all our coniideratioDs. 
And, itfeems, the £«eZ^ Court had. Occafion for 
Gold. . .1 . 

There is ktely a good UndeHlandii^ ell:ab]i{h*d 
between this Xing and .the Emperor, of Germany'. 
' They often write friendly Letters ope to another,, 
and feem to be perfedlly reconcil'd. i ^ To fpeak the 
Truth, this may be called the paci&ck Year among 
the Inhabitants .of iS'ttri^ ;. For^.' excepting fom^ 
Skirmifhes and Bravftdo^s of.Wai* between th^ Spa^ 
niards and the Portuguefi^ t all the refl: ;of Chrtfienr, 
doiM is in. Peace. ;And;wthc, iFortugikft. . have ,fo 
ib^engthened themfebres by marryibg. their Infanta 
to the Engli/h-Kinz^ that what through his Affiflance 
and the Aid of Fffance, they have dlmofl reducibd 
Spain to a Neceffity of making Peaoe« 
.* Thou wilt fay the- Pflr/n^a^ have ovcr-rea^b'4 
the Englijh in the Dowry they give with their /«- 
fanta. ' This is only the Town! of Tangier in Barlfa- 
ty. A Place which will coft them far more to de-, 
fend againft the Moon than it is really worth. Por^ 
thofe ^old jifricans will perpetually aflault the 
Town,' and oblige the Xing of England to main^in 
> a vafl Garrifon in it, be^des a Multitude of other 
Expencesr. This.roakes the Porh^Mjefecretly fmilei 
to find tHemlelves handfomely rid of two grea| 
and burthcnfome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal 
Blood, and an old. Fortrefs of no Life or Service,^ 
&ve only to diminifh thepublick Treafure, and 
make away with fome Thoufa&ds of Men ever]& 
Year*. 

niuf.- 
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lUuftriou^ Grandee, '^is no fmall Encouragement 
'tb the poor exil'd Mabmut, that tho*" he. be msf- 
lign*d, flanderM, and periecated by his Enemies^ 
jet he dill finds ProtefUon and Friendfhip from the 
principal Minillers. Jlnd that inflead of Checks 
and %Reproaches, to- which I was formerly accuilb' 
jrned, my Salary is now augmented to the Propor- 
tion of my neccflary Expences « Money is ifent mte 
with a liberal Hand^ and my Slanderers a^e put to 
Silence and Shame, 

Thou mayeft acquaint the Divafiy that there is 
now at this Court the elded Son to the King of 
Denmark, What his Bufmefs is. People conJe£bu^e 
varioufly. Some fay, 'tis Love j others affirm^ '(was 
only the Deiire of feeing Foreign Counts drew. this 
Prince from his native Country. 

Thou mayeft alfojnform them, that the Duke bf 
Sa'voy has married a princefs of the £]6od Royal, 
they call her MademoifelU de Falois, ^Eliac^m the 
Jew lies dangeroufly fi ck of a Fever. 

As for me, who never ha^ my perfedl Health 
.£nce I came to Pnrisj yet I retain a found Mind, 
and a Heart inviolably devoted to thelntereft 6f 
.the Grand Signior : Whom God long preferve dn the 
Throne of the Ottomans, ^ ' 

Paris; loth of the \Jt Moon^ 
of the Year 1663. 



\ ' - « 

7o /^if Kaimadham. 




Infancy, "if 
what 



.%hat he rt^^^^of Jiixnfeif ,1w tme. ^e if^kn, all 
or jQOft of tliQ .I^ai^aages jof Mftr/fi very fluently^ 
and is |i6foited,to by reople of 4iver8 pountrie^ 
jind«rthe.Qutrft^,($r a Eartlm:T;^ll^,and'Fkyfi- 
<iao. He pqfaria3.bQth\Piam to thie^.A^^initioii tf 
411 that have jbapQ wit)i him. 

^aod fo. dQ Perfqas. of meaner .Krth. ' Tliey difcover 
to bxm Jtheir X^CQt Maladies, and this ^//9 feldom 

Tails t>rSttCcets in caring them. He peftowesten 
Hours a. D^ty in fteely <;onverfing with People of 

^URa^ksand X^li^es; healing the Difeales ot 
JTome, and ^iag to others ^eir 'future, De(linies. 

I wi;ntkto his Qha^nber pme JDay, noi^ to learn vaj 
F^te.X (or I haveliitie J^aith in modem Prophets or 
Allrologers ; nor - to l?e -olUtM . df any 'Dj|bcmper, 

-> hayinenia Efte^m, for, Quacks and E;mpiricks[ ; . be- 
fides, 1 wasin^gQodHedlthat^hat^itne) ;bnt-Qi- 

,noilty vm the only. Motive Mfhkh. led mje thither, 
that I might ipnprovci myfelf in other Kefpefb Jl^y 
<thisStr^£er*s Cpfxipan^, and learn Ibmethii^ vfliiik 
J . know not ibefopc . <f foreign Cpnits, whereby . I 
might become ;|iore^ferviceaibIer to the 'Gr^nd Signier 

^ in* this Statipn, and /farther untavel ,the j^rets 
of Chriftian -Princes. Por fo it.ofte^ iklls o«<tf 
that a Man reaps fome cortfiderable Advantage 
from the Society of CTsaV^ers and .Men ;i)f Ex- 
perience: And I had good iUafon ffi^vh^gpe for 
tome Profit by thb Man^s Acquaintance, who is 
Ihoaght worthy -toHbe coarted -by -the Gr amdee j -of 
France, 

Wherefore llwadda^Ss!^ 9 yfilfitoilxim with A* 

• bundance of Ceremony and Regard ; ufing alfo aa 
much Diffimulaitipn 4^ I•€^0K4ht^n^i^ary to con- 
ceal myfelf and the Deiign I had in coveting hit 
FriendAip. I .feemM a fffeat J^dmircr ^f. jj|al0al 
Aftrology, and told hini Xw^s very afi(kbi^ioi\s t^Jq|ra 

fth^gndiiyMnt? ofchatS^cc,^rthiti|i havin^a^ 

-'Iw 



'.his Skill h]^\y Gommeiided not Anly bjr rvigkt 

IFzvatt but by the Mouths of Mentxf Sanibaid Qiia- 

.iity, who g^ve him a fair Char^Oer. I'faida grckt 

>diArmore to infinuate my felf into his good €^tiii- 

«tti. ^ut there being T^ompany with him, he re- 

Jtomed my CpmpHments with much Civility, and 

^defired me to come to him at a.inore*conTenieiit 

.Seafiim, and to' leave my Name, that : he might ordor 

Jbds Servants to give me a kind Receptron at anytime^ 

if he himlelf &>uld be out of the Way, becaofe it 

was common to (end many from the Door, without 

intrtdudng *em. I told him my Name was Urtus 

4)f Wdavia, «nd that my Bafinefs at Paris was to 

.ftudy in the Ac^^dem^^ \n order te my Trefennent 

in the Church, l^hen he had taken down this'ta 

Writing, with the Hour and Minute df*the*Bay« 

jUter the Manner of AftroIogetSt he b^ggM ine;to«x* 

. xde the Neceiiity he was under of retumtpg to 'his 

Company ; and & I took my Leave. 

Not many Days aficer, I went to him a^in, itiQ 
4»£ Hopes thAt I ihould benefit moCKB^ iiis Com^- 
ny . ^t as ibon as he i«9i me, he iurprizedme with 
ihis Language : 

5/r, iQu ha'Oi vmturd mutb in coming t^ we r'Eor 

fuw ''tis in. my Ettvar to difrover you tmiywr Bt^- 

nejs nr this Cftj. Bui if I JhouU hetr^ any Mtm, 

jggry ^i/i *w$uU ii t^hnfrom me, lam neither a P6l-> 

lower oflAo^tSt JeCur^r Mahomet, n6r of any Si^ 

jhat is now extant on Earth : But I adore the Spirit 

and Soul of the Univerie, ivhich is Eternai and In ^ 

Jinite, Therefore I hate no Man for his Religion, Het 

dthe nvhat it will. And you that are not nvhatyoa 

Jeemto he^Jhait recei've}fio more hurt from me in ihie. 

' t lace than the Coadjutor a^P^^s • ^^^ 1 «« ofnoVnr" 

ty er FaAipn. ji/I men awe equally ny Friends^ 

muho do mi tttf Jfrongk and efvery flace ie -my 

Hem. 

!riuHi 
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Thou may'ft imagine that I was in no fmall Afto- 
nifiimcnt at this Difcourfe. But recollecting mj 
Spirits, and confidering it had always been my Opi- 
nion, that thefe Fortune-Tellers deal by Confede- 
lacy ; and fufpedling that my Name being known 
to him fo long before, it was not difficult for him 

• to infosm himlelf fomething of me ; or that fome 
Body of his. Acquaintance who knew me, had feen 
me go in and out from him, and fo told him fome 
of my Circumflances. I made a Shew of gomg a- 

. way diffatify'd, faying, // nuill be but loft Time to 
hearken any longer t$you ; For I perceive you kno*w no- 
thing ofmey in telling me Tm not the Man Ifeem to be. 
Jfo, xeply*d he, with an obliging Kind of Eameftnefs,. 
yon are an Arabian, and ferve fome E aft em Prince 
incognito. Then he went on, and told me in a few 
Words fome former Paflages of my Life. He hint- 
ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my Reli- 
dence at Farii ; mentioned my Captivity at Paler- 
mo and the Re-encounter 1 had with my old Sicili- 
an Mafter. To be brief, he told me fo many other 
Things which I knew to be true of my felf, that I 

. grew very uneafy in his .Company,' and. yet dorft 
not depart, from him on a fudden, or (hew any Dif- 
xontent. But muflering together all the Diffimu- 
lation and Artifice I could, I tum'd the Difcourfe 
to other Subjects i feeming very importunate to 
learn Aftrology' of him, and prbmifing him a large 
Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fairly took Leave, - 
refolving, ifpoflible, never to fee him him more. 

Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than f was 
when I came Home to my Chamber, and ponde»M 
what>,had pafs'd between this Stranger and me. I 
am not credulous o^ Miracles, Prophecies, or preten- 
ded Revelations. Yet I proteil folemnly, I could 
not forbear thinking he was endu'd with an extra- 
ordinary Faculty of divining, or at leaft that -he 
. was an excellent y^r0%/r. Nay, to this Day I know 

not 
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not well what to conclude of him. He may, for 
aught I know, be a Damon incarnate ; or perhaps 
lie is a Magician. Sometimes I think one Thing, 
and fometimcs another. If he performs thefe prol 
phetick Parts by Confederacy, ilill I'm at a Jofs 
now he fliould come to know fo much of me, who 
always thought my felf the private^ Man in Paris^ 
and have negledted no Methods that. were proper to 
render me fuch in Truth. Then I fufpeft my old 
Sicilian lAz^er IS one of this Man's Correfpondents, 
and has told him fome of my Circumftances : For I 
have no Reafon to be jealous of EUachim the 7#<u'. 
It muft be fome fuch Way, or elfe he is more thaij 
a Man, that can thus readily penetrate into the Secreu 
of a Stranger. 

Sage Kaimacban, I pray God defend thee from 
the Snares of Counterfeits and falfe Pretenders. 

Paris, 1 yh of the roth Moon, 
of the itar 1663. 



LETT E R XX; ' 

To the Captain Bafla, 

Wf ^ AT.^ *•* SoJog to relate would feem In. 
Vy credible to my felf, and for that Reafon f 
wou d pot give It any Room in a Letter to all the 
difceming Mimfters of the Porte, were at not con 
firm'd by Letten from feveral Merchants in the 
North Parts of Mland. to their Correfpondcnts i„ 

Day 4)f the Moon of tfoPemier. a flrange Man wm 
feen to float on the.Sea near the Shore hem^r 
por«d by a Pi«x of Timber, on^wfilct'hf fe 
With a Bottle of ftrong Waters in his Iland. Thofc 



who 
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who fi^ beheld this Spedacle, were fifliing in« 
iinall Boat; and judging him to be the Relickof 
ibme Shipwreck (for there had been videat Tenu 
pefts inthofe Seas about that Time^ made up to 
him, and took him into their Skiff, He exprtfs^d 
his Gratitode for this Kindnefs in the b^ Manner 
Jie cou*d, (for no Body underftood his Language;) 
And when he was come afiiore, he fell on his 
^Knees } and having lifted up his Eves and Hands to 
Heaven, he proftrated himfelf, ana kifsM the £arth« 
His Garments were made of the Skins of Fiflics, 
»the Hair of his Head of a Aaxen Colour, and be 
.feem*d not to be faint for Want of Suftenance.: 
'M^hich made every one conclude, that he had kepc 
iip his Spirits with that chymical Liquor in the Boc^ 
rtky which was near half emptied. 

As ioon as he faw the rifing Moon, he^&ll oft 
liis Face, and muttef d certain barbarous Woids, 
knocking his Forehead againU the Ground : Then 
he rofe and danced after a wild Manner, £ngiiMr 
pretty natural Airs .; and at every Stop, with hu 
right Hand extended, pointed to that Planet, exprdf- 
^ng both in Tone and A6Uons much Devotion and 
Xove. 

Many learned Men were fent for, to oonfider of 
;this Stranger, and if poffible by Signs or other 
Means, to di&over from whence he came, and what 
f afe or Accidents had thus abandort^d him to the Fa* 
«ry of the Winds and Waves, to the Extremity of 
Hunger, - Cold, and Watching ; and to the devour- 
ing Jaws of Sea Monilers. But all their Efibrta 
4vere '.unfuccefsful ; they fpoke to him in feveral 
Languages, he anfwer'd them, but ftill in a Dialedl 
idif¥l;rent from any of theirs, and alto^ther un- 
known. He leemM to utter his Words m a Tone 
tetw^n whirling and finging ; which made fome 
conclude he was a Chine/e, becaufe that People 
|>ronoimce many of their Letters iftcr ihe fame 
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«inanner. So do the Inhabitants of Tunquin and 
Malabar i with other Kingdoms in the Bail of JJia i 
«Dd Letters with them are as fighificant as Words^ 
with the £«r(i^^«»j. They fliewM him Globes and 
Maps of the World, done by feveral Hands, and in 
various Languages, with particular Charts of all the 
maritime Regions on Earth. Bat to no other pur* 
|>ofe than to excite his Devotion afrelh to the Moon> 
whofe ^efemblance he faw on fome of thofe Pa* 
pers. He would fmile at that Sight, kifs his Fore- 
£nger, and with a religious Complaifance touch 
the Figure of that Planet ; Then feeming to be in 
a wonderful good Humour^ he would turn round 
and fall a dancing, with his Arms (IretchM and 
turnM in the fame Poilure as thofe who ufeCaila- 
^nets or Cymbals. Singing all the while a Sort of 
inarticulate Spunds» but furprizingly mufica:! and 
fweet. So that no Body knew what to make of 

He appeared very ttmperate, modeft, andreiienM^* 
xefuiin^ no Meats or Drinks that were o^red him, 
^et neither eat nor drai>k tp Excefs \ Neither was he 
'difcontented at his Lodging, or any other Ufage; 
tho' they. tried to vex him feveral Ways, that they 
-might fee how he would vent his PalHon. But he 
fmiled at al^, and fubmitted patiently to every thing 
they impofed on him. 

One thing was obfervable, that where^ever he 
.faw any W^ter, he would run to it immediatelx, 
■and wa(h himfelf, as well as he could in thofe Cir* 
cumflances, never forgetting to fprinkle fome to^ 
ward that Part of the. Bj^aven where the NIoon was 
vifible. And when they led him into the Fields 
•or Gardens, he wot}ld crop the Grafs and Flowers^ 
and with a compofed look wouM throw them up 
in the Air, adding fuch religious Gedures as coq- 
Vinced every one» that he did it in Honour of fome 
«Ppw^ ^bo^e. Various were the Con|e{lures of Men 

G 2. about 
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about him ; fomc were of one Opinion, and others 
of a quite different. No body could pofitively con- 
clude any thing. Neither is it pofiible, as V.m in- 
form *d, for the wifeil Men in thofe Parts to find cot 
this Myllery. 

Perhaps he*s fuch another as Imaum Rafihahet^ 
a Perfian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of the 
Hegira 502, was taken up by a Merchant Ship of 
. India^ in the Streights ot Babel Mandela pretend- 
ing to be dumb, but capable of hearing, writing, 
and exprefling himfelf feveral other Ways, if any 
body could have underfiood his Language. At 
laft he was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, ran a- 
way from his Mafter ; an ingenious Fellow, and 
one that (poke all the Languages of thofe Parts ; 
and thererore that he might be admir*d, would be 
fure to write in a Charader of his own Invention^ 
which the greateft Sages could not read. 

Mighty Ba£a^ thou encoantereft on that Element 
with ftrange Mongers, and Creatures under no 
Name or Predicament that is known ; yet none (0 
terrible and dangerous as Cheats and Impoflors^ 
From which I pray« Heaven defend thee and xnt ; 
Por they iitfeft both the Sea and Land. 

Paris, 1 7/^ tf the zd Moon^ 
rf the Year 1663. 

LETTER XXI. 

Sn? Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna* 

TH B Term of oar longmotoal Silence, enjoy nM 
lis by our Superiors, is now happily expired ; 
and we have with good Succeis mam^M cor fepa^ 

xatc 
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rate Parts, without holding any Correfpondence to' 
gether. This was only a Trial, of our Fidelity* 
Conduft, and Obedience : Or* perhaps 'twas no 
more than a Caprice of Policy, or a ^ain Whim of 
State. For 'tis ufually with great Men, thus to prac- 
tife Experiments on thofe whom they defign to 
fcmploy in the moft important Affairs. Whateter 
it be, we have acquitted ourfclves liketrufty Slaves % 
and that's enough for us. 

This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer- 
chant, Qpe in whom I confide. Here are abun- 
dance of that Nation in Paris^ and other Parts of 

. Trance, They travel up and down from one Co n. 
^ry and- City to another, under the Pretext of Tra • 
Mng ; but are really Spus^ fent from the Princes of 
ihe Eafti to obferve the Councils of thefe Weftem 
Courts, the Defigns of Nazarene Monarchs, and to 
t^e an exad Eftimate of the; Strength and Richet 
of thefe Infidels, For, tho"* they outwardly profefs 
themfelves to be Followers of Jejus, yet in their 
Hearty they believe the Akor^n^ ixai honour Mah9» 
-tHiet our hol^ La^wgivsr, 

Their is a Kind of MagicA in Truth, which for» 
cibly carries the Mind along with it. Men readily 
embrace the Dilates of fmcere Reafon, yet tho(e 
of thy Nation are obftinate, and fliut their Eyes 
wilfully againft the very Light of Nature. You 

, over-value your feives and your Lineage, becaufe 
you arc the Poftcdty of Ifaac^ the Son of Sarab^ 
the Free -woman and Wife of Ibrahim ; reproach- 
ing us, that we are the Off fpring of I/mae/the Son 
jof Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. You confider 
jiot that I/mael was the EUefi Son of that glorious 
Patriarch ; and that by the Law efMofes it is e- 
naded, that the FirR-horn Son fhall inherit his Fa- 
ther's Patrimony^ tno' he were the Son of a bafe 
abjed Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Mofes make 
g Law contrary to that of his Fathers : Or, cou'd 
* G 3 ' - Ibra- 
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Ibrahim the Bclovcd of GoD, do any Thing contra- 
ry to the Divine Will ? How then could he be guil- 
ty of diiinheriting I/mael his eldefl Son, the Flower 
of his Strength, and firfl Fruit of his Vigor T Doubt* 
lefs the Majeily and Light of God which palTed from 
Mam to Stthf Enochf Noah, and Jhrahim, refled. 
alfo on Ifmael, Heir apparent of the Divine Promir 
ies. Father of many Princes and noble Nations. 
. Let thoie therefore of thy Nation ceafe to boa(t 
of their Pedigree, and exalt themfelves above the 
yidlorious and triumphant I/maelites, Children of a 
high Stock, a Race wherein (hines fort-h the LuT^ 
tre of the ancient Renown,' and the Right of Primo* 
geniture : A Lineage of illuilrious Honour^ multi«^ 
plied as the Leaves of the Trees,, numerous as tho- 
> Stars of Heaven, profperous ia all Things, by the- 
ijpecial Benedidion of God, Whereas thou khow*f(^ 
the Ifraelites never made any great Figure on Earth, 
•Ad are now. reputed no better than Vagabond^. 
. throughout the World .. 

Your KalfhPs reiply to this, by owning tliat our 
Father I/maei was indeed a great Prince, but that 
lie was withal a wild and falvaee Man, who fupport- 
cd his Nobility and Grandeur oy Rapine and Blocd. 
dwelling altogether in Defarts and unfrequented 
Places ; robbing the Caravans of Merchants and 
Travellers; oppreffing the Poor, and murdtrine^ 
the Innocent. In fine, they give this Charadler or 
kim, Ti^at bis Havd'waj agdinfi ftHry Man, ande^ot-^ 
ty Maits Hand againft him. 

To this Accufacion they alfo add another. That 
;the Princes of the Eafi who defcend from IJmaet' 
i»ave all along, even to this Day, edablilhed their 
Thrones in Cruelty, Maflkcres, and Parricides;. 
Fathers bereaving their Children of the Lives they 

fave them, and Children putting their Parents to 
)eath ; Brothers, murdering Brothers, and facri- 
icip^ their aeareil Relations to the Maxims of^ 

barbarous 
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barbarous Policy, the refUds SuTpicions^ of State, 
And that all this is more eipecially manifeft ia th^- 
fablime Hgufe of the invincible Ottomans^ 

Thefe arc the Charges of Hehreiv Spight, the 
Slanders which your Dodors cail on the Progeny of 
Jhrabim^ even on Ifmael and his Children, to this- 
Day. But I would have thee, i^/^tfff, reflet im- 
partially on Things, and fufBr not thy Judgment 
to be impoied on by the Sophiftry of your Scribes. 
Look back to the Primiti've Times o^ Jfrael^ ex- 
amine the written Law, the Records o^Mofes and the 
Seniors. There thou wilt meet with frequent Ex- 
amples of thofe very Crimes which you lay to our* 
Charge ; true Parallels of the fuppofed Tyranny and 
inhuman A<5lions, with which you tax the unblc* 
mifh*d Ifmadites, 

Did not your Father Jaeoh fupplant his own el<i 
deft Broker JLfau ? Did he not cheat his Uncle Z^- 
^ffof bis Sheep? What was wanting to him of ^ 
maen Valour and Fiercenefs, he fupplied with a 
Fox-like Craft and Subtilty. Yet how often did he 
p!und«r the Children of Hamor ; and boailed after* ^ 
wards x>f the Preys he had taken from them with h|s 
Bow and Spear ? 

When your Father came out of Egypt ^ what a 
Carnage did Mofis their Leader commit, when he 
commanded the Sons of Le*vi to arife with their 
Swords in their Hands, and every Man to kill his 
Brother, his Friend, and his Neighbour ; fo that 
there fell that Day, at the Foot of Mount Sinai^ 
Three and twenty thoufiind Men ; yet for th;^ 
Sake of this deteftable Tragedy he bleifed *em, fay* 
ing, Tou batve confecraUd your Hands this Day in 
Blood f ^*very MaHin the Blood of bis Neighbour, Be- . 
hold the Original of your Priefthood, which is the 
highi^ Rmk of Nobility among the 5/9y/« 

G4 Re- 
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Remember how your Fathers almoft cat off the 
whole Race of Benjamin ^ fo that there were not 
above Six hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. For- 
get not alfo, flow AhimiUch of the Tribe of Manaffe 
got the Sovereignty by mafTacrirg feventy of his 
own Brothers on one Stone. Your own Records 
fay. That God gave you Kings in his Wrath', among 
whom there was not one who was not a Man of 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogue you can fcarce 
£nd four who are not tainted with Sacrilege, Ido- 
latry, and other enormous Vices. 

In a word, Nathan^ both the S6ns of Ifmaet and 
Ifaac were but M^n ; and if thou haft nothing elfe 
CO objed againft the former, but what thou muft 
Confefs the latter was equally guilty of, I advife 
thee henceforth to lay th'y Hand upon thy Mouth, 
and ceafe to fpeak evil of thofe againft whom no 
Man can fliarpen bis Tongue or Pen and profper. 

Paris, 22d of tbi zd Moim^ 
tftbeTearitSy 



LETTER XXIL 

T'O the fame. 

I Concluded my other Letter fomething rmfxr* 
fedlly, and (hort of my Dcfign ; being interrupt- 
ed by a fudden Deluge of Humours overflowing my 
Eyes, accompanied with a Tempeft in tay H«id, 
. which at fir^ took from me the Power of thinking 
regularly, and of feeing how to write. I am often 
, fubjed to thcfe Weakneflcs of late, and to many 
other Maladies. My Body fenfibly decays ; Age and 
Care, Watching and Sicjuiefs, withaThoufand Ca- 

foalties 
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. fudtics bcfidc, have almoft diffolvM this congcaj'd 
Medly of thcElcmcnrs. Methinks, I ^m »gw no 

.more than a poor Skeleton, to which Nature and 
Fortune haw left a dry ahd wither*d Skin, for Mode- 
l's Sake, to cover its Nakednefs ; with a few eva- 
cuated Veins and Arteries ; (hrunlc Sinews, Ten- 
dons, Mufcles, and Cartilages, to tack this Machine. 
' of Bone& together, and keep if in Motion. In a 
^•word, 1 fcem to my felf to be only a Hobgoblin or 
Ghoft in difgurfe J I cannot fay incarnate, (for I've 
loft all'my J'lelh} bat only bag'd or clouted up in 
the moft contemptible Shreds, Raes, and antiqua- 
ted Relkks of Mortality, like a Maudlin or Scare- 
cro-^, I hang together by Geometry. 

Yet, fuch as I am at thefc Years, I ftill pofTefs at 
certain ' Seafons more ferene and vigorous Thoughts, 
than in the Days of my Youth, when I was full 
of Marrow and good Bkx>d. I can feel my Soul 

-fometinffes fluttering her Wings, and brifkly fha- 

' king off the heavy flimy <^ogs of Earth, of Sleep, 
and of enchanted Life, or living Death. She ilruts 
and plumes herfelf, fiie mounts aloft and glides 
jn happy, tho* but momentary Foretaftcs of cter- 

-nal Blifs. And then lured down again by Charms 
of her accuflom*d Eafe and Pleafure in the Fl -fh. 
ihe comes to hand at call, and being hoodwinked 

> ffY)m the radiant Light of Heaveni fhe tamelv 

^rches on the meaneft fenfual Appetite^ wUch 
cafily conveys her to her wonted Darknefs. This 
is the changeable State of Mortals, and we muft 
not exped a fixed Condition on this Side the Sepu!- 
chre,*the Noble and the* Vulgar are eoually^ liable 
to thtfe Incondancies ^ of Spirit ; neitner can the 
more exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, privi- 
lege them from the common Frailties of Mankind. 
They are no. otherwife diftinguifli'd from the 
meaneft of their Slaves, than only by the Vaft- 

.;lieis of their Po&ffions, their numerous -Retinue, 

G 5 . -ihcir 
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their «nlimlte4 Power» and the vain Pag^anipy of 
external Honour, 

If weexamine the Origin of Nobilit}^,' and Ro^at 
Grandear ; if we trace the Genealogy of Princes 
and Potentates up to their Fountain^ we ihall £nd 
, ithe firft, Fathers of thcfe notfy Pedigrees to be cruel 
Butchers of Men, Oppreflbrs, Tyrants, periidioiia 
Truce- breakers^ Robbers, ainl Parricides. In a 
word, the moil, primitive Nobility was no other 
■ than potent Wickednefs, or dignify'd Impiety. And 
all the fucceffive Continuations of it by Inheritanor^ 
Eleftion, or otherwife, even to thefe modem Times,, 
are but fo inany TradoSs of exorbitant Power and^ 
Honour, acq^ir^d aqd propagated by the moft enor- 
mous Vices, by Pradliies unworthy of Men, and of 
'which the Authors themielves are always afliam^d. 
Therefore they cover their unjuft Encroachments 
and Invafionsy with the fpecbos Pretexts. of Jufticp^ 
and Virtue, calling that Conqoeft, which is no other 
than downright Ilobbery, and pnrf^bg themfelve» 
Patrons of Mens Liberties and Riglits, Religion and 
Laws, whilft in effect they are w gieatefl; Opprd*- 
fors, Hypocritesp Atheifts^ and Out-laws in the 
eWorld. . • 

This is not only true in the Race of Ifmatl and' 
Jfaacy of whom I made mention in my other Letter^ 
but in all the Families which have ever made any 
eminent Figure and Noife in the World. . 

What were the four renownM Monarchies, but fo 
many Empires of Bandittu Governments of Free^ 
hooters^ Pyrates^ and Licensed Thieves ? As Diomedes^ 
told Alexander the Great ^ /^ fays he, hecaufe IpJ^ 
the private Corfair, and cruifi Mf anddvwn the Seas 
'With onefingU Sbipy am accused as a VynXit : Thou that 
doft the fame Thifig mtith a mighty Fleets art calVdoH 
Emperor. If then 'wert alone, and a Captive^ as lofn 
they *w9uld efteemthee no better them a Thief : And 
nvirelat the Head of a numerous Army as thou art, I 

Jhauld 
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JhmCd hi revtrenced as an Emperor. . For as to th 
Jufiici tf our Caufty there is no other Difference hut 
thss^ that thou doft mare Mi/chief than L Misfortune hat 
compeWd me to he a Thief ; nuhereas nothing hut an 
intohrJihU Pride, and infatiahle A<varicey puts 'thee 
upon the fame Conrfe of Ltfe, If Fortune would provt 
more fa'vourable to me, perhaps I might become better : 
Whereas, thy couiinuat Buccejjles make thee but the 
mjorfe, Alexander admiring the Boldneis of the Mao^ 
and the JRefolutenefi of his Spirit, gave him a Com- 
mand in his Army, that fo ne might rob and plan- 
4er from thenceforth by Authority. 

But I ihould have begon higher in Antiquity with 
the Empire of the Affyriant^ founded by Vinusy m 
the Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deffarudion of all 
•his Neighbours, and increasM after the fame Me^^ 
thods bv his Wife Semiramis, who begging of her 
Hulband, ^at £be might reign for fiveDays, and 
he granting her Requeft, fhe put on the Royal Or- 
naments, and fitting on the Throne of uncontroul- 
able MajeHy, commanded the Guards to degrade 
and kill her Hulhand. Which* being done, Ihe fuc- 
ceeded in the Empire, adding Ethiopia to her other 
Dominions, .carrying a War into India, and cncom- 
paffing Babylon with a magnificenc Wall ; at laft (he 
was kiird by her Son Ninj/as, Thus was the Affyrian 
Monarchy eibblifhM in Regicides, MafTacres, and 
Carnage. . And by the iame Methods 'twas tranfla- 
ted by ArbaBus to the Medes ; he having causM 
Sardanapalusy the laft and mod effeminate of all the 
A0rian Kings* to die ill the midft- of his Concu- 
bmes. Thus was Treachery and Murther handed 
down with the Sovereign Power ; tiU at length Cyrus 
the Perfian, transferd them to this Country i 
whofe Son, Camhyfes^ rais*d the fecond univerfal 
Monarchy, on the additional Ruins of many other 
JCingdoms, cementing it with the Blood of his Bro- 
ther and his Son. Yet, after all, it was tranilated 

D6 t« 
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*o the Macedonians hv Alexander the Great y not 
without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and other exor- 
bitant Vices. From whom at laft it devolved to the 
Romans. 

What need I mention the fcandalous Birth of Ro^ 
mulus and Remus ^ the Twin- Sons of an inceftous 
. Fejiai ? Or, their debauchM Education under a com- 
mon Proilitute, fabuloufly veird by the Roman)^\9ay' 
tiana, under the Title of a Wolf'y to render the Ori- 
.gin of their Empire miraculous ? Why ftiould I re- 
count the horrid Fratricide comnfitted by Romulus 
fOn Remus his Brother j or the celebrated -Rape cf 
ySahftfe Wives f Virgins, and Widows? Itwillfeem 
invidious, to call to mind the deteflable Murther of 
. ifihis Taiius, the good old Captain of the Sahines, 
with many other barbarous Maflacres. Yet, thefc 
enormous Crimes were the Foundations of the ^0- 
Mons Grandeur and Nobility, (b formidable after- 
wards to the whole Earth. And the Superftru£lure 
was anfwerable, through all the various Changes and 
Revolutions of Government, even to the Reign of 
Augujlus Cafary under whom i^««r^ gainM the Title 
of the fourth Vniverfal Monarchy^ 

This Emperor, th6' he was cfteem'd the mofl; 
merciful^andjuil Prince on Earth, yet he eftabliftfd 
his Throne in the Blood of his Kindred, facriii- 
cing the Children of his Uncle to the Ends of 
State : And that he might not deviate from the 
Royal Ingratitude of other Frinccs, he barbaroufly 
extinguifli'd the Off fpring of his Father's Brother, 
who had adopted him to the Inheritance of the im-^ 
pcrial Dignity, fcpming by an uhkingly Tender- 
ncfs to (pare the glorious Names of Anthony and 
Cleopatra^ to whom he was fo nearly related, and 
who had.inveiled him with the Power of being fo 
inhuman. \ . 

I 
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1 will not make thee fick by rehearfine the abo- 
minable Lires and wicked Anions of the Nero^4, 
-Domiiians^ Caligulds^ Hdi^gabalus^s, Galienuii^ 
nand the reft of thofe Royad Monfters. Hiilory itfelf 
bluflies to recite fach Prodigies of Impiety, and thek 
yery Names are odious to all Generations. . 

If we pafs from thefe mighty Empires to King* 
doms of lefs Note, we fhall ftill trace the Footftep^ 
of Uiefame Vices. Both antient and modern R^ 
.cords are foil of th^fe Tragedies. The original 
Kingdom of the Greeks took its Rife from the Parri- 
dde of Dardanus ; and the .Female Empire of the ' 
uimoKons^ began in the barbarous Mafikcre of their 
vHufbands. All Ages and Nations afford us Exam- 
ples of this Nature-; and the h4gheft Honours/ Dig- 
nities and Commands, were 'ever acquired and main- 
tained by the higheft Injuftice. 

Therefore, honeft Nathan^ let thou and I never 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth ; but 
contented in our humble Pofts, fitting under thie 
.UmbreUd's -of Jl happy Obfcurity, let us ferve the 
Grand Signior with Integrity, and a Zeal void of « 
Jnjuftioe. . 

Tiaris, 22d o/the zd JUdoott, - 
of the Year 1663. 



LETTER XXIII. 

^0 Codarafrad Chcik, a Man of the 

Law. 

TH G U wilt approve the Sentence that was 
yefterday executed on a fren^hnum in this 
City, whofaid he was the Son of<70D, and luid perfua- 
ded a great many poor ignorant People to believe him. 
*' was burnt alive for his Blafphemy, and hisAfhes 
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* kickM into a Ditch. Had he been conviaed of thif 
^horrid Impiety in any of the Grand Signior^s Domi- 
nioniy he had undergone the like^ or a more terri* 
blc Poniflmient: For the Jllcoran exprdsly fays, 
nat God has weiibtr Wifi, S^f/^ Danig&tr, or Com- 
fanipi : Afui that tbofi flfollfufftr eternal PahUf 
n/jho teach enrf fucb DeSrine. Doabtleft theie is but 
ene God, 9sA the Eternal Vmh cannot Ik divided^ 
or multiplied, to make more Gods in FradioB, or 
'procreate an Off-fpring of diminutive Deities. He, 
Che Father of all Thin«, dwells in eternal ^litude, 
imd from an infinite Ketirement, beholds the vari- 
ous Generations of the Univerfe ; they are all equal- 
ly his Off-fpring, and 'tis Blafphemy to affirm he has 
a* Son, or a Daughter, or a Compamon Hke onto him- 
ftlf. For he b uncreated, onbegotten, and entire : 
Sole PoiTeflbr of his own Glory, without Rival or 
Competitor. There was none before him, neither 
ftall there be -any after him. He is without 3^gY»- 
it^ or End. 

fiutthefe Infidels harbour ftrange Opinions about 

*a Trinity of Gods, -and .follow the Doorines ofHer^ 

mes^ Tri/megifiuif Plato, Plotinus, and othtfr Pagan 

Philofopbers^ who aiTerted a Triad in the Deitv % and 

on that Bafis, founded ail the Poly theifm of the Gen- 

files. Hence Pythagoras drew hb Tetragrammaton, 

' by playing the chymical Arithmetician, and extrad- 

ing a Quatemity out of Three. But the Poets, not 

puzzling their Heads with the Myfleries of thefe 

Divine and unintelligible Numbers, deliverM their 

Theology in plain, grofs Fi^ions, fuitable to the 

Capacities of the Vulgar : One midwifing a Goddefs 

out of Jupiter^'i Brkins v Another ilarting a God from, 

his Thigh. But this filly Fellow could not derive hb 

Pedigree fo near as from a little Toe of the Divinity. 

Therefore, he was defervedly reduced to hb firft A- 

ly and fpam'd out of the World. 

tie 
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The French have various Kinds of Paniihments 
tor M^lclkCluiSy but a^iie inoic -tcf f iMe than brtftk 
ing on the Wheel. This is inflicted only on notoii- 
DOS Criminak> and the Manner is thos : The Party 
condemned is faften*d to a Wheel, with his Anns 
and Legs extended to their full Length and Wide- 
nefs. Then comes the Execatiorier, and with aft I« 
ron Bar breaks oiie Bone after another, till the miie* 
fable Wretch is ih the A|;<mii(^ of Death, and fo he 
is left toesfpire in unutterable Torments: For, fome 
Men of ftrong Cof^ituti«n, will retam Life in thia 
Condition for twelve or moreHoursingether, 

Honourable Cadara/rad, tho*^ the Executions of 
fhe Eaft are more fwift and furprifing, than thoTe 
in the Weft ; yet Qicy. are not co m pa ftbl e ttrtbem 
£oT Cruelty : The worft Death being but a MinuteV 
Pain. 

Sage £Iuih - 1 reverence thy accomplij[h!d Kaow^ 
Jedg^ in the Laws of Equity and Juftice. 



Paris, iabofii>e yiMoiih 
ofthTerrio6l. 



the End of the Second Bbo£^, 
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LETTER. L 

5r<7 Solyroan bis Qoufin, at Chalccdon. 



Commend thee for removinc; thus . from 
Place to Place; and couM wi(h that 



thou.wouldft not only exchange thy Re- 
fidence thro^ all the Cities feated ^on the 



T 

JL Boffhormy Frapontisy Eu9int Sea, and 
the HelhJ^t, but vifit by Turns all the 
famous Parts in the World. 

Pcaife be to God, we are not born in Mufconjy^ ^^f'l 
fia^ Chinuy or under the narrow foulM Governments 
QiLfcurguSf Plafo, and fucb kind of jealous Law- 

^Ivcrsi' 
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given ; where it would be lefs PunidimexTt, than 
the Lofs.of one's Eyes, and Ears, and Feet^ if not of 
Life itfelf^ to travel out of his native Country, or 
for a S danger to cofne in^ excepting .foreign Am- 
bafladors and Agents, who in China are forced to 
travel with their Paces veilM or mufHed from the 
Conines to the Court, left they (hould fpy the Di(^ 
advantages of the Country, 

Doubtlefs this is repugnant to the Law of Na- 
ture and Nations, an Oppreilion of Humanity, and 
diredlly opposite to the Purpofe of God, when 
he deiignM and made us for fociable Creatures: 
For, the whole Earth is but as one Country or 
Province, common to Men and Beafts. 'Tis our- 
Klement^ and therefore we ought to be free in it^ 
to range where we pleafe, as the Foind^ do in the 
Air, and the FiOi in the Sea, without any Law, 
Reilrain^ or Injury* Such a Thought as this, 
made Socrates ^ when he was askM, Jrhat Country- 
man he was ? anfwer, / am a Native ^f th$ Vni" 
nftrfi^ and therefore fr^to liyefwhere IwlL 

Thott know'ft our Couiin Ifiuf has travePd over 
all Jfia and Africk^ with' fome Parts of Eur^e. 
My Brother PeSeii Ha/i, has alfo vifited many Re- 
gions in the Eaft. fioth of them have improved 
their Eilatesand Fortunes in the World, the one at 
Jfirqcan^ the other at Conftantinofle. Follow t^eir 
Steps, and thoa may*il have thy Heart's Content. 
Go, and obferve the difierent Manners of Men, 
their varioas Cudoms, Laws, and Religions. Sur- 
vey the Mountains^ Fatties^ Defarts, Ri'verj^ Lakes, 
Seas, Cities, Cafiles, Palaces, atid all the other 
defirable Objedb;, which embellifh this Globe. 

But beWare of the Infirmity of moft Travellers, 
who, CamelianAilXy change their Humour and 
l^anners as the Regions vary thro* jsrhich they pafs : 
Meer Mimicks, Buffoons and Apes, who place their 
^ccUenc/ in ilniuting every Thing they kp^ osc 

meet 
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ttieec with. Thus degenerating from themfelves ;- 
infteadof improving their Minds in true Science and 
Wiidom, and hardening their Bodies to endure pati- 
ently the Injuries of the Elements, with all the Fa- 
tigues and Contingencies of human Life, which are- 
the chiefEnds of Travelling, next to that of learning . 
how to ferve our Sovereign and our Country in a 
more refined Manner. 

Solyman^ never think that thou wilt deferve the 
Character of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Return • 
thou canft only boaA of ftrange and incredible Things • 
tliouhaft (een>..tell monibous^ Romances, and Fi£li« 
ons more fabulous than thofe of the Gentile Poets. 
Aim at folid Knowledge^ and the Improvements of ^ 
a rational Cicature. As thou goeft out a Mujful^ 
man^ fo return ; but with all the Advantages that: 
ihay recon»mend thee for a Perfon accompliOiM ': 
ih Hijkry», Morals, PUitkks, and DmW Phtlofi^ 

If thoa direil' not' undertake a Ramble at large, 
P to thy Coufin Ifoufzt (ifimtcan^ where he is fettled* 
m a Way of Traffick and Merchandize. Take thy 
Voyage by the Black Sea, and the Palus M^eotis* 
Caft thy Eyes on the antient Kingdom of Colchis, as 
tliou faileft by her Shores ; confider the Temper of 
the Minrrelians, CircaJJ^ns, and Tartars, with the- 
feft of tlie People through whofe Territories thou wilt 
pafs. And when thou arrived at Aftratan^ tek myr- 
Coufin Ifotrf^, that I wifh thee to take this Courfe : : 
He will refped thee for thy Uncle's Recommen- 
dation. Shew him this Letter, and let his own 
Eyes fee the Hand-writing of Mabmut, the aged, . 
weather-beaten Slave of the Earth's Great Save* 
i^ign ; the old, grey, grifled Watchman of the Sub- 
Hme Parte, which is the Refr^ge of Mortals. He will 
find many Opportunities to advance thee. Bat I 
advife thee to wean thy felf from all Fondnefs, Incoa- 
fiuqr^ nd JDifooateiit. Be true to Ajr Trail, 

feda- 
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feduloas and aftivc, patient and refign'd. Take all 
Things as they come from Deftiny, without beiri^ 
peevim or fretful. 

; So may God blefs thee, and give thee the Riches, 
of the Earth, and the fweet Influences of Heaven ;; 
inake thee happy here and hereafter. Finally, may. 
thy Reft be on high in Paradife* 

Paris, iflofthe ph Mcani 
•f the Tear 1663.. 
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LETTER II. 

To Pefteli HaH» hU Brother y Mafter ef, 
■ the Q^oms at Coxiftantinople. 

THERE is nodoobt^ but when ^a wnft in th^ 
MifSy the Names of Sultan Dara^ Sujahy 
Aurengsubej and Mtrad Batcbe^ vifere not lefs known 
to thee, than that of their Father Cifa Maft, the 
Grand Mogul, Thy Bofineis as well as Curiofity, 
taird thee often to the Court, where thoo haii^ 
heard the Chara^ers of thefe young Princes, who(^ 
early Yi»rs fumiihM the World with Matter of 
Koife and great Expedations, and gave th^ old; 
Monarch that begat them Trouble and Care enough./ 
to keep them in order, 'and prevent their Machi- 
nations againU one another as well* as againft him- 
felf. For in thofe Days he faw his Family divided- 
mto Factions, and a Royid Envy raix*d with Am* 
bition, whetting Brothers and Sifters againfl eacH 
other, who by Nat die were made for the Offices of' 
jTciprocal Love. ' 

Surely His but « glorious Inidicity for Children 
tp be theibom Omdidatas of a Crawis wheatack. 

i». 
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is oblig'd by a Principle of Self Prefervation, to 
parfue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnant 
€0 Humanity, and the Affeclion that is due to 
thofe of the fame Blood : When ihakisg off all 
Tendernefs and Compaflibn, the Sons of one Mo- 
ther mult iheath their Swords in each others Bowels, 
to prevent their own Fate ; and raviih a Crown by 
Force, to (ave their Lives. 

Yet this is the Misfortnoe of all the Eaflem 

Courts, that they cannot fee a Prince afcend the 

.Throne without the Slaughter of his Brethren, 

and all that can be fufpefled to pretend, or ftand in 

competition with him for the Sovereignty. 

However, it muft be confefTed that the Indian 
Policy in this Point is far more generous than that 
of the Ottomans or Perfianti who either imme- 
diate! v after their PoiTeffion of the Throne, murthcr 
in cold Blood all the reft of their Lineage ; or at 
leaft iihprifon them in fome dark Dungeon during 
iheir Lives, and not feldoin put out their Eyes.' And 
this is owing to the Difadvantage the unhappy Chil- 
dren of our MoDarchs lie under, in that from their 
Infiincy ti^ey are confined to the Seragih, and edu- 
cated under the Tutelage of Women and-Ennuchs, 
even during the whole Life of their Father ; fo 
that he who is advanced to the Throne, has all the 
Wft in his Cuftody the firft Hour of his Reign. 

Whereas, in Indoflan the Princes of the Blood 
Hre committod to able and learned Tutors, and as 
they grow in Years« increaiing alfo in Knowledge, 
.Wifdom and Courage, they are difpoied of, every 
one fuitable to his Capacity. Some being madiiB 
JViinifters o£,State, others Ce»ends of Armies, or 
Governors of Proviftccs : Whereby each is put in 
)^ Condition to- make Parties for himxfelf, among the 
Grandees, and thofe of inferior Degree, and to 
Ibrtify his Intereft in Court and City, Country and 
Cftoip- Tlitts an open Field » left. for all to try 

tbck 
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their Wit and CoQrage in, for the Sake of Inheri- 
tance ; and 'tis more equal to let them nobly fldr- 
miffi for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for 
Life or Death, than fet up one with the Advantage 
and Character of a Butcher, and turn the SerailT 
into a Shambles y always polluted with Royai innocent 
Blood. 

But ever^ State purfues its own Maxims ; and 
there are not wanting Men of the Law, who juflify 
this inhuman Condadi of our Sultans, as the only 
Means to prevent publick Diflradlions and civil 
Wars ; which always happen where there are many 
Pretenders to the imperial Dignity ; as it lately hVL 
. out in the Indies, 

I need not acquaint thee with what particoTar 
Dignities and Commands the Great Utgul inveded 
liis fbiir Sons. Thou cOnld^il fuBiciently inform thy 
felf of thefe Things when thou waft at Dehlt^ the Ca- 
pital City of Indoftan. Neither need I fay any Thii^ 
' of Rauchenara Segumy or hisSifter SaM, the two 
Daughters of CJIra Jeban. Thou hafi; been there in 
Perfon ; know*il more of thefe Things than I, who 
am oblieM to the Merchants and Travellers for all 
my IntelTigence of the Indian Affairs. 

But I can certify thee of fomething which has 
heen tranfadled there fince thy Return to Conflantt- 
nople ; the Fame whereof perhaps is not yet arrived 
at the imperial City. 

Know then, that in the Year 1655, a Rumour 
being fpread abroad through the Provinces of India^ 
that Cba lehan w&s dead, each of his $iur Sons be- 
gan to lay about him for the Crown. They did all 
that is ufual in fuch Cafes for ambitious Perfons to 
do, by courting the Omrabs and Rajahs with large 
Pfefents and larger Promifes, by obliging the Soldiecy 
with immenfe Largeffes ; in a word, by roufing; 
up the Friendihip and Integrity of their Adhe- 
icat», and by wianing over Strangers to their diffe- 

tent 
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rent Parties, with whatfoever elfe was thought ne- 
Mceflaiy to carry on a ^prolperous War againil one 
another r For the innate Defire of reigning had 
^equally po/TefsM them all. But DeHiny, which ap* 
points and confummates human Events, had refenrd 
^e Crown for Aureng Zebe, who furpafs'd all the reft 
in Policy and Diifimulation. 

With profound Cnfi. this Prince over-reached his 
younger Brother MomJ Batcbe, and put him m 
Chains in the midft ofMoraJ*a own Army ; pacify-* 
ing the Officers with Bribes, and the common Sdl- 
-diers with Increafe of their Pay, wfailft he fent thek 
General away Prifoner to one of his ilrongeft Caillel. 
This was the Brk coniiderable Stroke he gave tOr 
^ards the gaining a Crown. For now he was not 
"Only rid ot one Competitor, and the mdt dangc» 
rousofall the reft, but alfo became Mailer of hit 
Army and all his Trea'fure ; which being joinM to 
his own, put htm in a Condition to purfue his good 
Fortune with Succefs. Yet the War lafted almoft 
4ix Years i his Brother Sultan Sujub keeping him ia 
play on the Side of Bingal^ and Sultan Dara near the 
Capital Cities of ^rii and Debfy, 

But at laft they were both forced to yield to the 
Fortune oi Aureng 7^be. In fine, he was eftablifliM 
and now fits on the Throne of his Fathers ; whilft 
they fell Sacrifices to the Jealoufy and Revenge of 
their vidorious Brother ; beine, as J aminform^d, 
taken Prifoners, and afterwards poifoned, or hur- 
ried out of the World fome other Wav. 

Thus pailes away human' Glory like a Cloud dri- 
ven before the Wind ^ or like the Smoke of a Fire> 
which looks bright and g^ for a while, crackles and 
gives heat to all that are near it, but is either fud- 
denly quenchM with Water, or evaporates into Air, 
And is no more rememberM. 

Dear Pefieli^ confider that this Earth is not our 
native Country : We are Foreig^rs here below.i 

let 
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let us tmpn>ve ourfelves^ by every thing we en- 
^cottnter, in Knowledge and Virtae, without bam* 
ring the Vanity and Vices of Mortak. 

i^aijSy 4iif of tbt 6th Idaon^ 
' tf the Year \66'^. 



LETTER IIL 

to Ufcph, Ba0a. 

HE R E is great Rejoycing for the Converfiopi 
of a certain Protdftant Prince to the Paith of 
the lioman Church. The call him the Duke 4if 
Meckiembourgb. 'He is faid to fpring from an andent 
Race of Kings among the VaiAals, This Court ca- 
reiTes him in an extraordinary Manner, as diey 
ufually do all Profdytes of his high Qgaltty ; as for 
poor and vulgarXonverts, they ferve only to be- 
come the Pridts Slaves and Aifes. 
' The King, who is ftiled 7^# Meft Son tf tbt 
K^burcb^ ana therefore ought to appear a living De* 
'jnonftration of her boafied Virtues, has been veiy 
liberal of his Favours to the new Devotee, creating 
him I^Mt of tbe Holy Spirit, which is the moft 
fublime Degree of Honour in this Kingdom, next 
to that of being made Peer of the Realm. 

Couriers arrive one at the Heels of another from 
the Duke of Beaufort^ who is cruiiing about on the 
Mediterranean, But I ^nnot^get a Sght of any of 
them, nor learn what their ExprefTes contain. The 
Courtiers and Statefmen here are the very Whirl- 
pools of Intelligence. Whatever News is communis 
cated to them, is fwallowM up and loft for ever in 
i>rofound Silence. They receive all, but return 
> none 
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none again. However, People take the Liberty 
to gdeis every Man according to his Rea(bn or 
Fancy. Some fay, the Duke of Beaufort has 
engaged with a Fleet kA Algerines^ and driven them 
into' their Harbour with great Lofs on their Side, 
and Triumph on his. Others laugh at this as only 
a Court Romance, who ftrivc to prepoflefi the 
l^ation with profperous Stories of the King's Army^ 
both by Sea and Land. WhilA a third Sort affirm 
That thofc Difpatches come not from the Duke of 
Beaufirt ; who, they fay, is dead, being kiird by 
a Cannon Bailet, in an Encounter with the Cor- 
fairs of Barhary : But, that they arc fent from 
the next chief Officers in the Tboulou Fleet, to. 
give the King an Account of his Death> and receive 
new Orders. , • 

In the mean while, we are wholly taken op 
here at prefent with the Reception of the ^^fk 
AmbaiTadors. They made their publick Entry 
into Farts yefterday, after they had been magni- 
ficently entertained at the Caftle of the Wood. A 
Thouund Chariots accompanied them through the 
Streets of Paris, They are brave jolly Perfons, 
^omdi Bacchus^ and Hirelings to Mar^, ftout in a 
Wine-Cellar, and no Cowards in the Field. 

Courteous Baja, Thou feeft I do not forget 

my Friends, but fend to all by Turns, the Advices 

that come to my Hands. I wiih thou would*ft 

fevour me with a ihort Sketch of thy Pleafure 

with the Grand Seignior, in the neighbouring Plains 

oi Adrianople, 

» 
Paris, lotbofthe iitb Moon, 

0/theTearii>6i. 
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LETTER IV. 

Sn?E[atnet, Reis EfFendi^ Principal Se* 
aretary of the Octoman Empire. 

tTp I Shard to determine whether the French 
J^ King excels moft in Martial Affairs, or in 
thoic of State. He is good at both. His Counfels 
are wile, and hb Aftionsgreat. A Man both infio* 
d^ and Mind formed &>r Empire : And out-Hripping 
hb Years in all Things (ave the A&irs of Love. TheS 
indeed he nurliies with )routhful Vigour and Paffion» 
being by Nature ytry amorous, andefteemM the 
liandfomeft Prince of thb Age, by thofe who confi« 
^er a regular Shape, graceful Features, andajnajef* 
tick Awefulnefs in the Face, as the principal Ingre* 
4ients in a mafculine Beauty. 

•Tis certain, he'a vtry acceptable to the Ladles, 
who axe the moH competent Judges in thb Cafe. 
And they value him fo much the more, becanfe his 
Love never abates the due Sentiments a Monarc;h 
ought to have of hb Glory. For he gratifies botji 
Pmons, without fufiering them to inter^x^, jnana- 

Sing his fofteft Intrigues with fuch exquifite Pro- 
ence, as he Aill com^ off a Hero. 
He has had many a Miftnfs, and *tis a manifeft 
Difcovery of hb Wit, that he sever faften*d his 
Ailerons on any that deferv*d not the fame Cha- 
racter. She that has the greateft Shai« in his Heart 
at prefent, b caUM the Dutcbeft oiVaimur ; a Wo- 
man raisM to that Title. by. the Aingts Bounty 
for the Sake of hb Love. She has a refin*d Wit 
And that*s all can be faid in her Praiife. For, as to 
her Body, 'twould hardly tempt an indiifcient 
Painter to employ hb Skill, unlefs it weiv, in de« 
. fcribxng. wJiat the Tayier ^dcilYOUn Co iiide, and 

H that*! 



t46 L E T T E US PTrit hy Vol. Vf. 

tbac*8 a Derormlty much like mine, a remarkable 
Bunch in the Back* yet this great Monarch lovc» 
lier paffionately, and will not be eaiily crois*d ia his 
iVmoars. 

The Queen and his Mother have endeavoarM hf 
divers Methods to reclaim him ; but all prove inef- 
feftual. A while ago, they fet his Confeffor to 
work, who, with abundance of unfeafonable Grk- 
' vit^, reprefented to the young invincible Monarcb, 
the ill Confequences of unlawful Love (for thefe 
Iniidtrls eiteem none Lawful, but what is beftowM 
only on one Wife.) He faid all that was proper for 
a Jf/uit to urge on fuch an Occafion, and a great 
deal more ; threatning the Royal Lover with fevc'rc 
Penance, and I know not what. Impatient of this 
Difcourfe from a Subje£l, yet rtfpefting the Charac- 

• ter he bore as a Prieft, * the King with a refervM 
'Countenance, thankM him for his pious Counfel, 

telling him withal, that for the future he difchargM 
' him from his Service, being f efolv'd to ol?ey the old 

• Canons of the Church, and confefs to none but the 
" Pricft of the Parilh. Thus the Poor Je/uit was dif- 

carded, and belides the King's Difpleafure, he has 

drawn upon himfclf the Centres and Curfes of his 
' whole Order, for difbbliging fo potent a Monarch, 
"©nly to J>leafc tW6 pe6vi(h Women. 

lUuftrious Miriiftcr, Kings are as Gods on Earth, 

and they efteem it a Prophanation of their Divinity, 
'when their Adions are too narrowly fcana'd by their 

SobjeOs. 
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L E T T E R V, 

Si Pcftcli Hali, kis Brother ^ Mafter of 
the Grand SigniorV Cuftoms at Con- 
ftantinople. 

TH E News wliich thy Letter imparts, would 
affed me with incredible Delight, were fvch 
A Thing ppflible to come to pafs. It is a long Time 
fiace I have been weary of dwelling in Paris , and 
of converilng only with Infidels. There is a perfect 
Antipathy between their Humoars and mine. And 
^tis no finall Violence a Man does to his Nature in 
fuch a Cafe, when all his Aflions and Words are 
counterfeited. This goes mightily againfl the Grain. 
,But I have thought nothing too msch to do or fuffer 
for our great Maiter^s Intereft : And Tm dill of tbt 

- Iktaie Rdoltttion . Yet Nature itfelf abhors Force and 

KeAraint. Therefore it would be a yaft Comfort to 

be recaird from this difagreeable Station, and placed 

in fome other Poft, where I might ferve God and 

. ^e Grand Signior with more Eate. . 

Befides I have met with nothing but Perfecutions 

■ -Smd Reproa<;hes from fome at the Seraglio, ever £nce 
X came to this City ; as I have often hinted in my 
Difpatehes to the Grandees , and particularly once to 

. the noble Kerier Hajfan, Baja, our Countryman 
and Friend. Wherein I alfo implorM his Favour and 

; f nterceffion» that I might have Leave to retire into 
Arabia^ and fpend the reft of my Days in the Place 

. where I firil drew my Breath ; or at lead, that I 

^ might be permitted to return to Conftantinople^ and 
|;ive an Aqc^oaat of toy Agencv in thefe Parts, tho* 
It were to the Lofs of my Head, if I dererv>d it. 

I perceive that generous Bajfa took Compaflion 
on my Sufferings, and has done his utmoU to relieve 
me. Tis to him I owe the Proppial that was m^ds 

H 2 in 
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in the Divan, of {ending .me to the Court of the 
Grand Mogui, there to negociate fome private Affairs 
pflmportancefor the ^aJ/a». r - * 

There is nothing that I have had a greater Paifian 
for theie many Years, than the Hap^inefs df viiiting 
thofe remote Parts of the Earth, fo venerable for the 
Antiquity of their Iohabitants« and the Excellency 
of their Law9, Ctiftoms, Religion, and Government ; 
,1 mean, the Gentile Indians, and not iht Rom of 
the Mtgulf, who canfe out of Tartary, and arc bat 
•f yeilerday, in comparifon with the Ahon^iiml ^to^ 
pie whofe Genealogies and PoiTeffions of that Cenntty 
firetch beyond all the Records in the World beiide. 

Ever fince I read the Journal of thy Travels in 
the Eaft, I was inflamM with an ardent Defire to fee 
that renownM Nation, to converfe with the Bramiks 
and pry into the Myfteries of their unknown Wikioin 
virhich occafions fo much Dtfcourfe in tht World, 

I know not what ails me, bat I promife my fdf 
more Satis^dion from their Books, were 1 capable of 
underftanding the Language in which they are writ, 
or from the Lips of thote Friefis who have *em in 
their Cnflody ; than from all the Prophets and ^a- 
ges in the World. I fancy I ihould find fomething 
prodigioufly ftrangeand amazing in their Hiftory^ yet 
Iquanng with human Reafon, and Probability of' 
Truth. I (hoald meet with Arguitients which I can- 
not y«t ftart, to prove the Eternity of the World ; 
Arguments clear and demonftrative : Such as would 
eftabltlh this DoSrine, againft all Obje^ons that 
have or can be made to the contrary. 

The Idea which I already entertain of fo unmea- 
furable a Duration, is only founded on my own na« 
tural Thoughts, and fupported by the concurrent 
Opinion of levenil ancient Fbilofopbers, But I (hodd 
hope to fee it difcover'd by thefe Indian Records^ to 
be a Truth as bright as the Sun, and £^M as the 
Ctnter of the Earui. 

There 
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Theie is another Thing, for which I mightily ad- 
mire the Indums i and wherein I endeavour to. tmi- 
tate them to the utm(^ of my Power : That is, lYit 
Itiilice and Tendemefs they (hew towards the Beafts. 
Tis a Thing which needs a confiderable Expiation^ 
if by Chance they kill any living Creature : But, if 
diey do it wilfully, out of cruel Wantohnefs or Ma- 
lice, and not in their own Defence, *tis puni(h'd' 
with Death, no lefs than if tSey had murther'd a 
Man. No Care of Health, nor Fear of Diiiblutioii 
by Sicknefs, can tempt one of the Brachman Rac^^ 
to tajfte a Bit of Flefli : Much lefs couM they be 
induoed by the meer Pleafore of their Appetites, to 
commit that which they efteem fo enormous a Sin, 
and the very Fountain of all other Vices. They 
count it the greateil Injuftice that can be, to fuflaiii 
their own Lives by the Dei^th of any of their Fellow- 
Animals } and they efteem it a Pufillanimity unbe- 
coming a Man, when he dares not venture his Life 
on the Fruits of the Earth, and the Milk of Cattle,, 
whtck he may. enjoy in Innocelice, and Nature af- 
fcrds him more than enough, of all Sorts of lawfol 
Noorifhment 

. This religions Abftinence, is the Mother of He- 
foic Virtues } and thofe who pradUfe it inviolably^ 
are always in a State to contemn the World, Death, 
and all momentary Things. Hence it is, that the 
fndiant so to the Iwvffih Wtrld as chearfiilly, as 
they woird take a Journey to China^ and Perfia^ 
Turfy , or any other Part of the Earth. For they 
efteem Death no other than a Setting «o«t, or Voyage 
of the Soui to a more agreeable Region. 
. But, I need not infift fo mnch on thefe Thingi 
to thee, who h^ been among them; and art fami- 
liarly acquainted with their Genius and Inclina- 
.tion. I Aide into this Difcourfe infeniibly, by the 
Pleafure I take in thinking of thefe People and their 
admirable Virtues, as a Man falb in liove with a 

H 3 beautiful 
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beautiful Woman, by attentively gating on her, and 
many Times forgets himfelf and the fiufinefs he was 
about, commits Errors and Indecencies, and tkro* 
the Confafionof his Spirits, is quite loik, like one in 
a Wood. 
To return therefore to my Pm-pofe : A Journey to. 
^ ' the Indies would be very pleafant to me on feveral 
f other Accounts. The very Stars of my Nativity in- 
dinM me to travel, and from my Cradle in my Fa« 
ther's Houfe, I was tranfported to Cgnftantin^pU^ 
many hundreds of Leagiiej from the Place of my 
Birth. Thou know'il what a Roamer I've been fince 
that Time : And I can aflure thee, I retain the fame 
Di.'pvfuion dill. Bar there's no Country under the 
K'lo'-n \Vluch I Willi to fee wi.h greater Earneftnefs, 
than Indofiatty the very Name whereof founds almoft- 
as fwect as that of Paradife. Doubtlefs, 'tis the Eden 
cf the Earth in many Refpefb. And the Inhabitants 
believe there was no belter for the Original Paventf 
of Mankind to dwell in, ranking the Hittory of Mcfip 
on that Subject in the Number of celebrated Fables/ 
I approve not the Ccnfure of the Indians ; yet I tell 
thee as a Mjuffnlmanj I dare fay, the myfterious Wrw 
tings oiMofes are quite ifiifunderilbod' by the greateft 
Part of Mankind . Neither can any fWo'of his Ix^tXPi 
preters agree exadly, which was the partktfl^r S!ltda«« 
tiou of Paradife. Some plant that Gardetf in Mefipd^ 
tamia^ others in FaUftine ; and a third S<Srr amriri, 
*twas in Egypt: This Man will have it in Jfia^ thae 
in Africa. They are divided in their Opinions, 
And I might as well fay. 'twas under the Red Sedii 
between them both ; and bring as many Cahaiifiick 
troops to defend it. fiut, it lignifies nbthihg to us, 
let it be where 'twill. Every Place is a Paradife; 
which a Man fancies to be fo ; a:nd nothing can beat 
kne off fro u^ the Conceit I have of the Indies', 

Bcfides, I (hould take a vaft Delight in my tour- 
ney thither ; whether I went by the Way of the 
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Black Seap and fo tbroagb the ancient Kingdoms of 
Colchis, Georgia, and Cathay, coafting along the 
Foot of .Mount Taurus. : Or by the more commoii 
Road, through Syria, Arabia, and Perjia, Eithef 
Way would a&rd Matter of Thought to a contem- 
plative Man, whilft in fome Places he beholds the 
Kuins of famous Cities ; and his Eyes revel on the ' 
Spoils of Time, of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes* 
In. others^ he beholds whole Provinces laid waile, 
and difpeopled^ only meeting here ai^d there a fe^ 
Cots, Herds, or Tents of Arabs, Tartars, or C/>- 
cajjian Herdfmen ;. who flraggle up and down the * 
pleafant Fields of AJta, to pick and chufe conveni- ' 
eiu Piiilures for ihcir Cattle. 

How pleafant woald it be to travel through .my 
town Country, and behold the Tents of the Sons of 
Ifmael, fpr^ad o*er the. Plaii^s of the vad and horn« 
bi?> Deiai^t ? To meet wjth ^rnirs and Sheghs of Ara- 
bia^, witb t^eir Flocks and Herds, fummeringit np 
and dpwn, and frolicking from, Mountain to Yalle/ ' 
a^'tbeir Plcafiire. 

From this to pa/s to another Variety in Perfia^ 
vi^d be ec^^uaUy, diverting. \Vhat kind of Thoughts 
ftould t liave whilft on my Bed* within the Walla ' 
o^x^^^Kf/, theSca^e of fo many great and renownM^ 
/^ojis mentioned in a^qent Hiftory f I fl^ould call, 
to mi^d SemiramUp the Foundrefs of that noble Ci« ' 
ty, and all her Wars with the hniians and other Na- 
tions of the Eaft^ I fhould rcflcdt on her Policy, and 
tfie Wcaknefs of her Son Nin^as. I fhould confidcr 
the various Tranflations of the Eaftern 'Empire 5 the 
alternate Fates of the Medes, AJyrians, Bahylotiians, 
and perfians. And from thence I (hould naturally fell 
upon his Conqueft of Alexander the Grtat ; the Rife ' 
of the Macedonian Empire j the Death of that migh- *. 
ty Hero in Babylon^ and the cantonizing the Empire 
among his chief Officers. Such Memoirs as theie, • 
would waken my X^oughts of the Vanity of all he- 

H 4 ; >" snaii 
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man Affairs^ as it does at this Time : And particular* 
\y. I refledl on my Folly, in fetting my Heart fa 
much on travelling to a Country, which I am never 
like to fee. 

For, alas, my dear Brother, I am not able to en-' 
dure at this Age the Hardihips of fd long a Journey, 
as I could in my Youth. Mudi Sicknefs has impair*S 
the Strength of my Conflitution. 1 am grown aa 
tender as an Infant. The le^ft PufF of Wind is rea- 
dy to blow out the Flame of Life. And whereas for- 
merly, neither Heat no^ Cold, Hunger nor Thirft, 
Labour or Watching could hurt me ; now my Health 
receives Damage from every one of -theie. I could 
notjpoffibly out-Jive the Fatigue and Pain of travel- ' 
ling two or three Days together without a Drop of 
V* kiter to refrcfl) my panting Soul. An habitual Fe- 
ver has made me the thirflieft Man in the World. 
Then I am not able to bear the fcorchine Heat of ' 
the Sun, to which a Traveller in thofe Parts Is ne- 
ceflarily expofed. I (hould daily diifolve like Wax, 
or rather exhale in Smoke, in the mklft of fo many 
FerVon. In a word, my Body is fo infirm, that I 
api very furc to die, before I can get half way to ' 
Indofian^ let me take the nearefl Road I can. 

Yet, if the Minifttrs of the Porte fhall think fit to 
lend me, I am refignM. For I take no farther Care 
of my Life, than as I may be ierviceable to the 
Grand Seignior, 

I intend to write to our illuflrious Friend about it. 
In the mean time, do thou for me, what the Pru- 
dence of a Man, and the Afl^6tion of a Brother 
fhall fuggeft, as moft conducing to the Interef^of 
oiir Sovereign, and our own Honour, which we 
OMght ^o prefer to our Lives. 

Our Mother is in Health, and falutes thee with 
a tender Embrace. 
. Paris, gth of the %d Moon, 
of tie Tear 1664. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R VI. 

fo Hamet, Reis Effcndi, Principal Se^ 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

THIS Coart of late makes a double Figure ' 
the one of real Sorrow /or the Dutchefsof ^^^ 
n;oy\ Death » who was of the Blood Royal oi France i 
the other of counterfeit Mournii^ for the Death of 
Carolus Jojephus^ Brother to the German Emperor. 
For they inwardly rejoice at this latter, and wifh 
the whole Houfe of Auftria were laid in their 
Gjaves ; Hiat Family being the only Obflacle tp 
the Grandeur at w^ichthe French Monarchy afpires i 
the only Rub which Cardinal RiMieu and his Suc- 
cefibr Maxarini found in their Way» when they 
fought to exalt the Bourbws to the Eintiire of tfa^ 
Weft. 

The . Rife and Fall of £linf doms, the various 
Ciianges of Government, the aTternate Fate pfNa<v 
tions, are Themes worthy of a Miu^Uw^s Thoughts ; 
confidering that the vi^orious and happy Ofmam at 
'this Day pofTefs the Territories of ancient Renown,, 
the Provinces and Dominions which formerly madr 
the greateft Figure and Noife in the World. 

what js now become of the moft famous Mo 4 
narchics oiBahyhfu^ Perfia^ Affj^a^ Ma<eden, Greece^ 
and Rome ? Look for the myflerious and learnt 
Kingdom of Egypt ; the religious State of the yews ; 
the moft antient Kingdoms of the Sicyonians and 
jirgives; the Commonwealths of Laced/emw and 
Athens \ with n^iiny other Countries mentioned in ^e 
Records of Time, and we (hall iind them all fwal* 
lowed up in the univerfal Empire of the Ottomans. 

TheHiilory of J3r/R«/, and how he got the Sove- 
reignty by Hunting ; of Ktnus his Son, who firfl 
iaught the World the Methods of Idolatry ; t)f ^emi" 
r amis 9 Nyaias, SardoMafalus, Ariacej, BeUcius, and 

^5 tbS 



the reft of^thofe j^ri<v« Monarchs, found now 
like an antiquated laie or Dre^m. N6ithef is there 
•any more Life at this Time in the Babyhnian and 
Peijtan RegiHers. The mighty Adls of the Nehu* 
cbaJftezzarSf Cyrus* s^ and the reft of thofe renown'd 
Conquerors, now ierve bot as Foils to iet off thi 
more elorioos Enterprizes and Sucoefl^ of our immor- 
tal Sultans. 

^Tis true, the Ferfiaru at this Day retain fome 
Fragments of that once vaft and formidable Eaftein 
Empire. And the Germans have a Shadow o! the 
ancient Imrerial Majefty of the Remans, But both 
the one and the other are grown effeminate and 
weak ; they have loft the Virtue, the Power, and 
Fortune of their Pred ceffors. 

Thou haft travePd over all the Dominions of the 
^ofhiy and been an Eye-witnefs of the Perfian Luxu* 
ry, Libertin*fm, and Nakednefs. Thou haft feen 
theOff-fpring of heroic Sages transformed to Swine, 
Dogs, A'ffes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 
they had drank of Circe* h Cup. So fatal is it to decline 
from the Way of Virtue j nay, fo impoflible even 
to ftand ftill in that facred Path, without being vio- 
lent?y pullM backward. In a word, thou art fo 
thoroughly acquainted with the prefent State of Pfr- 
Jiay and ailicsCircumftances, that I ftiould appear 
too officious in pretending to defcribe, either the 
Country, or the People that inhabit there. 

But as to Europe thou profeffeft thyfelf a Stran- 
ger and haft commanded me to charadlerife this Quar« 
ter of the World : Wherein Germany makes the moft 
maj^ftick Figure by Land, England and Hoiiandhy 
Sea: 5)>^/« boafts of her Gold; whilft /r««f^ trea- 
furc5 it up to pay her Armies, to keep foreign Kings 
in Penfton, to build mighty Fleets and magnificent 
Palaces ; to corrupt the German Princes, and mak'e 
Vm Pimps to her Ambition, Inftruments of her de- 
kgn'd Griiadeor, w/iich is no Icfi than the Wefierin 
^Einpire. l -^ 4& 



Vcl.VI. a Spy*/ Pa r ts, 155 

As for the Duke of Savoy he Is a mere Tenfw- 
Sai/, or a Sluttie-Cock, bandied to and fro betwcca 
.the Kings of Ffance^ siud S^ain. 

The S'TviJes are poor and mercenary. They can- 
not ftay at Home, uhlefs they could banqaet on the 
,Turf8 and Stones; For all the Flefli, Fruit, and 
Xornin the Land, is not half enough to keep them 
lalive, and they have little or no Money but what 
they get abroad. This makes 'em all Travellers, and 
inoft of them take up the Trade of War. They fervc 
the Pope, the Frenci King, and many other Princes 
ifor Pay : And where they once engage they are very 
true to their Truft. But,' I can tell thee, they 
would be unwilling to fight for the Grantt Signior^ 
unlefs he would allow 'cm plenty of Wine, which 
ihou know'ft is c6ntrary to the Difcipline of the 
M^tilfnan Armies ; and thcfc S^wiffes arc the pro* 
felfed Adorers of Bacchus. 

Tht FioIlariJers are hiduft nous and rich; they 
Siind nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanicks. 
Ti\ey would fain engrofs the Trade of the Indies and 
the Levant to themtelves. They traffick that they 
fsay be in a Condition (o fight, and they fight t6 
eflablflh their Commerce ; having no Senfe of Hot. 
;iour, bi^t only of Profit. If they attempt any Con^ 
,queA, or make any Invafion,' it muft bfein America^ 
«f fbme othei* remote Country ; for they are only 
upoh the defenfive among their Neighbours, not 
idaring to be the firft A^refilbrs in a War : In a 
jvord, they're like a Neft of Pifmires, that trudge 
up and down continually to get Provifions, but fling 
and bite thofe under whofe rrotedion they live, u 
ihey have an Opportunity. 

•I'is thought tnePfihte of Or^ff^^, who de&^a 
from an illuftrious Stock, will e*ef long reduce thofe 
Kepublicans to another Form of Government. The 
French ^yle him the Head and Heart of the UniteJ 
^aies, "and theft thott know'fl, cojnnaDd the Hands 
Aod Feei. H ^ drm 
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. Germany is cpunted the Bulwark oi Cbrijiendom 
ftgainil the mighty Power of the Ottomans and Taf'- 
tars But in ixi^ Opinion, one of our Ambailadofs 
at the Emperor^s Court gave a truer Defcription of 
it, when he con^ar'd Germany to a great MonHer 
with many Heads and Tails^ which having a Define 
to break thro' a ceruin quick-fee Fence or Hedge^ 
and each particular Head makine Way where it 
could bell, among the lefs entangled Branches, were 
all caught in fo maiiy different Nbofes, by theln^ 
terpofition of ftrong IVees, and fo the Monfler was 
forc'd to retire with Shame and Lois : whereas, he 
iaid, the OJman Empire was like an Animal with 
one Head and many Tails, and that one Head not 
encountering the like Difficulties, eafily pafs*d thro% 
being followed by the Tails with one Confent, as the 
untwifted Ends of a tendringM Cord pafs thro* a 
Ring or Hole^ when the united Part had led them 
the Way. 

I fhould have mention^ Italy ^ Poland, Denmark^ 
Mu/coty^ and other Regions of Europe, but it would 
be too tedious for one Letter, Which I 0iould nei- 
ther have Time to write, nor thou Patience to read 
atonce« 

Therefore, I deiire thee to accept of this only a$ 
a ro.igh Draught, and imperfect Sketch of fome Parts 
of the Weft. But in my future Difpatches I will 
imitate the Painters, and endeavour to draw each 
Member and Lineament of this great Body to the 
Life, as near as I can difcern *cm by the Lights ^ 
jhave In Paris* 

Paris, iptb tf the j^ Mwe, 
of At Year 1664. 
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LETTER VIL 

sr^ Kerkcr Haflan, Bafla^ 

MA Y God multiply his Bkifin^rs on thee, and 
caufe thy Heart to fparkle with frefh' Lights, 
and new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a Dunaima^ 
(or Rojat Holiday, ) Accept alfo a fmall Prefent, not 
worth an Inventory* (conMing only of a few Pic^ 
tures, Looking-glafTes, Watches, and other Muitf* 
ladores of France) from the Hands oiMabmufy thy 
Countryman, Son of thy Father^s Neighbour, and 
a voluntary Slave of thofe who ferve thee, if I had 
the Honour of an Opportunity. 
' Neither the Gift, nor he that ofkn it, is worthy 
of Elleem. But thou hail Condefcention enough 
to k>ok on both with the Bye of a noble Arab^ who 
knows how to value the Sincerity of any Man's De^ 
Toir and Afit6lion, which way ioever he expreiTes it. 

I can never forget the former Difcoverits of thy 
Friend (hip to my Brother Pefieli and me, and in ge« 
neral to all thofe of our Houfe; which dill encou- 
rages me to expert greater Kindness ; nay, in a man- 
ner, a£ures me of them : Becaofe 1 know the Na- 
ture of true Generofity is foch, that where it once 
begins to faften on an Objed, it never ceafes to com* 
municate its Favours, 'till damn*d Perfidy gives a 
Check to the Current. And may he be damn*d that 
then* has the Impudence to afk for any more. 

But, Praife be to God, my Cafe is otherwife ; % 
am not in the Number of the ungrateful and treache* 
rous : And thei«for« with Boldnefs I prefume onc0 
more to addrefs to the Duft of thy Feet, illuftrious 
Maffa^ begging thy Patronage and Shelter from the 
Periecution of my fincmicsy whofe whole Endea« 

voujr is (0 ruin me. 

Thott 
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Thou know^il I came to Paris in the Year 1637 
of the ChriiUaA flegira. The Sun had then revificed 
the Sign he ivas laat my Nativity, jail the eight and 
twentieth Time. I was a mere Youngfter in the 
World. However, my Superiors thoug^it me fit for 
this Employment. How I have acquitted myfelf in 
it ever fince, I leave to themfelves to ju4ge : Yer^ 
for Fa(hion*s Sake, they will be always finding 
Faults. One Sycophant or other is perpetually 
failing againU me, when they find any of the Fi* 
Kiers, and other Qrandees in an Humour to hearken 
to them. I fancy 'tis for Want of Difcourfe. When 
they have nothing elfe to talk of, then they fall a 
^nfuring of poor Mabmut^ who undergoes more 

Fatigues than a Hundred 
' • Uis IFord Thlguch thoufand fuch • n^ucb as 
nuas lift fo. in ihi Jta- they. I can't imagine what 
lian, mnd the Engliih they aim ^t ; unlefs it be^ 
S'ranjlatar knvws nH that they would have me 
njifbat to make 4>f it, turn Chriftian^ and enter 

myfelf into fome Monaftery. 
Suffer me, my noble Friend, to tell thee, that a 
Man cannot want for Te^iptations to fuch a Change 
of his Faith, without being confined to a reclufe Life. 
He may be a Fryar^ or a Liberti/^e, a Prie^ or f 
Lawman, a ZeaUtw an Hyp^rite^ a Cbimnty-fweef^ 
or an Abbots which ke pleafes, according as he is 
Qualified. And I can ^fifare thee» he that would ^ 
A good Man, which is beyond all the reft, has In- 
centives enough among the Prrfejffbrs of the l^axa* 
reue Worftiif, tho' the greateft Part are wicked^ 
^ As .for me, I n^er thought that true ^Religion 
confified in empty 'Names and Titles,, ii^ Forms 
And Ceremonies, in Parties and Fa^liops, or in .any 
Thing bat in a Life conformable to Reaibn, and 
to the Will of God. 

■* ' 'They take me here a^ Parrs fpr a M^ldavioft Ram* 
bter^ that has read fomething mor.f (hj^n the Parijh* 

" Clertn 
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Clerks, And becaufe they know I tnderftoed Gretk, 
Sclavofiiaftt and two or three Languages more, they 
would fain make me a Priefl:, Dodor, Orator, or any 
tiling that I would accept of; to ferve tn Intereft. 
And I am compellM to afe cither a downright Hu- 
mility, or a forcM Pride, that I may handfomely e* 
vade their Courtihips convincing *em ibmetimei 
that I am not fit for ioch Dignities ; at other Seafbns 
telling 'cm I am above Inferior Orders^ and that 
nothing lefs than an Archbifhop's Pali, or a Card!* 
Aai*s Hat will fatisfy my Ambition. 

Tha^ I really diflemble, and jcft my {elf in ear- 
neft out of ample Eftates, toferve God, hk Pfopher, 
and the Grand Signior : Yet I am traducM at the Sera* 
glio for a Hypocrite^ an InMtl^ and God knows what. 

Here's honeft Eiiaebim the Jeiv undergoes the 
fame Fate ; whilil thofe of his own Party, efpeciaJIy 
the Rabbi's^ proclaim him vrtry where for s 
Chriftian, and the Nazarenes point at him as a Turk*, 
Only my Landlord where I before lodged, who is 
an honefl old drunken Fleming, takes Eiiaebim for a 
Saint, and fwears he will have him canonizM after 
his Death : And all this for no other Reafon', but 
becaufe Eiiaebim treats him now and then with a 
Bottle of Wine : So partial are all Men to their own 
Humours and Intereils. But the Troth on't is, f - 
liacbim^s an excellent Counterfeit, ' and my Land* 
lord is not the only Man who has this Veneration 
for him. He pafies for a very good Catholick, and 
a holy Man among a ereat many others. . His Looks 
Sire fo demure, his Mien fo composed, and he has 
fuch godly Difcourfe with him, about the Sacra- 
ment:', Indulgencies, Miracles, and Graces of the 
Church, when he is in Company with ChriHiam, 
that he would deceive the Spanifi Inquifition, and 
cheat the Devil himfelf. 

Such is the Violence we are fbrcM to ufe to oar 
'fthres, who live in thtfe hazardous Stations. Afid 
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yet no Body confiders as, or regards oof Zeal for 
the Grand Signior, Our ReputatioD, L\|berty, and 
Lives are precarious. We are not only in perpe- 
tual Danger of the Revenge of the Naxarenes who 
are our real Enemies; but alfoexpofed to the Envy, 
Malice, and Perfecution of thofe who ought to be our 
Friends. 

I hive often coaiplainM of the malicious Calum* 
Bies thrown on me by hingi Cap-Oglani^ and his 
Afibciates : And the minifters were pleas'd to re- 
ceive my Apologies. But now I fufped greater 
Treachery. I fent an Account to the Jttis Effen" 
dt Corns Years ago» liow I was dogg*d up and down 
the Streets of Partj, hy a Fellow whom I knew not, 
< and what Appreheniions that put me upon. I will 
acquaint thee farther, that being afraid of an Ailaf- 
fin in the dark, I armM my Breaft with a Quire 
pf Paper, which is known to be Dagger Proof. I 
was not at all miftaken in my Gueis : For the laft 
Night, as I was returning home to my Lodging, 
between the Hour of Nine and Ten, I receivM^ 
Stab in my albrefaid Breaft-Plate, right againft my 
Heart. It was not fo dark but I could perceive 
the Perfon who gave me this Blow ; and Self-prefer- 
vation taught me immediately to feisee on him, and 
grapple as doie as I could, extending his Arms 
witn mine at a good DiAance from our Bodies. I 
am but little and ihort, yet I have a ftrong Spring 
with ^ my Body when I am once rouzM, as thoa 
wilt imagine I was now. Befides, I have general- 
ly a certain Prefence of Mind in Time of Danger, 
which fails not to prompt me with the readied and 
moft proper Courfe to^euape. In a word, 1 wreft- 
ed the ronyard out of the Ruffian^s Hand, and 
ftabbM him dead with it, not thinking it fa& to 
make a Noife, but chufing rather to die if my 
^rength iaiVd me, than by crying oat 'for Help, 
fun the Rif<iue of woric Coofeq[i]caces : For I had 

long 
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long cxpeded fome fuch Attempt as this upon my 
lAfs, from my Enemies at the Porte. And conclu- 
ding thisFelbw to be one em ploy *d by them for 
that Purpoie, I thought it no Prudence to have him 
Icd2*d by the ^atebf and pmiifhM by the Law, left. 
' he (hould (n Revenge difcover me and my finfineft' 
to thefe Infid^U. Therefore I playM the Executioner 
any^ielfy and fent him oat of Hand to another World 
to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thoa vilt &/ 
there was no Inju£ce in this, fince it was in my 
own Defence, and to fave the Honour of my Sovem 
rtxgft. As he fell, he utter'd thefe Words in a faint 
broken Tone^ Mahmut, my Deathwiilberenfeug^J 
before hrifty and you cannot efcafe the Trap that is laid 
fir yen. Then he eypirM. 

This made me prefently conclude, that he was . 
eiAploy'd by fomebody at the Porte : For hoW cM: 
Ihoufd he know my tiiie Name ? But ufoa taumd 
Thoughts, I cannot be certain, but that he was ftc - 
at Work by my old Sicilian, Mafter^ fiooe he Imcw 
my Name alfo. However. I have great fteafon t9 . 
MpcBt the former ; becaufe it is not probable that • 
the AJSdel would take fo chareeable ana troublefbma 
a Method to morther me. I^etther had he Provo- 
catioii enough. Befides, for a^ght I know, he may . 
be dead. God only is acquainted with the Truth. 
However, to prevent fiitnie Aflaolts of this Natnie^ . 
and a great many other Inconveaien c ies, I have ie« - 
movM my ielf to a new tod^ng^ in the moft obfcure 
Corner of the City, and very remote from the Place > 
v^here I ItvM before, being. refolvM alfo not to fie-^ 

3uent the Court, nOr any pahJick Places^ as I have 
one formerly, but tauke other Meafures for Intel«- 
ligence. 

What I defire of thee is» to reprefent my Cafe ft. 
voorably to the Divau, that they may approve of 
jny Condu^. Do alfo whatever elfe thoa jodgdl the 
Part of a Coontryniaa and a FrioMU 

' JLs 
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As for the Event, I patiently wait the Ap- 
^fhtments of De^iny . For *tis in vain to be too foi-^^ 
licltoas. 

Adieu, High-bom Kerker^ and forget not Mab* 
miu in his Diftrefs. For^ that is the TixBe'wherdu 
true Friendihip is tried. 

Paris, lyi&cf^th^th Mpw,^ 
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LETTR Vlir. 
to Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna; 

BE not dtiheaneaM at the Tronbleir which tho«- 
eneooiBeftA in this World of Lotteries. But^^ 
ranembey the Adage xif thy Rabbi's, That.E V IL 
nMch h (Mat Nighty is jtt the Off*/pr'mj^ pfevfrj\ 
Mtmii^. The Ages aremeafiirMexaaiy, and oant 
H»a» arr checqoer'd with equal Mixtuies of Hap* 
phnD6 and Misfomme. We 9st not born to our owa , 
p«fiwif.« A»d a» nota Man of us eta remember ; 
h«w hriw«ft lbi|mM i? the: Wiuiih; fo havchwe M ^ 
Reafoncoitpioeiacwhat' h<ippem ti^.oe&i«a wAcamo: 
out of it. Whoever Poiwer, Wsidan^jaod Qoa4o^ 
took care of. as then, and afitrwaids infpir*d our 
Mothers and Nurfes with Tendemefs^ and a thou- 
fearf Degrees of Patience beyond what is recorded of 
Jolf^ the fame will provide for us to Eternity, 

The Defire of Knowledge kili^r^ifr», and the 
fame Luft, propagated wiih kb.Seed, deftroys all 
his Pofterity. We can never be fatisfyM in our- Con- 
^nement to this Workii awib theiefore wfc jftounce 
and flutter on all Sides, like FiOi or Birds in a Net, • 
to find a Way out : Whilft we do but entangle our* 
wives the fafter, r^^du ottc Bcftrvn^more ttoegfy* 

andL 
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atfd delay the Poilibility of oar Releafe. Whereas 
Patience would foon fet us fret^ luid rank us among 
the Immortals. One thinks to efcape hy high- 
drinking; another by Fevers of Love or Giorv i 
aqd a tiurd conceits he (hall by his Gold, he able 
to bribe the Watch, who giKud the lail: Ps^es 
of this Life, and perfuade them to Jet him fcam* 
per iafe to Paradile. Alas! alas! all this is but 
the Sophiflry of our Paffions, Tb ,in vain to think 
of haft^ning or retarding oar Fate ; our Time is 
fet, though we know not the Period.' Refignation 
is our beflLefibn, and Prudence the next* 

V Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon^ rather than 
a Letter. But I ad^ife thee to read it v/ith tho 
Byes of a Stoici ; that is, whether it pleafes thee 
or not, regard it no farther than it agrees with Rea<» 
ft>n. I would fain aik of the Man who expels 
to have his WW accoti^plifh^ in this Life, whether 
he can prevail upon the Sun to rife any Morning 
wkhin xhc'Jrmc^ Circle; or thcrMoott to'defcmd 
fome Night, and fweep the Snow off from tie Top 
of Mount Jtbos. So* inexorable is our Deftiny, & 
vnalcerable the Decrees of Fate. _ . . 

Be not troMbled therefore at any Thing ; bqt r^ 
member, that thou art a Part of the Univerfe, anft 
ihiat' nodiiag can betuie thee, which is not £)r the 
6ood of the Whdlew * ^ 

, What 1 hafve faid, is to arm thee againft all the' 
Contingencies which may aflaultthee unawares, ruib* 
tne upon thee on afadden from behind the Veil^ 
which covers all the Defigns of Providence and> 
Nature, Defttn^ and Chanpe< 

I myfelf have lately ejt(^rienced» that it is good to 
be thus prepar'd for futcu-e Events, having narrow 
ly efcap'd Death by a little timely Forecaft. 

It is not neceflary for thee at this Time to know 
all the Circumftanc^ of my Danger. Suffice it to 
&y> that I was aiTalfinated im the dark« kill'd hins 

that 
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that defigned to be my Mtutkr^, and am now for- 
ced to remove my Habitation. 

Eiiacbim thy Brother in J/raei will be at Vienna. 
within fbarteen Days. He will give thee a fartheir' 
Account oif all Thiiigs which it behoves thee to. 
know f with firefh In£ru€lions concerning my nen^y 
lodgings, and the Method we muft obferve for the 
future in conveying Letters. We cannot be toa 
cautious in the Qrand Signhrh Bufine(s. 

Asi for our own Lives, let us imamne they were 
onlv (ent to ferve him» on whofc Lives fo many 
Millions of Lives depend* 

Paris, 1 Zth •/ tht ^th Mow, 
of ike Yiat 1664. 
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LETTER IX. 

to Zeidi Alamanzi^ a Merchant at 

Venice* 

I A M obliged to fend Circular Letters at this Hme 
to allthe Slaves of the Grand Signior, who have 
Bufinefs with me at PaHs ; to intorm them, that 
upon a very important Emergency, I am fbrc*d tor 
change my Lo/^wgi, I have already fent away Di/^ 
fatcbes to Conftantinopli and Vienna on this Account, 
to prevent the Errors they might Commit in addreP 
fing their Letters. For the fame Reafon, I how 
write to thee ; thou need^ft not enquire after, the Oc- 
cafion of this Conduft ; nor wonder at any Thing that 
happens to us extraordinary in thefe hazardous Pojis. 
We muft exped to encounter with Rubs and Ob- 
ftades in fervingour Great Mafiir. If thefe Diffi- 
culties have but their proper Eftefi, which is to whet 
our Inventions, increafe our Diligence, and confirm 
w in our Zeal 1 all IhaUgo well. 

Th« 
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• The "Soul -of Man never difplays her Facahies 
mnd Pcrfe£tions with greater Luftre, than when 
flie is cnviron'd with Pcrib. Thefc are the Triali 
of Fortitude, Pradence, Juilice^ and all the Virtues. 
He that finks under Misforcunes, and crofs Ev^nts^ 
has either np Seal, or ^tis afleep. 
- Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy IJea^t 
beat A continual Alarm. Be not difmayM at any 
Thing, nor let Self- Love bereave thee of thy Ho- 
nour : But go on in thy Duty, and truft thy Soul to 
G$d. 

Thou liveft in a Citv where Virtue and Vice 
ftre in Emulation, ftill ftrivine to forpafs each 
tpther : There are not more wicked People in the 
World thfin Fmice affords, nor yet more pious and 

food. Follow thou the beft Patterns, and be 
appy. But do nothing by bare Imitation; for 
that's the right Way to become a Hypocrite. Let 
all thy Actions proceed from vital Principles of 
Reafon and GeneroHty in thy felf, and when thoft 
feed rare Examples, let *em ferve only to awakca 
imd rouzethy innate Virtue. 

Send me no Letters till thou haft received freih 
Orders from the Porte, They will fumifii thee 
with alt neceffiuy Inftrndions. After that* let me 
hear from thee as often as thou wilt. Thy Dif- 
patches will be always welcome. Let them con« 
tain Matter of Intelligence chiefly, and that of the 
frefheft Date. Penetrate into the Counfels of the 
Refubliek where tho^ refideft. Infinuate thyfelf 
with th^ Senators and Grandees, Dive into their 
Hearts, and unlock their Secrets. Communicate 
nothing but the Truth to the Miniflers of the 
Porte, or to me. If thott canft difcover their In« 
clinadons to a Peace, or - their abfolute Need of it, 
thou wilt do an acceptable Service to the Grand 
Seignior, and to the whole Entire of the FaithfiU: 
For then we bring them CO our own TerBis. 

Zeidi, 
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Zii£f to Gtil I recommend thee, defiring him 
to prefenre thee from Wine, Women, and Cardt^^ 
W^Mch are the three capital Temptations of Venict. 

Paris, ifiofthetth Mmh^ 
rftbetearit^^. 
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LETTER X- 

To Murat Baffa, 

V Cannot eaGIy divine the Reafons why I am (% 
1 much neglQ^ by the Minifters of the Perte. 
j^Qve four Years have pafled away« wherein many 
notable Events have happened i yet no Body thought 
i% worth his Labour i» inform Mabmut of any 
Thing. So that all the Notices I could gain of re- 
mote Tranfadions. ore owing either to the publick 
News of Europe, tor at beft to fome particular Let- 
ters of Merchants reading in this City« with whom 
1 conferee aa Intimacy » for the Sake of Intelli* 
geixoe^ and for other Caufes. 

. Thus . f Ihonld have been in Ignorance to this 

Day, what Ifliue the BaJT^ of Alefp^% Rebellion had, 

. were it not for an accidental Interview I lately had 

•of fome French Travellers, who came from Coxr- 

jlantinepU. Thefe inform*d me of the fadden Fate 

of ths^t Bitffa, when he was at the Height of all hts 

Grandeur, . within a few Days March of the Ijnpe< 

jcial City, atthe Head of a potent Army, andjuft 

^#.pon the Point of Accom nidation with the Grand 

.Siglijor. I'hey much extojl his Bravery and Refolu* 

.lion : For the Trench are iiaturally Lovers of fuck 

m dare bpldly ofHiofe their Sovereign. They equal* 

ly (OQudemn the fly PerfidiouOiefs of Mwta%a Baffm. 

to whof«i; fiifc Condudt the Gcuermi RsM trolled 

his 
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his Life, and by that Eafinefs iofl it. Yet they ap- 
plaad Morta%a\ Loyalty, Courage, and Wifdoro. 
with the eminent Services he afterwards did the 
Empire, in leading the Army againft Ragotjki, 
Prince of Tranfilvaxia^ which at lenjg;th lifted him to 
the Governitoent of Babylon, 

All thefe Things had been hid from me, were not 
the Nazarenes my Intelligencers. Nor (hould I 
have known how the Rebellion was carried on aftev 
his Death by his revcngefal Nephew, by the Son of 
Cbeufaien Baffa^ by a Bey oi Egypt , and other Male- 
contents. Yet fuch Parages are £t for a Man in "my 
Pofk to be acquainted with, that he may have a clear 
Idea of his Mailer's Circumflances, and fo apply 
Jhim(elf more effectually to ferve him. 

It had not been amifs^ if I had receivM timely In- 
telligence of the Death of Prince Ragotjki, in Regard 
there was always a private Correfpondence between 
him and this Court. Which ceafing by his Death, 
it had been worth mv Pains to obferve, whether it 
'would be continued by his Succeflbr, or what other 
^ Meafures they would take. 

*Tis true, I was acquainted with this, but not by 
'the Minillers of the Porte, I heard alfo of all the 
following Commotions in Tranfihania, occafion*d 
by the different Fa£iidns oi Michael Jpafi and Ke* 
fnini Janos^ the two rival Princes I was not for- 
' ry for this News, knowing that the Divifions of the 
\iJaKarenes fbengthen the Unity and Force of the 
' Muffulman Empire. I was likewife informM of 
* the Fate of Mortaza^ Baffa of Babylon, who fell a 
, Vi£Um to ^t. Grand Vixir^i Jealoufyf with many 
J other xafTages. But neither from the Porte, nor from 
any other Hands could I learn the leafl Intelligence 
■ of the Venetian War, and what Progrefs our Arms 
have made in Candia, Dalmatian and the other Do- 
minions of the Republick. Which makes me con* 
lllide, that dtbcr the Grand SJgmor^M Residence at 

jtdria- 
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AdtiamfU^ abated his Inclinatioos to martial Affairs^ 
which is alfo the common Opinion of the Chriftiant 
here in the Weft ^ or tnat the War in Hungary for a 
while fuperieded all other Dtiigns. 

However it be, *tis certain the Succei&s of the 
Ottoman Arms in taking Ne<whanv/elf Le^ventai^ No' 
'^^g^^^» and other Places of Strength, with, the terri- 
ble Incurdons of the Tartars through Mora-via and 
Aufiria^ put the whole German Empire into a great 
Coniler nation. Amb^a^ors dx^ icxit from the Impe^ 
rial Court to all the Qriftian Princes, imploring their 
A^iance in this general Danger of Europe, 

Here is one arrivM at this Courts whom they call 
Count Strozzi, a Perfon oi good Ad irefs, iand 
Mailer of much Eloquence. He has prevail'd on the 
French King to maintain; at his own Charge, Six 
Thottfand Horfe and Foot, to krve againU the vi^o- 
rious Ofmans. A great many Perfons oi ^alitj 
have lilted themfelvei^ as Vol un tiers ; and the meaner 
Sort talk of nothing bat marching to Conftantinople^ 
and driving the Turks back to Scytbia^ from whence 
they firft came. 

.Cooneous Baffa, . thou wilt laugh at the Vanity 
.of thefe Jnfidels ; who confider not that by the 
Grace of God, and Miracles of his Prophet, our Em* 
feror is the King of all the Kings on the Earth, 
the Mightieft of the Mighty Ones ; the Phoenix of 
Honour, Power, and unparellePd MajeHy; Bro* 
ther aiKi Companion of the Sun, Moon, and Stars ; 
a Prince of a myfterioos and fublime Lineage, in 
whom are center'd all Glery and Excellency ; the 
Shadow of God on Earth 1 

The Breath of Fame goes before the Van Courier 
of ^ his Armies, purifying dl Places, and filling 
them with Veneration and Terron The Dull ibix 
is raifed by his Heroick Cavalry, paffing thrpagK.- 
ihe Airj cauies Txembling and Afioniflunent in the 

Hearts 
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Hearts of the Chrifliems. The Infidels fall before the 
fatal Scymetars of True Belie'uers, 

May ^he Angel of the Houje of Iftnael continue to 
.profper 'the Mofy Off-fpring, to extend their Con- 
^uefts, and propagate the /W//i& unbleraifh'd J that 
the Names ot Alia and Mahomet may be heard in all 
Climates, and from the atmoft Borders of the Earth. 



Paris, 5/^ of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear .1664. 



LETTER XI. 

Sr<7 Ifouf, his Kin/ntMn^ n Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

I Have often wondcf d, why, among the reft of the 
Nations in Chriftendom, thou would'il not bellow 
the Icaft tranficnt vifit on Sjpain. But upon more 
mature Couiideration, I iind thou art a Man of Judg- 
ment in Travelling. That Country lies under a very 
ill Charaifter, for thePenury of all Things neceilkry 
to fuftain the Lives of the Natives s and by Conle- 
quence, 'tis not to be thought they can fpare muck 
for Strangers. A very inhofpitable Region, abound- 
ing in Beggars, Thieves, and Drones; Full of Wine 
and Gold^ yet barren in Corn and rich People. 
. Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou 
ihalt confider, that the Spaniards have all their Corn 
from France, Germany, or Sicily : And that for this 
and other Reafons, Spain is but like a Sieve, throu-h 
which the immenfe Treafures of Peru and Mexico are 
drained into other Countries. 

- You may travel fome Days together in Stain. 
without feeing any thing fave the dry Face of v^ 
Defart. And if you chance to meet with a Houfe 
wherein you may fhelter your felf and your Horfc' 

I " cxpecf 
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expert no better thaft a Ramexan Entertainment. 
For you muft fall all Day, and think your felf much 
refpeCted if you can get a few Oni ns, or other 
Roots and Herbs, with a Morfel of Bread and Flcfli 
at Night, td keep you from being feniible that you 
are actually ilarving. 

Then the Inhabitants are the proudeft People on 
Earth. You ftiall meet with none but Kings, Prin- 
ces, Viceroys, or at leaft Men that conceit them- 
fclves fuch. There are alfo mercilefs in their Re- 
venge; cruel, obdurate, covetous, morofe and in- 
exorable. In a word, Spain is the Jefuits Paradife, 
the 7^*74'j Purgatory, and the Hell of Women, 

I therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Pru- 
dence rather, whi^h would not fufier thee to fall into 
the Hands of thofe Barbarians ; nor think it worth 
thy Pains to breathe an Air infefted with fo many 
Vices. Thou haft paffed thro' many more inviting 
Provinces, and art at laft happily fcated to thy Mind. 
Improve thy Opportunities in dping Good. 

I fent a Letter to our Coufm Solymany advi£ng 
him to give thee a Vifit. If he comes, receive him 
kindly, and perform the Part of aKinfman; put 
all Expences to my Account, and remember that no 
Man is born for himfelf. 

Paris, 6th of the ']th Moony 
of ibe Tear \66/^. 



LETTER XII. 

To Afis, Baffa. 

ALL Europe is alarm'd with the mighty Prepa- 
rations which our invincible Sovereign is mar* 
ki/iK to invade the German Empire. Great is their 
* Con&cr- 
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Confternation and Fear, and Couriers are every 
where running op and down from one Kingdom and 
Court to another, to demondrate the common Dan- 
ger and beg Affiftance, Every Body appears zealous 
in a Caufe which concerns all Chriftendom ; and the 
French King has lent the Bmperor 8000 Men. - 

The Duke o^Beaifort is alfo gone with a Squadron 
of Ships to encounter the Cor/airs, of J/giers, and 
other Dominions of Barbary. 

The Pope ha^ fent to the Emferor\ Affiftance Six 
thoufand Foot and Two thoufand Horfe. And the 
i-eft of the Emferor\ Allies are raifing Levies for 
htm as faft as they can : It being current N«ws, 
that the Grand Sigpior in Perfon is at the Head of 
Two hundred thoufand Men, entering into Hungary 
as a Conqueror: That he has taken above Forty 
Towns, ruined all the Country where he paffei 
through^ and that in a little Time he will be at the ' 
Walls of Vienna » 

In the mean time, this Court appears infenfible 
of the general Danger which threatens Chrifiendom^ 
They arc altogether taken up in Ballads^ Bl^'s^ and 
Feajling , minding their own Intereft more than that 
of their Neighbours, and reveling as if the King of 
f ranee yj2iijhle Monarch of the IVorld. ' 

Here is arrived a Legate from Home to compofe 
the DiiFerences between the Pope and this Crown. 
His Name is Cardinal Chiji. He is received with un- 
parallerd Magnificence, as if he were an Ange! 
from Heaven i for the French King loves to (hew 
his Grandeur on fuch Occafions. Beiides, all the 
Nations which are in the Communion of the Latin 
Churchy have an unrefervM Veneration for the Ro- 
wan Mufti J whom they efteem the Su^ceJ/br of Peter 
the Prince of the Apoftles, 

This young Monarch has a large Sou!. The whofe 
World feems too little to fatisfy his Ambition. He 
Jays the Foundation of Defigns, greater thaa thole 

I 2 of ^ 
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tii Alexander the Conqueror o^ JJia. He heaps up 
Money at a prodigious Rate, raifes vaft Armies^ 
builds magnificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Penfan fup- 
ports many Princes of Germany ; and in a word, 
commands more of them, than does the Emperor . 
liimfelfy who is their lawful Sovereign. 

Yet after all, I cannot perceive that he lofes any 
Degree of that Refpedt which he owe^i, and which 
Y^Fredeceffors have always paid to the Grand Sigmor^ 
ivho is the undeniable Arbiter of the <wJbo/e World, 

God grant our Sovereign long Life, perpetual Vic* 
tones, and a good Stomach to his Meat, which the 
•Xing of France wants to the Accomplifhment of his 
Happinefs ; for at prefent he feeds like a Sparrow. 

^ Paris, i()th of the ^th Moon, ^ 

of the Year x 664- 



Ma» 



LETTER XIII. 

31? Hamet, ReisEfFendi, "Principal Secre-^ 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 

THOU wilt perceive the vaft Refpeft I hav« 
for diee by my frequent Difpatdies. Thy 
Commands are to me as the Laws and San£bions of 
the Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. I 
am no Flatterer ; witnefs my Letters to fome of the 
Grandees y wherein I h*ave not fpar'd to reprove their 
Vices, Errors, and Male-Adminiftration. If a, BaJ/i 
lias been vnjuft, feditipus, or engaged in rebellious 
Prafticcs 5 if he has prov'd an Extortioner, a Drun- 
Icard, or a Tyrant, he has not efcap^d without a 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in corredling, 
advifmg, and giving Counfel to the greateft Mini- 
fies in the Empire. And this was a Province ap- 
pointed Wfi by the FUwer of fublim Glory, the Pbee- 

nix 
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nix of Honour, file Favourite and Truftee of the 
Grand Signior, the Fizir A%em^ in whofc Cuftody 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets ^ Majejlick Decrees 
and Royal EdiSis ; who being the Primum MobiU 
of the refulgent Mujfulman State, gave Life» A^ivi- 
ty^ and Order, to all the Inferior Orbs, Springs, 
and Inftruments of Government. 

I rcceivM this Command many Years ago, and 
he that gave it me is gone to the World of Spirits, 
Yet the Injun^ion remains in Force, being ftamp*d 
with the myflerious Signet, the CbaraSer of yfc- 
fremi and immutable Jutbority, In Obedience to 
which I have never warp'd orillnchM from the Dat/ 
enjoined me. And to demonflrate that I did not do 
this in a vain Oftentation of thy Power which was 
given me, I have not faird all along to pay to a Man 
of Merit the Attach and Veneration that was his Due. 

*Tis with inexpreffible Pleafure I throw my felf 
Sit the Feet of a wife and virtuous Ms^n ; with ex- 
treme Complacency T kifs the Dufl whereon he 
treads, and unfold all my Faculties in exprefling; 
my Efleem. I am full oiPlatonick Love, and build 
Altars in my Breaft, to a Soul deferring the inno* 
cent Sacrifices of amorous Pailions, the Incenfe of 
Gratitude and a pure Af&£tion, an Holocaufi of In- 
tegrity and loyal Friendfiiip. 

I proteft, by the Hopes I have of fitting on the 
Banks pf the Rivers in Eden, and of being regard 
in thedcledlable Cbiofis of Paradi/e, that I honour 
thy Learning and other fage Perfedlions ; that un- 
bleroifh'd Life, thofe excellent Morals and the un^ 
parallerd Sweetnefs of Modefly, which crowns all 
thy Anions. But I will fay no more to a Man who 
cannot hear his own Praifes. The bcft Method of 
ex^refling my Regard, will be to anfwer thy Expec- 
tations, inlprefenting thee with the true Portraiture 
of thefe Weftern Nations and People, which thou 
fo paiTionately coveteil. 

Is I 
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I muil defire thee to excufe the Confufion and 
%vanL of Order in my Letters; llnce I lend thee 
. a Medly of Remarks^ as they come to my Know- 
ledge and Memory. 

It is not long ago fincc I wrote to Ifouf Ei*n 
Achmedy a Kiniman of mine, a Merchant at Aftret^ 
€€in i and among other Things, I took Notice of his 
not going to fee Spain in his Travels ; for he has 
been in moft of the Kingdoms of Eurofey and over 
all Afia and A/rick, In tlvat Letter I defcribe Spain 
in its woril Colours. Now I would fhew it to thee in 
anotlier Figure, without fwerving from the Truth : 
For t\QTy Country has its Perft£tions and Excellen- 
cies« as well as its Defefls and Blemiihes. 

U Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature has 
made amends for that Fault in the Purity of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: The Sands of her 
Rivers are of the moll perfcft Gold. Her Villages 
tho* few, are greater and more poptilou^ than fome 
Cities ; witnefs Madrid, Her Mountains are of /- 
row, Marble, and Jafper, Her Vailies Underlaid 
with Leady Brafs^ Sind Si/ver, Spain of old wzs tht 
^harjis of Solomon^ the Ophir of the Pbofnicians, 
and the Peru of Rome. 

In thofe Days the Inhabitants of Sfain were fa- 
mous for their Fortitude, and invincible Conilan- 
cy. Tis recorded, that the Inhabitants of Sagunt9 
in the Province of Valencia^ when they were bc- 
fieged by Hannibal y^ and fo opprefled by the Cariha" 
g4nianu chole to burn themfelves, with their Wives, 
Children, and all their Wealth, rather than yield 
to the Enemies. 

I heir Fidelity alfo was fo remarkable, that fome 
of the Reman Emperor* had always a Guard oi Spa- 
niardi near their Perfons ; as the French King, the 
Popey and other^Princes do nov/ conf.de in the trufty 
Sfwij/c's, 

But 
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. But tho* there remain ilill fome fcatter*d Rem- 
nants of the ancient Virtue among them, efpecially 
in Bifcay and Caftile^ " yet the greateft Part of the 
Spaniards are degenerated. They make no Figure 
now in the World, but only for \heir Gold, and the 
Vaflneis of their Dominions ; for they poUefs the^ 
\>^^ half of America^ arc Lords of two mighty Em- 
pires, and not without large Terfitories, in the other 
rhree Quarters of the World. Yet the- too great 
Extent of their Power has wcakcn'd its Vigour ; the 
Affluence of theii' Wealth has really impoverilli'd 
them, and by (training tlieir Honour too high they 
have crackM it, being now of little or no Efleem 
in Europe. Their Glory fades at the rifing Grandeur 
of Franeif which makes radiant and fwitt Advances 
towards ks Zenith, This young Monarch is already 
become the Arbiter of all ChrijUndomi 

Accomplifh'd Mintfter^ there is nothing in Na- 
- tare (ted fail ; the World is but an eternal Circula- 
tion of Bvents, Viciffitades^ and Changes^ without 
Beginning or End. Only God remains immutable 
in his olvn Eflence^ which is the Center of every 
Thine. May thou and I meet there, >^ and then we 
(hall be eternally hajp^y. Adka. 

. Paris, itthof the f)tb Moon, 
of the Tear ib6^. 



LETTER XIV. 

f^ Mufu AbuM Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
fcflbr of Philofophy at Fez. 

BY the Faith and Obedience I owe to Mohammed 
our Holy Z/rtxt^/'t;tfr; by the Alcoran, and all 
tJtat is eiieemM facred among the Mujfulmansy I 

1 4 ^vear. 
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fwear, thy long Silence made me conclude my firft 
Letter was unwelcome to thee. But now Tm con*- 
vinced to the contrary. Thy generous Anfwer has 
removed my Apprehenfions, and filled me with. 
Complacency^ Henceforth I (hall reft ailur'd a^- 
confident of thy Friendfhip, promiiing my .((If vail 
Improvements from fo learned a Converfation^ tho*: 
only by L^ers at many hundred Leagues Difiance. 

As to what thou requireft of me concerning the 
various Languages of Murofe, I will inform thee: 
the beft I can> according to the Obfervations I 
liave made, and the Intelligence I have received 
^om Men of Letters^ and fromr Books^ which aie 
the Figures of leariied Souls, Mirrors wherein, 
they may behold their own Ferfe£Uon8». whilft they 
are on Earth, and after their Departure to the In<vi^ 
f,blesy other Men may fee the interior Beauties of ^ 
their Mind reprefented to the Life. For Words are 
the perfefl Sculpture of the lntelle6i^ or at leail its- 
'Mez,%otinto. They are the exprefs Portraiture of 
Divine and Human Reafon. Thus the Alcoran is 
caird by feme of dur holy Do^xs, The true Image 
of Original Jbtcreafed Wifdom, 

Now of all the Words and Languages on Earth ,« 
thou know*(l the Pre-eminence has been for ever 
given to thofe of the-EaJi ; and among them to the 
'Jrahiatty both in regard of its Purity and of its An- 
tiquity, from whence it is ftyl'd the Virgin Mother of 
Languages, the Dialect of the BlefTed above. ^ 

Thou know*ft that for this Reafon it is, the True 
Faithful covet no Species of Learning more ardently 
than to be perfeflly fkiird in fa divine a Speech^ 
wherein the Volume of Celeftial Majefy was penn'd 
in Heaven before^ the Throne of God, and fent 
down on Earth by the Hand o^Gabnel, Prince of 
the Mfffengers who fly on the Errands of the Omni- 
fount. It was fent, 1 fey, to the Prophet, wha 
could neither write 6r read^ ihat the World 

niight 
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might %e convinced of its divine OriginaL Yet the 
incredulous will not believe : Tho* it \» manifeft 
to any Man of impartial Senfe, That a Perfon al** 
together ignorant of Letters, could not poflibl/ 
compoie a Book, the moft elegant that ever was 
penn'd in the World, and wherein not the leaft 
fiemifh or Contradiction can be found from the 
Chapter of the Preface to the laft VerRcUy which 
winds up the whole Volume, Oh f obdurate Hearts 
of Infidels J Oh ! Wilfully blind, that fhut their 
Eyes againft the Splendors oi Eternal Light ; Oh I 
refolvedly deaf, that ftop their Ears againil the 
Voice of God and his Prophet^ neither will they lif- 
ten to the foft Whifpers which are wafted from Pa- 
radife. 

Such as the Nazarenes^ who for the* Sake of the 
Greek and Roman Tongues, of which they are paf- 
fionately enamourM, educate their Children in a 
faif Way to believe all the monftrous Fidlions of 
the ancient Poets, or at leaft all the lying Tales 
and Legends of their own Pricfls, which are ten 
Times more fabulous than the former, and more 
inconfiflent with Reafon. And this they do rather 
than to be at the Pains of Learning Arabick, which 
would inilruft them in' Truths as clear and ferene 
as the Orient Sun. * 

I fhall fay little of thofe two ancient Languages 
of Greece 'ZXi6. Romiy in regard they being now 
grown obfolete, are only te be learn'd in Schools i 
Thou, no doubt, art vcrS'd in them ad Unguem^ as 
the Latins phrafe it. 

That which feems propereft for me to inform 
thee of is. That the Roman or Latin Tongue ap- 

Sars like an old antiquated Mother thruftoutof 
oors by her four ungrateful Daughters, Italian^ 
French, Spanifi^ and Portugueze. Thefe are her 
natural Off-fpring, begot daring the Roman Conquefts 
in the ^Tefi, and degenerating after that Empire was 

I 5 in 
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in its Decline. So that now they are taken for no 
better thjin Motigreis and Bajiards. In Spanijh there 
is a great Mixture of Gothijh and Morefco Words j 
the French retain many of their old Gaulifi Idioms. 
The Italian is corrupted with a Hotch potch of 
W ords, left by the Vandals^ Huns^ and Longobards. 
Yet, that Fault is recoinpei\ced by Abundance of 
Greek Etymologies. As for the Portuguexe^ 'tis but 
a Dialc£t of Spanifi, and lies under the fame Imper- 
fections. 

The only pure Maternal Languages now current 
among the common People in any Part of Europe^ 
are the Teufonici, ^clavpnici, and Britijh : The firft 
is fpoken in Germany to Perfeftion, out corruptly 
in S^edeJandt Denmark, and the United Provinces. 
The Second is common to the Hungarians^ Molda- 
vians^ Po/eSf Ra/cianSf and many other Nations, 
The laft is confin'd to the We/J^, a People inhabit- 
ing a Corner of Great Britain, driven thither by 
the viftorious Saxons their Conquerors, above a 
Thoufand Years ago. As for the reft, they arc on- 
ly mix'd Dialedls, and fo not worth taking notice 
of ; excepting one mountainous Part of Spain, where 
the Inhabitants are {aid to fpeak pure Arabick at 
thfs Day. They are fuppofed to be a Remnant of 
the Moors. 

The Criticks here in the Weft, ufe to give tliefe 
following Rules in Reference to Languages. If you 
would addrefs to God, fpeak in Greek or Latin, ba^ 
caufe of their Antiquity, Purity, and majellick Lof- 
tinefs: If io Kings, f^gtik-'m Spanijh, in regard of 
its flow Pronounciation and Gravity : If to Men, ufe 
Italian ; to Women^ French ; to Dogs, iVelJb ; But 
if you would affright an Enemy, or the D^Whim- 
felf, fpeak High Dutch, 

They relate a Story of a German Ambaflador at 

the French Coart, who delivered his MefTage in Teu- 

.tsntcki which when a certain Grandee heard, and 

took 
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-took. notice of its harlh and ftrong Emphafis, he 
fworc 'twas his Opinion, That this was the Lan- 
guage wherein God curs'd Addtn^ Eve, and the 
Serpent. The German turning to him, ani'wtred 
bfifkly, ^Tis .poffible^ Monfieur, // may he Jo ; hut 
fhen, I hope you II grants that^rcx^cM'vjas the Occa- 
fion of this Curje, ivhen the Devil chofe to tempt Eve 
in that Lat^uage for its Effeminacy j nfoheedli.ig her^ 
a la mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit, 

Renowjft'd Mu/u, do me the Honour of frequent 
Letters : Inftrudt me in Things whereof T'm igno- 
rant : Make me familiar with the Remarkablcs of- 
the Country where thou refideft : Tranfport Fez, 
with the other Parts of JfricA which arc known to 
thee ; tranfport them, I fay, fucceflively to Parir 
every Moon, on a Piece of Paper, and I will fend 
thee all Chriftendom by way of Exchange : For thus 
it becomes the Lovers of Wifdom, to barter for 
Knowledge. 

Paris, \oth of the i \th Moon^ 
of the Tear 1 664. 



LETTER XV. 

To Ofman Adrooneth, Aftrologer to the 
Sultan at Adrianople. 

TH O S E of thy Vrofefpon here in the Weft, am 
wholly taken up in contemplating a certain 
Comet which appears in the firmament. ' Tis of that 
Sort which they call bearded, • And ibme will 
have it to refemble a Lion, others fay, 'tis like a 
Pragon, a Crtcodile, a Bear, and I know not what. 
There is hardly a Speeies of four-footed Bealts. 
10 which the giddy Rabble do not refemble it. 

I 6 And 
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And fome afTert it to be the perfeA Figase of a 

Stuord. 

The Mathematieidms are (braining all their Skilly 
to take the trae Dimenfions of this Celeftial Appa^ 
rition. The Painters are drawing it to the Lifej 
the Poets are making Songs and Ballads of it. And 
the more learned Sages are framing Afironomicat 
Schemes^ like fo many Gins or Traps to catch this 
Meteor in. They watch all its Motions^ and dog it 
from one Heavenly Houfe to another \ they track it 
through the ipofl intricate Paths of the Sky. , 

If it ilands flill^ or makes a tranfient Addrefs to 
any Planet y eminent Star^ or Con fill atim^ we arc 
prefently alarmM with the News of it, and bid to 
.be upon our Guard, as if there were fome Mifchief 
a plotting againft us Above. The World is ha- 
rangued with fatal Predidions of Wars, Famine» 
Earthquakes, and other Calamites, the fure Confe* 
quences of this fuppos'd Prodigy. 

Tell me, thou who art converfant in the Science 
of the Stars y and the myfterious Phikfipby^ <rf 
Nature^ what thefe Comets are ? Whether they be 
only Exhalations drawn up into the higher Region 
of the Jir, by the Force of the Sun ; Or, whethdr 
they be more folid and durable Subftances ? Whe« 
ther they be of a poilhumous Origin like the 
Clouds,. Hail, Rain, Snow, and other Meteors^ the 
daily Pfoduas of Nature, the Upftart Off-fpf ing of 
the Elements ? Or, whether they are in the Rank of 
thofe Beines, whofe Antiquity is untraceable, which 
are as old as the World; luch as the Sun Moon, 
Starsy and this Earth whereon we tread I 

For my Part^ I believe 'tis no Herefy in Science, 
whatever *tis in Religion^ to ftart new Maxims. For 
we ought to know, both in the one and the other ;. 
what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thqfe 
Fmciples, which thro* Defueiude^ os the Corrup- 
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tion of Times are grown obfolete, out of Date and 
forgotten, tho' really the mod primitive and ancient 
Truths in the World. 

Thus 1 cannot forbear thinking there are fome 
other Globtf fcatter'd up and down the infinite Ex' 
fanfiy be fide thofe whofe continual Brightness ex* 
poies them to our Eyes. 

The Moon^ 'tis known, with Venus and othtr 
Planets, receive their Light gradually from the ^un^ 
by Hemi/pheres : So that *tis certain each of thefe 
orbicular Bodies is always dark by half And where 
is the Solacifm^ if we fuppofe^ there are other opaque 
Bodies in the Firmament which receive no Light at 
all, and by their Nature and Qualities, areinca^ 
pable of receiving; any but from within themfelves ? 
So we may fuppofe thefe Comets to be fuch folid 
Globes^ made refplendent by an Eruption of their 
central Fires. 

God only knows the Truth in fuch Cafes. And 
thou art better able to decide thefe Queilions than \. 
Therefore referring it to thy face Judgment, I pray 
him who made (he ^/ar/, and orders their Domi- 
nion on Earth, ' to blefs thee with favourable hjlu* 
tncesy That thy ^oni may be always like a Land iioU'- 
fiihing under the fweet AJfeSis of Orion and the 
Pleiades* 

Paris, 2zd of the i zth Moo»^ 
•J the Year 1664. 
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LETTER XVI. 

yi Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Secre^ 
tary to the Ottoman Empire. 

TH E French have had fo many Occafions oi 
Joy oHate, that it is hard to determine, which 
afFeds them moft nearly. 

The Satisfadlion which the Pope gave this Mo- 
fiarchy for the Injuries formerly doiieto his Ambaila- 
dor at Rome^ began the Triumph itixht French Court. 
I have already fent Intelligence of that Quarrel, and 
how high the Refentments of the King flew, on 
the fame Day that he receivM the firft News of fo 
barbarous an Affront. Now I fhall acquaint thee. 
That there enfued a Treaty between them at Pifa^ a 
City of Italy in the Dukedom of Tufcarr^^ after the 
French Troops had terrified them into a State- Pe* 
mtence, by the menacing Approaches they made 
toward the Ecclejiafiical Territories y through the 
Principalities of Modena and Parma. Thefe two 
are Friends to France, and their Intereil makes them 
fo, in regard that Crown ptotcdh them from the 
Popeh Opprefiion, who is always efteemM an ill 
Neighbour, by the Italian Princes, whofe Domi- 
nions lie next to his. For this Roman Prelate is very 
potent and rich ; he would in a fhort Time be Lord 
of all Europe in Temporals as well as Spirituals^ were 
he not curbM by the King of France and his Allies. 

This makes all the little Sovereigns round about 
Rome^ iland in awe of the Monarch who was born 
to command Cronjtmed Heads, Wonder not at the 
Exprtflion : For I tell thee, fome of the greateft 
Princes in Europe are his Peniioners. This very 
Quarrel with the Pope^ has gained the French Kiag 

Thre* 
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Three CarJmals more than were his FricD'is for- 
merly. 

The Conclufion of the Treaty was. That the Pope 
fhduld fend a Legate de Latere into France^ to paci- 
fy the King's Wrath \ and that the Militia or Ro^ 
man Guards f whom they call Shirri and Cor/eSf ihould 
be for ever aboliih'd, and a Pyramid be ercdled over 
^gainil their Guard-houfe, with an Infcriptioa in 
Latin and Frencby declaring their Crime and Pa- 
nifhment^ 

This put the Court of France into a very jolly 
Humour. They fell prefently to Feafting and Re- 
veling ; and the King^s next Projedl was the Con- 
quell ofBarbary, To this End he fent the Dulqe of 
Beaufort with a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the 
Seas of African Corfoirs, that fo an Army might be 
iafely tranfported from Toulon^ and landed on the 
oppoiite Shore. His Defign in this was to reduce 
the Inhabitants of thofe happy Countries to the old 
Idolatry of their Forefathers, to plant there the Na • 
xanne Superjiition, and make hlmfelf the fole Lord 
and Proprietor of Africk, 

I cannot divine what Succefs he will have in this 
great Enterprize ; but it appears as if God were angry 
with the Mufjulmans ; fuch continual Loffes they 
fuilain by Land and Sea. 

It is with no fmall Grief I faw not long ago, the 
French who ferv*d in Hungary this Campaign, re- 
turn to Paris laden with the Spoils of True Belies 
'vers, I can.iot behold the very Cymetars and En- 
figns which thefe Infidels took from the vanquifh*d 
Of mans hang up in their Temples as Trophies of their 
Victory, without inexprcflible Paflion and Regret. 
*Tis ' faid here, the Grand Signior has loft in Hun- 
gary above '1 hirty thoufand Men this Campaign ; 
whereof Ten ihouiand were kill'd in one Battle, and 
a Hundred and fifty Colours taken, with fixteen 
Cannons. 

Befides, 



184 Letters /?^r/ViJy Vol. VI, 

Befiden, the(e Giafin grate my Ears wjth another 
Bra^vadoy boafling that one French Ship of War 
ibugtit kvcH' Hours with Three and thirty of the 
Grand Signiar's Gallics, funk five, fcatter'd the reft, 
and came oflF with a compleat V idory. 

*Tis a vaft Advantage the French have in the Situ- 
ation of their Country, in that it is wafhM on the 
South by the Mediterranean^ on the North by the 
Main Sea ; So that 'tis eafy for them to curb the 
greatefk Part of Europe on one Sidfe, and fufficiently 
moleft the Levantines on the other. As for the PTe/- 
tern Parts, this Kingdom iy their very Center: 
Where all the Lines of War,. Peace, Commerce, and 
Traffick meet and terminate. She is to ChrifiendonL, 
what Egypt and Sicily were in former Ages to the 
Empire of Old Rome, an inexhaudible Granary « 
Whatfoever defirable Things Nature has frugally 
dropM here and there in other Regions, are fouiid 
in this Kingdom as in their Original Seminary . Corn 
is plentiful^as Grafs^ Wine is almoft as cheap here, as 
Water is with you in fome Parts of Turkey. The Fens 
and Lakes are cover'd with twild Fowl, The Mea- 
dows with Sheep y Dear, Goats, and Oxen. There's no- 
thing fcarce but Htns, Eggs, and True Bglievers. I 
had almofi; forgot their remsyrkable Plenty of Salty 
the bare Cuftom of which, augments the King's Co^ 
fers with Four millions of Zequins every Year. 

France alfo abounds in Hemp, ^'z. moil neceflary 
Vegetable, whereof (he not only makes all her own 
Cordage and Sails, but alfo fumi(hes her Neigh- 
bours, which brings in a coniiderable Revenue. 
There is an iafinite Plenty of Fruits, and Trees for 
Timber, of Iron, Marble^ Free-ftone, and all Things 
neceffary for building Ships, or Houfes, for Defence or 
CiSence by Land or Sea. Neither are there wanting 
Mines of Gold, Silver,. Tin, Lead, Copper, suad other 
Metals whereof Men make the Inftruments of War, 
and ^6 Entertainment of Peace. Jnaword, thia 

Country 
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Country is fb enriched with every Thing, that fome 
Hiftorians ^d Philofophers have called it the Parent 
of Plenty, others the Fountain of earthly filifs, the 
moil incomparable Region of this Globe, the Epi-' 
tome of the Worlds or rather a litde World itfelf . 

Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the uni-> 
verfal SucceiTes of the French Arms, when thou con-> 
iidereft thefe Things, and heareft the Provinces are 
peopled like Kingooms, the Cities appear like whole 
Provinces, fm Multitude of Inhabitans. To fay all 
in a word, the common Chara£ber tsli f ranee ^ is the 
fame which Philofophers give to Nature^ That there 
can be no Vacuum found in it. 

Paris, %ith of the 12 tb Mota^ 
of the Tear ite^. 

i 

LETTER XVII. 

To Abdel Mdec Muli Omar, Prefident, 
of the College offences at Fez. 

PErmit me to rn{h into th^r Prefence, venerable 
Patron of Philofophy, without the ufual For-, 
maliiies of Addrefs, or FunSili^s of IntroduSion. 
Let me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire, 
on his Head, as the Cuftom is at the Imperial Fort^^ 
in urgent Cafes : For I am neu^ly inilamM afreih 
with Fyihagorifm^ Flatonifm^ and Iniianifm. 

Floods, Fir^j, and other Devaftations by War, 
Famine, Peflilence, Earthquakes, and (uch like 
Contingencies, have either quite abolilhM the True 
and Primati've Science of the firfl Ages, in mod Parts 
of the Earth ; or at leaft very much diminfh^d and 
ob(cur*d their Ori^/W/ Splendor. ^ 

I'he beil Manufcripts are loft, unlefs the Indians. 
bave preferv*d *em. Our Fathers grew torpid, ftor- 

pified> 
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pified and defperate, under the publick Calamitjes 
which overwhelmed whole Cities, Provinces, King-, 
doms and Empires : There was no Encouragement 
for a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to put himfelf to 
a needlefs Toil in labouring to preferve the Records 
whichxame from Heaven : Hiflories of the World 
inviiible» celellial, perfect, and eternal \ Traditions 
of undifcoverable Antifuitf \ Panders repleniih^d 
with bright Oriental Wifdom, and feal'd with ti^e 
^etragrammaton, which thou know^ft is the Signet of 
tht Firfiand the Laft ? Even of tht Di*vinity which 
comprehends all Things; and is itfelf comprehended 
of none. 

Had they gone about fuch a Talk, they knew that 
Ibme ill Fate or other' would fwallow their Writings, 
and bu|7 them in eternal Oblivion. Hence it is, 
that at this Day we can iiardiy boaft ofthe Footfteps 
of antient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Relicks 
of Primiti<ve Learning (catCerM up and d<Jwn in di- 
vers AuttorSf and much adulterated with the vain 
Opinhm and Ett^rs af After- times. For tvtry Wri- 
ter waft either incUn*d or fdr^d, to flatter the Age 
wherein iie liv*d, and not oppofe their Tenets. Sa 
that now thete is fcar^e ft Ay trae Pbilo/t^cxtsoit on 
this Side the Ganges, 

How thofe Brachmans only had the HappJneft to 
conferve fo facred a Treafure, can be no other way 
made oat, than by their own conflant Tradition, 
that the Deluge of N»ah never reachM thofe utmoil 
Borders of the Land toward the Eaft, And perhaps 
the fame Reafon may be given for |J^e untraceable 
Chronologies of the Chine/ey their Neighbours. For 
tho' they difier in the Sentiments and Rites of their 
Religion, in their Laws, Cufloms, and Manner of 
Government j yet they both agree in affirming the 
World to be indeterminately Old, puting a cer- 
tain Number of Millions of Years, for an uncer- 
tain> far beyond it i which is but a modeft Re"^ 

trenchment 
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trenchment of their own Thoughts, as if they were 
unwilling it fiiQuld be falifely cenfor'dthat they aim*d 
at an Hyperbole. 

They fay, That xYitfirft Mattir is co-etental Vflth 
God, as light is coe<ual with the Sun^ prodacvd 
alfo and depending after the fame Manner. For as 
the Light difFufed through the Air, is not jproperly 
the Sutt^ but an infeparable EfFeAofit ;. fo the U- 
ni'verjh is nocGop, but hb Prpdu£tioni CYeribMft* 
ing on him, and ncvet to be divided irom his ^Ste'r* 
kiu Ejpmee, And for aught I {iec, the inoil figni£cant 
Language in the World, has no other Way to ex- 
prefs Things of this abftrufe Nature. They .are too 
jfublime for human Thought; inuch more do (hey 
tranfcend the Power of Speech. All thfc DtaleQioti 
^ariH are too barren df Words, and Words too deftb- 
tive in Senfe, to defcribe the ine&ble Secrets of £^ 
ternity. 

As for the various Ranks of BdnBi; the infinite 
Di verfity of Forms, refulting fiDjn uktjirft M^itHr^ 
they think ft reafoifable to btelteve, that they wefc 
fucceflively produced ia- titinft f every one in its Or- 
der, and according to its PerfeAion. 

I tell tk^e, it appeah i^tteh more rational to fire 
to believe this, than that thtfirft Matter itfelf ^ta 
produced 5ut of nothing above Five ot Six thoufand 
Years ago, as the Jenvs and C hrifi tans fcem to teach » 
Rather than flarve my Reafon with fo fhort an lilea 
of the World's Age, I would embrace the Senti- 
ments of Demdcritus and Epicurus^ f uppofe an /v^- 
nity of Spaces and Worlds^ an Eternity of Generations 
and Corruptions y a continual Change not only of Indi' 
widuals, but of the very Species of Things, thro* 
the fatal Concourfe and Elending of Atoms :. Yet not 
denying the Unity of the D inline Effeuce, not under- 
valuing his Fromdence all the "while. Por thefe 
Things are, in my Opinion, very compatible one 
with another. 

I 
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I do not pretend to be lingular, or fet up for a 
Dpgmatift. Neither am I ampitious of being e^eem'd 
a Wit, by venting Notions above the Reach of vul- 
gar Capacities. 'Tis only the pure Love of Truth, 
ivhich encourages me to take this Liberty with thee, 
who in Matters of Pbihfifhy art the only Mafter of 
the Age. 

To thee, theiefore, I fubmitall my Sentiments, as 
Co an Orade ; defiring thy impartial Anfwer, and 
couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the mofl hum- 
ble Attach to thy venerable Wifdom, I become mute 
a» a Mummy. 

Paris, y^tbrfthe xxth Moon, 
€fibeJiari66^. 



LETTER XVIIL 

To Mirmadolini Santone of the Vale 0/ 

Sidon. 

WHAT 18 this World, that on all Sides in- 
vades our Senfes ? This Earth under our 
Feet ; thofe Clouds whirling over our Heads f thefc 
■Winds ihaking the Trees ; that azure Sky, with all 
its glittering Ornaments ? What^s all this but an 
eternal Dream ; a meer Shadow of God Almighty's 
Thoi^hts ? *Tis pleafant living in it ; *tis alfo pain- 
ful , In his Sehie- this Univerfe is perfeAly good % 
in our's *tis mix'd with Evil. He made it Tor his 
own Diveilton, and our Scrutiny. *Tis to us a 
Field of Riddles and Contradidions. In Summer 
we curie the Heat, and in fFinter blafpheme the 
Cold. Yet we blefs both the one and the other, when 
we feel *em in due Meafure and Seafon. One Hour, 
this Colour pleafes the Eye> another that ; and 
> perhaps 
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perhaps in the next, ^•tis difgufted at them both. 
We never fitid r«ft or Content in any Things The 
fofteft Mafick at fomedmes grates our Ears, like the 
croaking of Toads. The moH agreeable Odours^ 
are as the Smell of a Sepulchre, loathfome and abo- 
minable. The moft deiedable Wines and favour/ 
Meats, at fuch ^eafons, are unpalatable as the Be- 
verage and Diet of Hell. Neither can the more in- 
iinuating Charms of Women, put us in a better 
Humour. All the whole Syfiem of Nature join*d 
together, is not fufHcient to a£brd us eafe. Nothing 
but a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our 
Melancholy, or give us a Talte of ourfelves. For 
we are the very Deity in fcatterM Fragments ; or 
we are feparated Drops of the DMne Ejenct ; Vih 
latile Spirits of Eternity ; ' by Fate or C^ancf, fix'd 
in proper Vehicles of time and Matter. O Santene I 
this f^ole CorporealUni'verfe is but a Web fpun froiQ» 
the Bowels of an Infinite God, and wroueht with 
lA^mitable Artifice, to catch Immaterial Forms^ /• 
€[e^s and Souh in, which are the genuine OfF-fpring 
of the Eternal Mind, We Mortals of human Race, 
are butfo.n^any Parcels of the i>i«iW(y in Diieuife, 
trepanM into Bodies, b^ certain hidden Baitty Mag* 
netsj. and Charms lurking in Emhtyo\s, with which 
we nave fome Sympathy. We are all Gods in Mafqu^ 
fade. So are the Bea&s of the Fields, the Birds of 
the Air, and the Fifli of the Sea. . 

Let us not therefore condenin the antique Cere* 
monies of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to 
.adore the Sun^ Mooit, and Stars, the Elements, and 
all that is within their Circumference, efpecially the 
Souls of departed Heroes, Demi- Gods^ Nymphs, and 
the reft of thpfe Beings, which are the eldejt Progeny 
of eternal Nature. ^For in fo doing they did bat 
build Altars to the original Fountain of the Uni- 
verfe. Since God is in the Winds, in the Rain, in 
(the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and other i(fr//<>r> ; 

'in 
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in the Heavens and Air, Sun, Moon, and Stars; in 
the Fire, Earth, and Water ; in Plants and Ammals; 
finally, fince he is in the Elements, and every Thing 
compounded of them ; he is not only in them, but 
is thefe very Things by an ineffable Produaion of 
himfelf. And when the final Confummation ihaij 
come, it will be but a withdrawing all the extended 
Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where thou 
and T, and every divided Atom in Nature (hall meet, 
be united and fwallow'd up in eternal Beatitude. 
Jmen ! Amen ! Oh thou Lord and Father of all 
Things, incxhauftible Aby fe of Miracles which know 
no End. 

Paris, 6th of the ift Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 



LETTER XIX. 

^0 the fame. 

SUppofing it were otherWife than I have (aid : 
Grant the Do£lrine of Epicurus troe. Believe 
tiiat we and all Things were produced by the^F^r* 
tuitous Concwrfe of Atoms : Yet ftill we have the fame, 
or greater Reafon to value ourfelves as diminu- 
tive Gods, iince in this Senfe we muft of NeceiTity 
be Eternal, every Atom being {q, of which we are 
compounded. In the Opinion of thefe Philojbphers^ 
there's no fuch Thing as an Origin or Beginning of 
the Uni'verfe : Each Particle ot Matter with them, 
is as old as the Divinity^ We have all ranged Eter- 
naJly from one Form and WorUio another ; dancM 
to the Meafures of F^i^e, b$en Parts of the Orbs 
above, and of the Caverns below ; flrayM through 
cbe Heavens and all the Elements, taken an unjver- 

fal 
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fal Career, through Infinite and Endltfs Spaas \ and 
are now (as fixM as we feem in thele folid Hoiks 6i 
Flefti) in the fame Hurly-burly as ever. 

Thefe Bodies which we carry about us are not 
compounded of the fame Atoms as they were fe- 
ven Years ago. There is a perpetual Flux and Re* 
flux of Particles. We die as faft as we live. Eve- 
ry Moment fubftradb from' oar Duration on Earth, 
as much as it add s to it. We move, breathe, and 
do all Things by- Paradox. Our vtry EJjfena is a 
RiJMe. 

With aii open Heart therefore I applaud thy re- 
ligious Negligence of human Afiairs, in that thou 
art divinely careleis of thy ielf, and tstry Thing elfe, 
iave only to conierve thy Innocence. 

What iignifies it, whether we believe the Writ- 
ten Laiv or the Alcoran ; whether we are Difciples* 
of Mofes, Jefus, i)r Mahomet ; Followers of Artftotle^ 
fthtOi Pythagoras^ -EpicuruSf or Ilch Rend Hu the^ 
Indian Bramin ? Or what Import is it, whether we 
pray or not ? Whether we kneel before Images, or 
in a naked Mofque ? It will be all one in the wind^ 
ing up. * We are but the Machines of Chance. As 
'we live, fo (hall we die; and God knows what 
will become of us afterwards ; neither is it worth 
our while to be follicitous, fince \vc can be certain 
of nothing. Perhaps, every Atom of which we are 
mad^ may be fcatter'd from the reft ; we may be 
tran (ported piece- meal into Ten hundred thoufand 
Millions of Worlds, and feven-fold as many Years 
may expire, before two the minuteft Particles of 
our Frame meet together -again. We need not to 
be troubled at all this : Nothing can hinder us from 
being Immortal and Eternal^ tho' it be biit in Frag- 
ments. 

Go on then. Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, 
Holy Fugitive ; go on to alTert, in the Courfe of 
thy Life, this great Truth, Kw/ all nings depend 

on 
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en evirlafling Chance or Dejiiny. Thy Anions ihall 
reprove die Hypocrites 01 the Age, who abound 
in Tpecious Words. ~ And thy divine Indifferenoe 
fhall condemn the hellifh Zeal of furious Bigots, 
who think to pleafe God, and atone for their Sins» 
by (acrificing human Blood, and maiTacring all that 
-are >not of their Faith. 

G0D9 or Chance, or Fate, fhall tranfport thee after 
Death to happy Regions, immarceffible Joys, and 
an endlefs Succeffion of Blifs. Every Atom fhsM 
£nd its Paradt/e, Thou ihalt mount by Degrees* 
to fun, infinite, and eternal Fdicity. Adiea for a 
Time. 

Paris, 20th of the \ft Moon, 
of the Tear 166^, 
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LETTER XX. 

To Ifouf, bis Coufin, a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

« 

WH E N I refleft du thy Happinefs, in ha- 
. ving been all thy Life at Liberty to change 
thy Rqfidence, and ramble whitherfoever thy 
Fancy invited thee ; and that even now at JJita- 
xan, thou art no longer confined than by thy 
own Pleafure or Inteteft, I cannot forbear envying 
thee. 

There is an inexprefiible Delight in ranging thje 
various T'raSs of the Earth, Whereas to be per- 
petually fhut up and be ijnprifoned, as I am, iipa 
City fo clofe and high-built,v that the very Winds 
can fcarce find a Way into her interior Parts^ is a 
perfect Hell upon Earth, 
' To 
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To fpeakthe Truth, Paris may be calPd a Heap 
or Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another, 
like Pelion upon Offix^ iince the Hou&s here are as 
high as the Minarets at Conflantinopley and divided 
like the Air into the itnjuer^ middle, and upper Re* 
gions or Apartments ; or rather like the Hea*uens, 
whofe Number Afinmomers aflert to be IJine, For 
with fo many Stories do fome Houfes, nay, whole 
Streets in Paris ^ lift up their Heads; and every 
Story or Apartment is peopled like a Bee'hi<ve. So 
that in this infinite Throng of Inhabitants, and fuch 
as come hither about Buiinefs, we are ready to be 
'ftifled with one another's Breath: Whereas thoa 
knoweil, in the Cities all over the Eaft^ the Houfes 
are intermixed with Gardens : They are low built, 
with Terrajes on the Top to take the cool Air on b/ 
Night, with Parterres^ Kajkaneysy Divans^ Conjer- 
'vatories^ and all the other C(Jtiveniencies for re- 
frelhing the Senfes, hy Water ^ Windy and odorife^ 
rous Smells, 

This makes me long to be at Conjianiinaple, Da- 
mafcusy Moful, or even at Afiracan^ where thou rc- 
fideft, tho' that City want many Delights which 
others enjoy. However, I (hould there encounter 
with l^iarcis and Turhants, the very Sight of which 
would half cure my Difcontent. May my Portioi^ 
be with ^agot^ if I am tired with feeing nothing 
but thefe Hats, and^fliort Coats, thefe ridiculoua 
Franksy thefe Apes without Tails. - And then to 
hear them rant againfl the Grand Signior^ and all 
l^rue Belit'vers ; to hear thcrA blafpheme the Mejfen- 
ger of Gody curfe the Alcorany reviJe the Mufti^ and 
all the Motiahsy with a Thoufand other Imperti- 
nences, which none but fuch Reprobates^ Giours, 
and Injjd$ls would be guilty of; makes me either 
wi{h myfclf deaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 
berty to anfwer them. But, much rather would I 
dcfire to be in a Place, where I might enjoy my Ears, 
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CO receive the SaUm from my Friends that are Muf- 

falmans^ and to hear the Name of God devoutly 

bkfsM on any Occaiion that awakens the Senfe to 

Piety. 

Oh that I were among my Countrymen, the 
Arabians J who dwell in Tents, and frolick aboat 
from Hills to Valleys, tailing by Turns the various 
Sweets, of the, Foreft and the Plain. The Groves 
and Meadows, Failures and arable Grounds, Cities 
and Villages, all contribute to their Delight. They 
want no innocent Joy that the Earth can afibrd. 
Their Wealth confifts in the Multitude of their 
Sheep, Camels, Goats and Oxen. And for them is 
all their Care, that they may not want Grafe and 
Water m due Seafon. As for themfelves, they are 
lefignM to Providince. 

So ar€ the Tartars^ who fleep in Herds or Wag- 
gons, the only Cawaliers of J/sa ; whofe Life is a 
perpetual Campaign^ from the Cradle to the Grave : 
Their Labour and Eafe are derived from the fame 
Fountain ; exercifing themfelves on Horfeback at 
feven Years old ; and feeding on the Milk of Mares 
as foon as they arc wean'd from their Mother's 
Breads. Toil and Recreation with them are one 
and the fame Thing, fmce they know no other 
Pleafurc but what confifls in Riding, Fighting, and 
Conquering ; or clfe in Death, which they believe 
translates them to new Joys, and thofe more poig- . 
nant than they knew before. Therefore they bravely 
court it at the Point of \ Sword, or the Mouth of 
a Cannon : Nothing being more fcandalous or hate- 
ful than a Crowd among them. 

I pioteH, the very Idea of Palus M^eotis, and 
^aurica Cherjonefus, with the iieft of thofe horrible 
Fens «nd Marfhes, on the North of the Black Sea^ 
which encompafs the Dominions of the tartan 
afFcfts me with a Palfion, or father fuch a MedJey o 
Paffions, as I know not how to name. Thofe am- 
ple 
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pie Defarts, thofe ontrackM Solitudes^ appear to 
my Imaginadon, like the Limits of this olcf habita- 
ble World i and the Froatiers of fome new, ftrange 
and unknown Region ; ibme Terra incognita^ where 
att aniverial Diffdution and Silence keep their Seat ^ 
for ever : Where no Voices are heard out thofe of / « 
uncouth ^»(fr/. Foam, &nd other ^xoUckTetianis of 
the Woods and Moors, No other Sound bat the 
Whiftling and Roaring: of the Winds. No Profped 
^ut that of Trees wnich have appeared from the 
Infancy of Time ; and where thofe zx^ wanting, ' 
the Eye is wearied in a long endlefs Wafle, whick 
nothing ieems to bound, but the declining Arch 
of difiant Skies, or low, black, melancholy Clouds, 
Iflcirted with mifls and Fogs, eternal Mantles of the 
Northern Climes. 

This is the Figure of thofe folitary Tradls where 
I would chafe to live, rather than in a City which 
ftifles me with too much Plenty of every Thing, 
but frcfh Air, and honeft People. 

I/ouf, the Contrarieties which we find in airthly 
Things, give a Guft to each other ; and the mod 
magnificent Palace would feem a Prifon, were a Man 
always confinM to live in it. 

Coufm, i wiih thee perpetual Liberty, and Hap^ 
pinefs. 

Paris, yth of the zd Modfi, 
c^th^ Tear 166^. 
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LETTER XXL 

J<?Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Se-^ 
critary of the Ottoman Empire. 

AMIDST the Variety of Obligations which I 
have to difcharge, I focget not to obey thy 
Commands. I have already in my former Dijpatcbes 
acaaainted thee with the Charadlers, and fome remar- 
kaoie Padages of Hinry IV. Le^^is XIII. Lewis 
yiV , Cardinal Richlieuy Cardinal Mazarifti, and 
the Prince of Conde, Now I will fay fomething of 
the famous Marefchal de Turenne; whofe Fame 
reaches wherefoever the French Wars have been talkM 
of for thefe forty Years. The Name of this great 
General is, Henry de la Tour d" Awvergne^ Son to 
the Duke of Bouillon, 

When his Father was near his Death, he call'd 
for both hiy Sons, whereof this was the youngeft. 
And among other Exhortations, he recommended 
in a fpecial Manner three Things to their Pradlice : 
Never to renounce or change their Religion : Never 
to take up Arm^ againft their Sovereign : Nor to pro- 
voke the Fir^ Minifter, 

As to the Firft, the Mare/chal de Turennt has hi- 
tlierto kept it inviolably ; but he has faulterM in both 
the other, having revolted from his Majier*s Service 
during his Minority, and oppos'd the Intereft of 
Cardinal Mazarini, when the Parliament perfecuted 
that Minijier. 

However, this hinders not but that he is a great 
Soldier, and befides he is iince recohciPd to the 
King. He feems to be born for Martial A^irs. 
And they relate of him, That when he was bu 
Ten Years Old, and his Governor miffing him 
had fdught up and down ^^xy where fbf him, hi 
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Bt length found him faft aikqp on a Cannon, which 
he feemM to embrace with his little Arms as hr as 
they would reach. And when he afkM why he cho{e 
fuch a Coucb to lie on, he made anfwer, Ti^at be di^ 
figr^d to have Jlept there all Nighty to con*ui«ce his 
Fath^ that he nuas hardy enough to undergo the Fa- 
tigues of War ^ tho" the Old Duke had often per/uaded 
him to the contrary. And to fpeak the Truth, no' 
Man was more carelefs of his Body than this Prince. 

At fourteen Years of Age, he was fent into Hol- 
land j to ferve in the Army under the Prince of O* 
range who was his Uncle. There he apply*d himfelf 
to all the Difcipline of War, doing the Duty of a pri- 
vate Soldier :^ Which is the common Way that Ca- 
dets ox ""younger Brothers take tQ rife to the moft 
eminent Offices, He was equally forv^rd in Labours 
and Perils, never fhunninc any Fatigue or Hazard^ ' 
which might bring him Glory ; yet he was not raHi* 
the common Vice of Youth, but temperM all his 
Actions with an extraordinary Prudence and Soli* 
dity of Judgment, beyond what was expected from 
him . at thdle Years. Yet, on the other Side, his 
Counfels were not flow and fiegmatick, being of a 
very ready forecaft } and he feldom faiPd in his 
Contrivances. He was foon promoted to a Place of 
Command. And the £xad;neis of his Condu£l raisM 
him a vaft Rq>utation, fo that by Degrees he at lail 
arrivM to that Height of Power and Honour he now 
poiSeiTes. He appears indefatigable in his Body, and 
of an invincible Refolution. He hates Flatterers, 
that think to gain bis Friendfhip by praifmg him. 
And is equally averfe from making ufe of fuch fawn- 
ing Infinuation^ to others, tho* the greateft Princes 
of the Blood, or the Firji Minrpr himfelf. 

He has alfb a certain Stedfailnefs of Spirit, which 
cannot be warp'd by any artificial Addrefles, tho' 
made to his own apparent Advantage, if they pro- 
pofe to him any Thing that has the leafl Semblance 
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of what is bafe and diflionourable. Thus he wool^ 
never confe&t that the Honour of taking Dunkirk 
feme Years ago, fhould be afcribed to Cardinal Ma* 
icarifti^ tho* that Miniiler privately courted him to 
it, offering him the greateft Commands in the Kit^" 
Jom, if he would do him that Service ; and the 
Mare/tbai knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did 
not. Yet fuch was his Integrity and Love to 
the Truth, that by no means would he be brought 
to condefcend to this Meannefs of Spirit ; yet, per- 
haps it might only proceed from the Avcdion which 
in thofe Days he had for the Cardinal, Many 
Times it is evident, that a natural Paffion is made ta 
pafs for a moral Virtue. Feiides, perhaps he was 
unwilling to be deprivM of the Glory due to him for 
that important Service. 

He is a Man of few Words, and fo fecret in aB 
his Counfels, that no body knows any Thing of bis 
Befigns, ^ill he puts them in Execution. Every 
Man eileems him the moft liberal Priffcf of this Age» 
having no other regard for Money, than as it fenres 
the Neceffities of his Family^ and enables him to ob- 
lige his Friends. 

In a word, whatever Vices he may hate, he h 
yet endued withfo many good Qualities and Virtues, 
that he is beloved by all £e Naticm, and in particu- 
lar Favour with his Sovereign, who treats him not as 
a Suhje3, but as one of his moft intimate Friends. 

May Gody who has rais*d up this great Ginisf* 
to aggrandize the French Monarchy , continually fup- 
ply the Grand Signior with valiant and expert Ge- 
nerals y that the Empire of the Faithful Oftnans may 
increaie like the Moon, but never be in its Wane^ till 
that Flanet /hall no more appear in the Heavens^, and 
the Faftenijig of the Elements (hall be difiblvM. 

Paris, 1 2th of the zd Moon, 
-of the Tear 1665* 
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LETTER XXII. 

To Orchan Cabct, Student of the Sciences^ 
and Pen/toner to the Grand Signior. 

TH E Trench King has lately This litter nvas 
rcceiv'd a gms Aftont ivrtteeti original' 
from the Poets. They have of- ly in Sclavonick. 
ten been fatytical upon his Loves, 
and now they begin to burlefqne upon his Money. 
A Day or two ago, as he was newly rifen out of his 
Bed, he found on a Table in his Chamber^ a P»per 
containing thefe Verfes. 

fTu is IJfiieie Race Augufte. 

%9H Ajfeul sftHsnxy h Grand i 

£t ton Pere Louis le Juie i 

Pour Toy, tu n^es qu^unijow ^ Jrgini* 

'Thou know*ft where the Force of the Poif% Wit 
liesy having travePd in Trance and learned theii^ 
Language. The King fmilM at the Reading of it, and 
feemM to be pleiis'd with the Franknefs of the An- 
thor, laying. He ivas <ivorth a Thou/and Tlatterers. 
He promifed likewife to give him Five hundred 
Louisas for his Wit, if he would difcover himfelf, as 
alio to pardon him on his Royal Word. But the ^a. 
tyrilf would not venture himfelf, knowing that 
Kings have more Ways than one to revenge them- 
fclves of private Perfons, ^txx SuhjeBs. However, 
fince the King appearM fo well pleasM with this, 
he was refolv*d to give him another Touch of his 
Skill . And the very next Morning in the fame Place , 
the King found thefe Words. 

Tu ne le fc&ura pas, Lo uis^ 
Carfetoisfeulquandje lefis. 
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T^ere have been many ConjeAurcs made about the 
jiuthor of thefe Lampoons » Som9 fay one thing, and 
feme another. And there are not wanting luch as 
fatten it on a Virgin of Co lien, now reflding at this 
Court : Her Name is Anra Marii de Skurman, She 
is very learned, and fpeaks Arahicky Latin, Turki/b^ 
Greek, Italian, French, and Spanijb, as fluently as 
her native Diale6l. She is of a fine Wit, and pier^ 
cing Judgment in the Controveriies oipbilo/ophy^xid. 
^Religion, 

There are feveral Epiflles of hers in Print, {ome 
penn'd in Latin, others in Frenih^ addrefsM to the 
^ueen- Mother, Cardinal R ichlieu. Cardinal Ma%a^ 
ritti, and others ; befides a Book of Poems ^ moft of 
them Satires, And 'tis this laft gives the. World 
fuch a Jealoufy of her writing the Lines which were 
found on the AT/'/t^'s Table. For the Cr///Vij have 
compar'd *em with her Style s and find a very near 
Kefenablance between them. 

But let who will be the Author, I think the French 
King is wrong'd in the Charafter they give him. For 
tho' he has heap'd up great Quantities of Gold and- 
^Iver to carry on his vaft Defigns, yet he is noMifer^ 
being very liberal to Perfons of Merit. 

I fend thee this for thy Diverfion, and in Order 
to our future Correfpondence. . Take it for an Ex- 
ample, and be as familiar with me, remembring the 
old Latin Pro'verh, Manus manumfricat. 

Paris, T \th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1665, 
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LETTER XXIII. 

To the Captain Bafla. 

MAY thy Heart be cheerful, and thy Voyage* 
crown'd with Succefs, where ever ihoii fail- 
ell, noble old Tarpaulin, and Fanjourite of the God of 
the Sea. The Empire of the Ottomans has not had fo 
brave a Commander of the Naiy ihefc thinv Years. 
God grant thee good Fortune agaioil the InfJels^ 
whether on the White or Black Seas. Thou art al- 
ready famous for thy Exploits on the latter, in above' 
twenty Engagements with the Coffacks, CircaJ/tam^ 
and the rell: of thofe thieviHi Countries. But no- 
thing has rais*d thy Chara&er fo high as the lait 
Combat thou hadll with Pachicour^ the renowned 
Pyrate of thofe PartSy who tbreatned not only his- 
Cbriftian Neighbours, but alfb the Ottoman Empire 
with infinite Ravages. 

But thou haft ftem*d the Tide of his Glory, 
humbled the maritime People his Confederates ^ and' 
by that means made thy felf a Way into the Arebi* 
pelago and Mediterranean^ where thou rideft as ano- 
ther Neptune^ King of the Waters, 
. Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell thee, I have 
not iaid io much to a Bajfa of the Sea thefe feven^ 
and twenty Years. Neithei^ indeed had I any Rea- 
Ion. He that merited the moft Applaufe in all that 
Time, was the brave Zornejan Mufiapha^ And I ad-i 
drefs*d no more to him than his due; Fortune did!* 
not favour him, or elie he had done great Things.. 
As for the reft^ they were generally Men never 
bred to Sea-Afiairs, but Minions of the Court, or 
Bullies of the City> who were better at soaking a 
Noife, than at any Action of Hazard or Importance. 
And there were fome bold Renegadoes, but they played 
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fad and loofe/ and no body knew where to have 

Treachery infefls the whole World ; but in thefe 
Weftern Parts it reigns as in its Center. Here's no- 
thing but Undermining and Ambufhes : One State 
trepanning another out of their Guards^ and chea 
they play their own Game. 

It would be endleis to acquaint thee with the O- 
liginal of the Quarrel between the EngU/h and the 
Dutch. Let it be enough for thee to know, that 
thefe People are at odds now : And in regard the 
Strength of both Natimts lies in their Shipping, they^ 
are preparing to cover the Northern Seas with Na* 
Ties ; but the IJlanders ftill get the beft on*t. They 
claim the Sovereignty of thoie Seas, and in my Opi« 
nion they deferve it. I ijpeak according to m^ 
intelligence ; being aflurM, that no Nation ever 
preyaH^d againft *em on that Element. 

They hare had a terrible Fight this Summer^. 
wherein the Dutch loft feyenteen Ships of War^ be- 
fides Vcflels of fmaller Note. The Commanchr of the 
Englijh Fleet is callM the Duke of Tork^ z great Ge- 
neral and Brother to the Englijh King, Hh Name 
was famous in France and Flanders during the Spa^ 
nijb War. And tho^ the LandzSaxAtA him no rar- 
ther Occafibns of Glory, yet he has found fome iii- 
the Sea, Opdam, the grcateft Admiral that ever 
Ae Dutch coidd boaft of, £ll a Sacrifice to his Geniur^ 

I am the more particular in this Relation, becaufe 
it is fit thou ihouldH: know the Charadlers of all the^ 
l}rave Heroes living.. 

Since this Fifi:ht,. the IGng of France has fent aoi 
Amhajfador to the Engliff) Court to mediate a Peace.. 
What IlTue his Negoeiation will have, is of no gredir 
Import to us, who ferve the Grand Signior, folr 
jtWof the Four Sea^ : But I will tell thee fomethis^ 
which it concexni thee ta know. 
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The Kine of France is going to cut a Canal tbro* 
Part of his JCingdom, by which the Mediterranean 
msLy be joined to the Main Sea, This is a vaft Do* 
figiiy and much difcourfed of in Europe, being a Pa- 
rallel to wfiat has been formerly attempted by foine 
ICings of Egypt, and Entperors of Rome to join the 
Mediurranean and Red Sea together, for the fake 
of an eafier Traifick to the gaji Indies, 

Thou oughteft alfo to be informed of the Duke of 
SeaMtfort*s Exploits on the Coafts of Barhary. He 
is Cbmmander of the French Navy in tho(e Seas, and 
has done great Inraries to tiie People of Algier, Sar- 
€e//e^ Bougie, and other Ports. 

Tho* thefc Rebels aredefervedly pmiifhM for dc- 
lerting the Frotediim ef the High Porte, yet let us 
remember, that the Algtrines are Muffidmans, and 
therefore oaght not to be abandoned to the Malice 
of Infidels, 

Kliehty Bajfa, fail thou in the Strength of God 
againlt the Enemies of the Ottoman Empire, \ And 
vthxn thoa haft finiih'd thy Voyage here bebw, may^ 
a Wind of Mercy w^ thee e'er the Waters .which 
are above the Firmamnt, and land thee fafe in one 
of the Ports oiParadifif. 

V^ls, id of the t^h Msm^ 
of the Tear 1665, 
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LETTER L 

2*i? AcRmct Beijg^ 

HIS Court hay put on tHe exterior 
ScmhlsLiice of Mournhg, whilft they in- 
wardJy rejoice at the Death oi Philip 
IV. King of Spain, He deceas'd on 
^^,,,__ the 1 7th of the 9th Mooru, 'Tis poffibJe 
their iorriefis more real- for the Death of the Duke of 
Vendojme^ ^ Prince of Royal Extra^on, and whilft 
living, not far from a Poffibility of inheriting the- 
Cronxjn oi France, But now he is gone to the Grave,. 
the general Receptacle of all Mortals, and whick 
make's- »o Diilihdion betw^il 9he Nobk and^ the 
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There have been Abundance of Ceremoniet pc»- 
form'd on the Part of the King, the Dauphin, the 
Duke of Orleans, the Duke of Vakis, and othcf 
Princes of the Blood, for the Health of the dc- 

Sarted Soul : For the Navs^renes, to give them theic 
ue, fall not fliort of the True faithful, in believing 
the 'RefurreSiion and Immortality to come. They 
coniign the Bodies of the Diead to their Sepulchres, 
with folemn Rites of Religion, perfuming them with 
Incenfe, and fpr inkling them with Holy Water ; re- 
hear fing alfo certain lacred Hymns and Prayers ap* 
pointed for that Purpofe. Neither do they negle£k 
to faft and give Alms, to perform any pious Offi€§i 
which ts pra6liied by the MuJJiilmansy for their 
•Friends who are gone to the invifible State. They' 
agree with us in Abundance of good Things, and. 
if they mix fonae SuperHitions and Errors, let us' 
pity their Weakncft, and praife God who guides- 
us into the ^ight Way, and fuffers us not to be re- 
duced into the Way of Infidels. He is the Merdful\ 
of the Merciful^ the Joy of the EleB, and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he punifh Men according to- 
their hourly demerits, the Earth would foon be de- 
populated, and void of any other Inhabitants fave 
theBeaftr. But he knows our Mold, and rcmembera^ 
that we are no more than a mere Froth or Spume 
of the Elements, and that in a very little Time, by 
the Courfaof Nature, we (hall vanifh like Bubble s^ 
which yeild to every Blaft of Wind, Therefore he 
fpares us, and connives at our Infrmities, becaufe he- 
i^the Lover of ^ouls, 

I fpeak this as an Incentive to Charity among our 
fclvee, ard to our Fellow-Mortals. It feems la 
jne unreafonabk, that we ihould purfue with inex«^ 
orable Hatred all the followers dijefiu. He was a. 
Holyc Prophet, humble, mild,, chaite, and harmlefs. 
He did many good Works Bimfelf, and com- 
sKindcdi his Difiiplis to imitate his Example: He* 

nebukU 
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lebukM thofe among them that would have called 
.down Fire from Heaven to confume his Enemies : 
. Enjoining them to return Blefiings for Curfes^ 
Prayers tor Blafphemies^ and Good for Evil. There 
are thofe amdbg them who obey his Precepts : As 
for the Wicked, I am not their Advocate. If the 
greateft Part of the Cbrifiians live contrary to the 
Law c^the Meffias, let as confider |lfo how many 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheiih 
there are among thofe who proofs the Mujfulman 
faith. Doobtfefsy there are Good and Bad of all 
Ril^ions. And ^tis impofiible to find an Afiembly 
of ji% Mea» without a Mixture of Sinners. 

As for our Difl^rences with the People of Jefus^ 
in Matter of JVorfiif^ it ought not to make us for- 

fet that we are Men» compounded of the fame 
lefh and Blood as they, And for aught we know, 
GoDy who made all the Nations of the Earth, may 
accept of their various Rites and Ceremonies in pay- 
ing him Diwfte Adoration, 

We that are the Poilerity of I/mail^ and worihip 
the Eternal after the Manner of our Fathers, who 
followed the Pattern oi Ibrahim the Beloved of Goi>» 
cannot deny but that the Law of Mofit was of Di- 
vine Original : And yet it contains Precepts and 
Injunctions* to which we are wholly Strangers ia 
our Practice ; tho^ the Je^s^ who are the Defeen- 
dknts of ^acoht obey them to this Day. 

So we believe what the Alcoran fays of the 
Megnu^ that he is the Breath and Word of God i 
that he heal*d DifeaTes^ raisM the Dead, wrought 
siiany other Miracles, and preached the true heavenly 
Do^rine. Yet there*is Abundance of Difference be- 
tween the Ceremonies which the very Apoftles ufcd 
in the Service of God, and the Worfhip eftaWifhN" 
by Mahomet oar holy Lawgiver. Bat he tells ui 
that they who live up to the Law ofje/us, Ihall g< 
to Paraaife as well as the Mufulma is, 

Thf 
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The greatefl Scandal which the Cbriftimis give 
iiSy is their fecting up Piffmres and Imsga in their 
Temp/gs, luid the Reverence they pay to th6k infen« 
fible Pieces pf human Art. Ana yet fer aoght we 
know they may be excufaUe before God; iince 
they profeis openly in the Publick Decrut of their 
Cowtcils, that the Veneration and Honour they pay 
to the Figures of Saints and AngiU^ is only relative ;. 
their Devotion at the fame time refUng not on this 
Side the Prototypes, 

If this be true» I fee no more hurt in their Wor- 
fliip of Images f than in bowing «nd pioftratin^ be- 
fore the Alcoran, which is but another Sort oilman 
gery, repiefenting the Divine WiiL 

in a word, S the Hierogfypbicks of the ancient 
. Egyptians are allow'd to be lawful Letters, and In« 
Ihruments to exprefs the inward Conceptions of the 
Mind ; in my Opinion, the Painting and Sculpture 
which we fee in the Churches of the Chrijiiansp 
ought not to be condemn^ as an eafier Way to con- 
vey fhe Hijhfy of *Je/us, and the reft of the Profhets^ 
and Saints, to the Vulgar, who are generally igno- 
rant of Letters, Unleis we ihall fay, that the Sum' 
of Mafy was an 2M, and the Prophets and SaintSi 
were Devi/s ; which Go» avert from the Mouth ^ 
a True Believer. 

Paris, I ^th of the 1 1 th Mnu, 
tf the Tear xt(>%» 
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LETTER II. 

7i William Vofpel, a Reclufe of AuftriV 

THY Dijpatch came to my Hands in a good 
Hour. I perub'd wkh Reverence the Pater- 
/ nal Inftrufkions it contain'd v the grave and judicious 
Apophthegms ; the facred Rules and Inflitutions of a 
regular and fpiritual Life ; the Morals more refin'd 
than thofe of Pindar^ Epi^etus, Seneca, oi; Cato, 
But pardon me, if I relilh not fo well thy Panegyrici- 
oa fome of the newly canon iz'd Saints ; from which 
you take occafion to extol the Popeh Infallibility, and 
to exclude from Salvation^ aU that are not within the ' 
Pale of the Roman Cburcb, 

I am a Chrifiian and a CatMick as well as you. I 
honour the Jpojiles and Martjriy with all the Pri- 
mitive Saints, Confejhrs, and Holy Dolors of the 
Church. But I can never be perfuaded,, that a Maa 
for being a Murd erer. Tray tor, an Inventor of cruel - 
Devices, or a learned Sycophant, cfln merit Hea<vejr, 
tho* he may be rank'd in the Reii Lines of the C«- 
lendar. Much lefs can I believe, that all Men (hall 
be damned, who are not in Communion with the 
Bijhop of Rome . Certainly the Cathotick or Uni'verjal 
Church, is not (hut up within the narrow Confines 
of the (hatter'd Roman Empire Con(ider Greece, 
Armenia, Egypt, Mufioify, Ethiopia^ and all the fpa- 
cious Territories of Europe and the Eaft, How 
many Millions daily fay the Pater-Nofter, and pray 
in Jefus's Name, yet never paid Obedience Co any 
but their own Patriarchs and Bijhops? Were not all 
the Apoftles equally in Commijfion ? Were not the 
Churchhi they founded and eftabliihM equally holy 
and orthodox \ Where then commenced the mighty 
Schifm, but in the morofe Pride of ViSlor, wh<j 
A4or the Sake of Fafchal Nicetiis) affronted all the 

Churchts 
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Churches in the World, and was for that Reafon fc- 
vcrely rcprov'd by a French Bifiof of hi» own Obe- 
dience i befides the Reprimands of Pofycarp,' and 
other Prelates of the Baft f Was not St. John the 
Beloved that refted his Head with Di<vin§ Honour on 
the Breafl of Chrifty as privy to the Laws of his 
Mafler as Peter^ Pauly or any other abortive Apofile f 
Remember the firft General Council at Jerufmlem^ 
where James the Brother of our £«r</ fate Prefident 
dtcntiw Ahfltnencis exa£Uy oppofite to theprefent 
Roman Faith and Practice. And believe at the fame 
time, that \vms Imperial YiLDity and Pride which 
£rft beeot the hts^ reparation. Herej^ was bat the 
fiaftard of the Apoflolick Canons ^ cherifh'd and too 
much countenanced by Conftantine and his Soccef- 
fors, till the fatal Time of P/&M-/7/, whofe untimely 
Beath made all Things ripe for the intended Ufur- 
pation. Oh Guicciardine t How truly haft thoa 
writ the State of modern Rome f Worthy as Horacf 
of eternal Honour. Thy ^thful Profe equals hia 
courtly Verfe, and merits new Augujlus^s to patro- 
nize it. 

Believe me. Father William, I have no Spite or 
Enmity againft the Roman High-Prieft. I reverence 
him equally with his Brethren, the Patriarchs of 
Conftantinople^ Jerufalem, Alexandria^ and Antioch* 
I would go beyond this, for the Sake of Conformity 
to ancient Cuflom, and in Obedience to the cele- 
l>rated Council of Wee : I would willingly acknow- 
ledge him the Primate of the World. Let "him * 
have the firft Place in God*^ Name, among the Pa- 
triarchs of the Uni^verfal Church, But let him not 
fide on the Necks of his Equfils. Let him not pre- 
tend a Power to cancel the Apofiolick Canons ; tra- 
verfe the 7'raditi<ms of the Fathers ^ repeal the Decreu 
of General Councils^ difpenfe with the La^uas of "Na* 
ture^ Grace, Reafin^ Morality, and the very Inftitu- 
tions of his Predecei&rs, Men, without queftion„ 
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•8 in&llible ai he^ This is not the Way to make 
Profelytes to the Roman Faith, uxilefs it be of Fools 
and Knaves. The World has receiv'd new Lights, 
Father Wiikam, and Men begin to hifs religioaa 
Bantering off the Stage. Nay, even they who are 
moft guilty of it, I meanthei^owisff Courtiers, Car- 
dinals, and Priefts, cannot forbear laughing at the 
Folly, and credulous 'E&finefs of thofe on whom 
Chey impofe their pious Frauds, The bigotted Laity 
are by them efteemed no better than filly AiTes, 
tamely couching under the Burthens of their EccUfi* 
ufiical Lords vA Drivers. * 

Therefore, *tis Time for thee to open thy £yes» 
lift up thy Head, and lay aiide Monaftitk Symplici- 
ty\ I do not counfel thee to turn Libertines or imi- 
tate the Italian Gallantry, which has taught the 
Priefts, inftead of fered Continence, to fquint a 
Beocdiftian oa fAina charmiiig Lady from tne Al- 
tar, ia Che Name of Dominus FoUjcum, or Surfum 
Cordm $ even whilft chey are preparing for Divine 
Kevd9, to banonec on tiie Flefli and Blood of Goix. 
Oh I monilrous Perfidy, and execrable ProBmenefs f 
Nor if thou arc affionted and revengeftd, would I 
adviiethee to time the Execution of thy Wrath like 
the Sieiiian Vejfters^ and make the Bi^ become the 
Signals of the cruelty, M^ich ought, and were 
dengnM, and confecrated on purpofe to drill on 
harmlefs Souls to Church, with their dull, fleepy, 
jangling Chinses ; and with their more triumphant, 
lofi^ Muiick, on the Fefii'vals of the Saints^ to make 
devoter Chriftians dream they*re going to Heaven, 
inftead of a Majfacre, I would not nave thee hope to 
nerit Paradife, by fending thither in Obedience to 
the Fofe^ or General of thy Order y the majeftick 
Souls of Kings y or Emperors y in Vehicles of facre<^ 
Poifon, or envenomM Eucharifis, Believe that thof 
Prelates, Priefts, or Monks, who are thus divinelj 
profane,^ and mercifidly cniel^ ihall become Ml 
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tred, Vefied, Cowled Mmfiers^ in the iierceft and 
inoft violent glowine Dens of Helli there with the 
moft exalted Arfenicksy Mercuries, and whatfoever 
gives the higheft Pains, to langniSi, pine, and rack 
away Ten thoufand, thoniana, thouiand Ages, in 
Penances of flow Bffeft, which expiate but very 
late, the crying Sins of goilty Murderers, and bloody 
fiypocntes. 

Yet fnch as thefe, finoe modem Times, ai« the 
only Men thought worthy to be tanwit^d for 
Saints: which made a certain honeil Cardinal cry 
out in the Prefence of the Pope, nefi ntw Saints f9rei 
me to doubt the Old ones. 

Father WHUam^ the fame Thought begins and 
ends my Letter. Yours was upon the Stretch, ex- 
tolling far too high the Largenefs of the Roman 
Churchy the infalTihle Power of Pefes^ the Miracles 
of thefe New Saints. And ), for my Part, amn 
Man abhorring Bigotry. I cannot believe Things 
contrary to .my Reafen. I wifli the Difermces of 
Mankind in Point of ReltHom were nition^Iy Gom** 
gofed, and that the Good of all 6e(b, Ftdions, 
Parties, Churches, and Communions, were united 
in this Life, as they fuiely will be in the next. 

In the mean Time, to the Father without Begin- 
ning I to the the Son without a younger Brother ; to the 
Holy Ghoft^ the Firft and the haft 5 to the Virgin 
Mary the Mother of the Entire Deity, I recommend 
thee and all good Chriftfans ; hoping to fee you in 
Heaven, tho* we cannot it feems think alike 
on Earth.. 

Paris, ift of the i ith Mom, 

of the year 1665. 
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LETTER in. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 

According to thy Define, I have procured and 
fcnt thee the Aicoran, with other Writings of 
pur Holy Doaors ; Books which will . condudl thee 
into the right Way. Thou will find in thefe Vo^ 
lumts a Spirit of Life and Power. There breathes 
in them a certain vital Principle of Reafon ; fo that 
^n^ofoever will read them attentively, may feel ( if 1 
may fo fpeak ) the very Pulfe of intelleaual Wifdom, 
beating in every Sentence. 

There is a vaft Diflkrence between thefe Writings, 
full of Argumenfii clear '^and intelligible, and the 
Whimfies of thy RahBPs, who abound in /acred 
FabUs, and divine Romances. 

Who can perufe your celebrated Mifnah without 
Difdiin } Or look into your more applauded ^almttd, 
and not feel himfelf touchM with Horror, at the 
jnonftrous Blafphemies and ridiculous Forgeriet 
therein contained ? Doft thou not laugh at the Story 
ofGoJ^s pickline up the Leviathan till the Days of 
the Mejfsahi and that other of the ^«// which daily 
devotu^ the Fodder of a Thoufand Mountains ? Or 
wilt thou fhew me the Neft of that Bird from whence, 
the Talmud fays, an Egg falling on the Earth, 
threw down threft hundred tall Cedars with its 
Weight ; and at length breaking, over-flow*d 
iixty Villages with the liquid Subftance included in 
the Shell ? 

Such as thefe muft needs be fit Themes for the 
Contemplations of the Omnipotent / And yet your 
RabbPs teach, that Gon fludies nine Hours in the 
Day^in the Talmud. Can any Man of common Piety 

hear 
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iicax' thcfc Blafphemies and not tremble ? What Af- 
fronts are thefe to human Senfe ? What inpofi- 
tions on the Reafon of the credulous yeivs F Does 
the moft perfcd of all Beings acquire Knowledge by 
Degrees, or is the Eternal Intelle^ improv'd by 
reading of Books ? Or if it were fo, would he not 
make a better choice than of a Volume, which in 
the incredible Stories it relates exceeds all the Fig* 
ments of Facts} 

Tell me, Nathan, can*ft thou fwallow that loud 
Lye of the Talmud, which tells thee. That there . 
was a iy«r, who when he roar'd at the Diftance of 
Four hundred Miles from Rome, all the Women that 
were with child in that City, being affrighted at 
the Noife, mifcarried, and the Walls ©f Rome fell 
•down ? And when he drew ;iearer by an hundred Miles 
he fet up his Throat again, which made fo terrible 
a Sound, that all the Romans Teeth fell out of their 
Heads, and the Emperor himfelf felt Aich Convul- 
£ons, as had well-nigh coft him his Life. , 

Surely the Cro^w which the Talmud fpeaks of in 
another Place, was but a Puny to this monflrous 
Lion ; and yet it feems, that Cro'w fwallow'd a Ser- 
pent that had eaten a Frog as big as a Village of 
threefcore Houfes, and when he had done, flew^ 
into the next Tree. I fuppofe, that was the Tree 
which grew in Paradife, and was Five hundred 
Miles high, aa:ording to the Talmud, Have I not 
Reafon for this Raillery, when one of your Rabbfs 
folemnly fwears, he was an Eye- Witnefs of thefe 
Things ? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry 
of thofe, who give up their faith to fuch Delu- 
fions ? 

Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertain- 
ment in the Books of the Mujfulman DoSlors ; more 
eljecially in that Tranfcript thou haft of the Fo- 
lume firft didated in Heaven, That confirms the 
Crve Law of Mofis, but damns the Impoftures of 

the 
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the Talmudp attributing tjbie Invention of fach Er« 
rors to the Divii. 

But thoa wilt aft: me perhaps, what I mean by 
the true Law of Mo/es ; (half I tell thee the Opi- 
nion of one of thy own Nation, a Hebrefw •f the 
HeBnwsy as he pretends, and, for aught I Jcnow, of 
the fame Tribe with thy felf : For i am a Stranger 
to the Genealogies of you both. 

Some Years ago here was in this City a Man who, 
if we may believe him, has been in all the Cities 
of the World. The French call him the Wandering 
Je-w ; and he confirm^ that Title, by the Profe^ 
£on he made of his Birth, Defcent, and univerfal 
Travels. No doubt but thou haft heard of this Man, 
or at lead of fuch a Character, and therefore I need 
not repeat what he iaid of himfelf, and what the 
Generality of Mankind believe of him. Suffice it 
to tell thee, that I was once in his Company half a 
Day together ; when, among other DiKounes, he 
told me, that the true Law of Mofes has been loft 
for above thefe Two thoufand Vears, except io 
the North Parts <ii Jfia^. where there are an infinite 
Number of Hebrews, but far different in their Re/i^ 
gion from all the Jenvs in the reft of the World. He 
lays, the Country where they inhabil is environed 
round with high and inacceffible Mountains. I alk*d 
him the exadi Geegn^bical Situation of this Coun- 
try, but receivM no other Anfwer than that it lay 
beyond the River Sabbation, Then I remembered 
what I had read in Efdras, a Scribe of thy Nation, 
concerning the Tranfmigration of the Ten Tribes^ 
who were carried away Captives by the JJ^rians : 
How they paiied through a certain River on diy 
Ground, the Waters being divided to the Right 
Hand and to the Left, and that after the fame Man- 
ner they ihould return again in the latter Dayss 
but that in the mean Time, the Region where they 
live was hidden from all other Mortius. 

Com- 
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Comparing this Pafiage with what I had heard 
from the Wandering Jrw, I became almoft perfoaded 
that the People and Country of which he fpal», 
were tlie vtry fame mentioned by Efdras, God on- 
ly can difcem the Truth from £nt)r in Hifiories of 
fe remote and ancient a Subjed^. 

As to their Religion, I was juft going to give thee 
an Account of what he fatd concerning it, but am 
interropted by Company. Wherefore I am forced 
to brealc off abruptly. Exped a full Relation in my 
next, f am in hatfte. 

Paris, ^h of the ift Moon, 
of the Tear 1 666. 



LETTER IV. 

To the fame. 

TH E Interruption which made me fo fudden- 
ly conclude my other Letter lafted not long ; 
fo chat I have Time enough to perforin my Promife 
by the fame Poft. 

I was about to relate what the Wandering Jew 
told me of the Religion of thofe remote Hehrenvs in 
jifiay which take as follows. 

He fays, they are a JV^z/^^/r of Philofophers, bound 
by their Laws to ibidy the Liberal Arts and Sci^ 
£nces. They have none but Iion-Money current 
among them ; the Ufe of Gold and SUver Coins 
being exprefsly forbidden by their La-ws^ to prevent 
the Temptations of Avarice and Theft : For who 
would fteal or covet a Metal, which for its Bulk, 
was not eafy to be hid, nor for its Beauty very 
defirable, being every where common in the Veins 
of the Earth, and fervM only as a Method of Bai& 
ler and Commerce among themielves, where the In- 
equality 
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equality of Merchandizes entangled their TYaffick^ 
and would not admit of a ready Exchange. 

This took from them the Occaiion of many unne* 
ceflary Arts at Home, and they had noTempta* 
tion to travel Abroad; the chief Defign of their 
t,awgi*vgr being to oblige them to fpend moft of 
their Time in religious and philofophical Exercifes, 
and the reH in preparing Neceilaries for human 
Suftenance. They had no need to buy any Thing 
of foreign Countries, or to build Shif)s for that End, 
who were bound to live, content with the natural 
Pr^dud of their own fertile Country: For Luxury 
has not as yet fet Footing in that happy Region, if 
we may believe this Traveller. He fays, they feed 
altogether on the Fruits of the Earth, Jiot admit*. 
*tmg any Art or Employment which tenos to Super- 
fluity, but only fuch as ferve the neceJTary Ufes of 
Life, wherein they (hew an admirable Dexterity and 

Skill. 

When they travel from one Town to another, 
which is very frequent, they never carry any Thing 
to defray their Charges by the Way, or when they 
arrive at their Journey's End : All Entertainment of 
this Nature being free and reciprocal. Such is the 
Cuflom of the Country. 

They have no Laijcyers among them, but if any 
Contention arife, 'tis prefently determined by the 
Arbitration of the next Neighbour, to whofe Sen- 
tence all fubmit : Every Man being willing to lofe 
fomething of his Right, rather tSan didurb the 
-publick Amity and Peace. 

As to the Manaer of their Worjhip, they are ftri^ 
Obiervers of Purity in wafhing, anointing, and {ha- 
ving their Bodies. 

' They have Temples alfo where they affemblcjevc- 
ry feventh Day ; and having offer'd up the Firft- 
Fruits of the Earth, they fit down in the Courts, 
and banquet to|;ether with Joy, whilft the Friefh 

enter- 



Vol.VI. tfSpY «/ Paris. ij; 

entertain them with exoellent Mufick and Songs, in 
praife of God and his Works. To this End the 
Courts of their Temples are naade very large, that 
they jnay contain fo many diflin£t Families ; and 
ftately Pavilions are feC up, adom*d with the Boughs 
of green Trees, with all "Manner of Flowers care- 
lefly intermix'd. But amidft all their Feafting^they 
J are not permitted to tafte of Flelh : They eat only the' 
Fruits of the Earth, with Milk, Honey, and Oil. 
And their common Drink is Water and Wine. 

At the Aeeof iixteen Years, every Man is bound 
to take the following Oath : 

IT Sivear that ItJoUladore hut One Gory^ivho hrought 
1 our Fathirs out of^gy^^ and has condu£ledu9 
^a myferious Path to this Land of Promifi. Iwll 
religioujly Jerve him all my lAfty for that he has 
*vouchfaftd to plant me in the Family of his EleQ^ and 
ftot either of the Tnjuo bribes ivho nvert left behind in 
the Lando/^Delufions. Invill do juftly to all Men ^ 
neither ivill I «uoluntarily hurt or kill any Having Crea- 
_ tnre, unlejs it he in my fyvan.Defence, I ivill not tafie of 
the Flejh of any Animal^ tut in all Things ohfer*ue 
the Abftinence commanded by Alia to Mo^ on the 
Mount y I loill religioujly obey mi Prince y to n^ lajt 
Breathy and rather he torn in Pieces by tvild Beafis^ 
than betray him^ or confint to betray him to another : 
For he is the Vice-Roy ofG on. / ivill ne*ver conceal 
my Kno^jo ledge of any Confpiracy againfi himy or nry 
Country y neither iajHI I difconjer his Secrets to any, if 
itjhould i*ver be jny Honour to know them, 1 miill oh^ 
ferve the Traditions of my Fathers ^ and teach the fame 
and no other to my Pofierity. Infine^ Invill in alt things 
obey the La^ws of this f acred Kingdom y this Region vf 
Peace y this Garden of Blifs, All this I fol^nrnlyfiwear 
by the Firft Father of Light y and by Nothing the pro* 
found Womb ofDarknefsy andhyjilence the Companion 
of that Death which no created Biing ion fathom i 

L twhich 
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vahkh is tbifame as if J JBe^iU 'wtfi v^fiff^awdhi^ 
iatid^ if I violate this Oath im the Uaf p9ini^ 

Thefe «re all the Terms of the Qath» that I can 
diftindly femember, which I here iafert, to ihew 
thee what Optnion theie Peqple have of the Law 
which was civen to Mofes on the Mouat, and how 
they rejea the Two Tribes that weie \tk in falefiine^ 
and efteemM of that Country but as the Land of De- 
lufions* as counting their own Country the Rtgim 
of Fmmife^ and themfelves the EleQ of God. 

One would think, that thefe were the Pofterity of 
the Ten Tribes that were carried away Captives by 
Salmanafar King <ifJjfffria, And this was iaHb the 
Opinion of that n^anderer^ who told me, that both* 
their Penduieuch was difierent from yoan, and the 
^Lanptage wherein it is written. For he faid, it 
l¥as rather a Dialed of ^r^^fV^, in which Language 
(hon knowtft God wrote the Ten CommanilmeHts on 
the two Tables: Among which, one is, Thoujbaii 
not kiii. This ProhilMtioii, they fay extends to aU 
LMng Creatures^ tho* your DoAors interpret it a« 
only reaching to Men, and fo do the Chriftians. Bat 
'ti>e Muffulmans interpret it thus, Thoujbalt neither 
'^ill Man or Seaft<voitbout Reafon, By which Claufe^ 
<the Beads are privileg*d from the wanton Cruelty 
of Men, \vho otherwiie would murther them only 
to make Sport s yet wicked Men are not exempted 
fh)m a violent Death, as a Punifliment of their 
Crimes. 

This Traveller iays alfe that the People of that 
Country are fo heakhy, that they generally live 
till thejr are a -Hunted and twenty Years old, 
which IS almoft twice the Age of other Mornds. 
This he aicnbes to their exquiiite Temperance 
and Moderation in all Things, as alfb to the Dry- 
nefs of the Soil, and to the Force of certain 
Winds, which continoally iweep the Air of this 

delc&a- 
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ciekaab^ R^on, and purge it of all hurtful Qiiali. 



If ever it be thy Fortune to fee this Perfon, he 
will acquaint tl>ee with ajireat many more debghtful 
failages, which it- would be too tedious for me to 
infert in a Letter ; beiides my Memory is trcdche* 
^rqus, aad I often forget thofe Things at one Time, 
•which I remember at another: But if thoa art folli- 
citotts to hear more^ I will oblige thee with all 
^hat I can call to mind of this TravtHer^ in another 
Letter. 

In the mean time, make a right ufe of theie 
JHjnts, and weieh one Thing with another, examine 
all Thin« without Prejudice or Partial!^. IVulk 
JBo Man^s Keaibn but thy own in Matters of ^ dirpu- 
.table Nature, fincc thou hafl as much Right to die* ^ 
xide the Controveriy, as any Man. And thus thott 
.wilt never become a Bankrupt laReligion. 

' Paris, j^hof the ift M90H, 
oftbeTeari€66. 
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LETTER V. 

^0 Mohammed, >Haygi, JDcryicb Ere- 
mite of Mount Uriel in Arabia the 
Happjr, 

AS I think, ' this is the laft of my Hoars in this 
World, and the firft of a new life, whieh}! 
^ihall commence in ImmnrtalTty : I.perceive, that 
atit/Atal Period^ the Moment of Tralfi/rMigratimy fet 
hyDefihyf is approathing. The Cr«^i of my Blood 
is diuolving apace ; my Spirit halUms to get loofe 
from thefe mortal Chains : I feel my Soul^rying ai^d 
jilretching her Wings, preparing to take her eternal 
Tlight to the Region aifon'd her by G d. and^atunr. 
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I have not Prefumption enqfjgh to hope for para- 
Jttkt nor am I abandoned to Defpair, as to con- 
(Clude I (hall go to Hell. T rather believe, Aaraf^ 
JOT the Place qT Prifons^ will be mjr Portion ; iii re- 
gard I fear the Evils which I have been guilty of 
are not aver balanced by my good Anions. 'Tis 
well if Virtue has counterpoisM Vice in the Courfe 
lof this mortal Life. ' However, I am reiign^d, and 
commit my fclf to the In^u^ent Creator of aU 
. Things, who will not fail to difpoie of me accord- 
ing to the Order which he has ellabli{h*d in the 
JJni'verfe, 

Methinks^ were I even in Hetty 1 conld not for- 
bear ^railing that FouafaiH of all Tbif/gs, I would 
teach the De^ih and DatntCd a new -LefTon of Pa- 
tience and Contentednefs,' of Humility and Devo- 
tion, of Generc^ty and Love, amidfl their tramen- 
jdous Torments; i would furvey with an Indiffe- 
rence becoming a True Believer ^ the Horrid Afyfu 
^Xt\i all its dreadful Vaults and Apartments. I wou^d 
coniider the wonderful Architecture of thofe Infer- 
* nal Prifons, the inexpugnable Strength of the Walls i 
their prodigious Thicknefs and unmoveable Fafl- 
aefs ; I would contemplate every TJiine with the 
Reaibn of a Fbilofofher^ and the Piety jpfji Mujut- 
ma0, not tpflng my felf Pp to the Paifions of a Fool^ 
and an Inndel. 

All this I imagine were eafy to perform in tho(e 
^tal Caverns, and much more, but God knows how 
the Experience of . (uch an intoUerable Anguifh and 
Reftnunt might altera Man*s Mind, 

However, I find it Medicinal to think of the 
laft and worft Things, to be always prepar'd for 
Death, and whatfoever fhall follow it: For, Sur- 
prizes are ape to umnan us, and plunder us of our 
Reafon. I was in the Height of a violent Fever, 
•when I began this Letter ; yet now 'tis abated, and 
'J palpably feel the gentle Returns of Health and 
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Life. This is owing, in my Judgment/ to the real 
Belief I h^d, that my laft Hour was come, which I 
have fo long expeded. And I couM almoft perfuade 
my Celf, that I (h^l difperfe a thoufand Maladies^ 
recover out ot the moH dangerous Paroxyfms^ and 
prolong my Days to old Age^- by the meer Force of 
thefe Contemplations. 
. My Faith in this Point is grounded on Experience : 
Fori Jiave oftiea foui\jd»' that to be arm^d againH: 
Calamities with an even Mind is either a fure Way 
to avoid them,^ or at leaft to protradl' the Seafon 
of their Arrival. And if there were nothing elfe* 
in*t, but the rendering ''em more cafy when they 
come, it were worth any Man^s Pains to try the Ex- 
periment. 

. Doubtlefs, there is no Terror in Death, biit what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. 'Tis as plcafant 
for a thinting ^an to die as to live, if it be only for* 
tfaisReafon, that in his PaiTage from the Life he had' 
led before, he (hatll not have bare naked Ideals for' 
his Contemplation ; btit Matter of Fa£l, and the 
xnoft important, ^hat ever employed the Souls of 
Men. 

O admirable ^/o^^ir, confider with* thy felf, whe-; 
ther it will not be highly grateful to thy languifliing. 
Soul, when thou (halt perceive demonftratively, by 
the infellible.£«//&y«*«/iV of th/ trembling Pulfe, 
that thou art jufl ready to be releasM from the de- 
ceitful Sophiftry of human Life ! that thou art near' 
efcaping from a narrow Cage to be upon the Wing" 
at. large, to fly into the ample Fields of Beauty,^ 
Light, and endlefs Happinefs : Refleft alfo at the' 
fame time, O holy Eremite, that I ihou'd think it 
no Pain to be freed from my Confinement to a flink-' 
ing Neft of /»^/(f/f . 

But why fliould I give them that reproachful Epi- 
thet, when for aught i know, I am a greater Infidei 
my felf? 'Tistrue, indeed, I am of the Lineage 

, L 3 ^ of 
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of Ibrahim^ Ifmael, and the holy Race ; I bear in 
my Body the Seals of s| Divine League or Covenant 
between God and Man^ I was circumcifid in doe 
Time, and gave fupreme Glory to one Uod» and 
Honour to Mahomet his Meffenger, I pronounced 
the Se<oen Mjjieriou* Wordi^ whofe Sound excites 
the Harmony of the Spheres ^ ftXi the Angels a dan-^ 
cingy puts all Nature intd Motion, and makes the 
Devil 2^ dtvS as a Beetle. Nay, as our Hofy DoBors 
teach, the very Breath with which that facred Con- 
feiEon is utterM, blows the Aihes of Hr// into the 
Eyes of the DamiCd^ and flH&es them blind. In a 
wordy I have failed, prayed, given alms, and per- 
formM all the external budes of a 7rue Believer ; yet 
I have rcfifon to fear, that the bell of my pious Ac- 
tions are not fufficient to cancel my Sins. My Prac- 
tice runs counter to my Faith \ there feems to be a 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and 
theother forcing me to Evil. For, whilft I real]3r 
in vskf Heart believe the Jlcoran^ and obey Mahtn 
met, our Hoh La^wgiver^ 1 am compePd to deny 
both, to proreis the Life and Manners of a Nasatrewe^. 
to oounterfeit an Infd^ and do a thoulknd other ilt ^ 
Thing?, to pleafe the Grand SigniorSind his Slaves. , 
Thus I play fail and loofe with Gqd Almighty, 
and turn Religion i<ito Cro/s-Pi^rpo/ks. Yet Heetvet^ 
knows, that X obtell all the Elements to witndr^ 
that I would fain be innocent, and Mxe. in mibje- 
mifhM Virtue : But the fatal Neceflities I lie under, 
conltrain me to a perpetnat Courfe of Vice. Which 
makes me fometiraes cry out in the Agonies of my 
Soul, O God f / pnrf thee either to alter ny Cir- 
etprzfiartces, and reform my Nature^ or" make new 
hnivs more eajy to he kipt» 

Venerable and Patient Solitary^ bear with my im- ; 
portunate Complaints ; and remember, that tho""' 
thou art as an Angel for thy Ferfeftions, yet Mab^ 
mut is but a Maij, fubjed to a thottland Frailtiea. 

Pity 
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Pity him, and continue ta ailbrd him thy fage Coun* 
iel ; reft alfo afiUred^ that among all his Infirmities^ 
he ftill retains invibUe Afi<^ion5« and dutiful Re<* 
gard fta the Tenets of Go d*i Prophct4 

Paris,. %tdrfthi z4 Moam^ 
rfibi Ttar 1 666. 

LETTER VI. 

To the Kainaacham. 

XHOy mxffi reporjt it to the DinfanToT% 
Certainty, that mirammud the Son of the 
jLirifh at ^//a» i^ taken Prisoner by the French. 
That bold Youth has long rov*d the Seaa uocoa- 
trool'd ; has done many IqjjitIqs to the Chriftians^ 
fiird SatUi with Slaves : Now he himfelf is become 
a Captive. Such is the Fortune of War by Sea and 
Land ; to-day ttiumphant and vfftorious, to-mor- 
row vam^uiflbM and in Chains. 

Yet he loft not his Honour with his Liberty, ha- 
ving bravely defended his Veflel, and ftrew*d th^ 
Decks with {Uu||^hter*d French ; till overpowered 
with Numbers, he was compelled to yield. His 
Enemies extol his Courage, and the Greatnefs of his 
Mind, which would not fink under the PreiTure of 
this Misfortune. He feem*d to have the Command 
of himfelf (which is the mpft glorious ViAory) 
and fufier*d not his Free-bora Soul to be ted Cap- 
tive by his Pafiions ; bat behaved himfelf with fuch 
an even Temper, as placed him above the Pity of 
his Enemies, and rather made him the Snbje^ of 
their Emulation. He is brought to the Court, 
where he is entertained as a GueS, father than as a 

L 4 Priibner^ 
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Prtfoner: Being invited to their Banquets, Ma&s, 
Vlays, and oiher Divertifements. Neither is he 
^ebarr'd the Privilege of Hunting, which might 
give him the fjMrell Opportunity to efcape. But he 
is ignorant of the Language of this Country ; and* 
few of the French underftand Morefco : So that it is 
almofl impoflible for him to make any Party, or 
omfult his Flight, uolefs the King*s Interpreter 
fhould ailiA him. Befides, the French have a higher 
Opinion of his Generofity, than to apprehend fuch 
an ungrateful Return of the Royal Ufage he finds ia 
this Court. 

As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himfelf 
ibnown to this brave Captive. But if the Miniiters 
of the Divan ihouid think it the Intereil or Honour 
of. the Sublime Porte to engage in this Affair, I 
want but a Commijpon to fet mirammud fafe itfhore 
in Africh, 

I will not hazard any thing in an Affair of this 
Importance, without an Order from my Superiors, 
"When their Pleafure is once known, the Execution 
Ihall be fwift. I wait for thy Commands, as for a 
Decree of Defliny, which cannot be repealed. 

The God of our Fathers, who multiply*d the 
Seed of IJhmael as the Grafs of the Field, and gave' 
them the Sovereignty over many Nations^ grant that 
the Sublime Porte, which is the Nurfery of the 
, Faithful, may always take fuch Meafures as ihaU 
advance the Interefl of the Mu£klman Empife» 

Paris, ij^th of the ^d Moon, 
of the Tear 1 666, 



LET. 



VoL VL a Spy ^?/ P a r i s. 225 

LETTER VIL 

Ti? Hamel Muladdin, Xcriph e?/ Sallee, • 

TH Y Son is no longer 2LCapti've, but a Conquer 
rof ; His firft Appearance before the Ladies 
of this Court was an Equivalent to his Rahfom. He 
is like to do theejgreater Service by his Chains, than 
when he ranged the Seas. His Beanty may do more 
Mifchief in France than all thy Ships of War ; 
iince it hath already created fuch Rivalfhips and Fac-* 
tions among the Fair Sex, as engages the French 
Gallants on many unhappy Rencounters ; and in a^ 
little Time it will be dilicalt. for the interefted 
Sparks :to meet and part with unfheath'd Swords* 
Libels and Panegyricks divide the Studies of the 
Wits ; while one flatten, another lampoons the 
amorous Females ; and Mirammudt the illuftrious 
Slave, is all the Talk. In a word, he finds Royal 
Ufage, having the Liberty of the Court ; and all are 
pleased with his graceful. Deportment, and nodifr 
gulfed Converfation. Every one afieds his Com- 
pany, and he has the Fate of Princes, Never to I4 
alone. His Skill in Riding and throwing the Lance» 
has inflamed the noble Youth with martial Emula^ 
tions. They edeem Mirammud the mod accom-r 
plifli'd Perfon of this Age. 

Can^d thou now repine at thy , Son*s glorious 
Thraldom ? A Captivity that loads him with for ^ 
many Honours ? That lays his Conquerors at his 
Feet, and fubdues all Hearts to his matchlefs Per^ 
fedions? his Followers find Friendihip amon^ 
the jtnfide/s for his Sake : *Twere to be wi(hM thafi 
equal Humanity were fhew'd to the Chrifiian Slaves 
in Barbary, I tell thee, thy Son is fo admired and 
l9v^, that all thy Trearurei;:annotredoem him. Th^ 

L 5 * Fien:^ 
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French are geucrous, apd fcQrn to &11 the Brave for 
Gold. They will fooAer give chee^ tlif Son again» 
cxpe^ing from bis Gratitude a Recomjpence furpaf- 
fiog xht Value of Money ; tJuMi is, an m^Maiik ofi- 
ferving the Conditions of Peace, which, they fay^ 
thou hafl fo often broke. Thy Amii^adbrs titesc^ 
peAed bene, to confiunmate a laiUii^ Frieadflitp. 
When that is done, thou wilt quickly fte thy Soft 
feturn, attended by a numerous Tratb of FrtmeJ^, 
who have vow*d to follow hia Fortune tbroiigb tbc 
World, fo long as he dxawsnot his Cymetar ag^inft 
tiietr King. 

I have difpatcVd an Account of this Adventure 
t9 the Kaimacbmm^ that fo thejkhlime Fortg, whicli 
gnres the Law to adl the Kings on Earti^ mOky ha$^ 
xeft itfelf on thy Behalf. The FratcA kem to have 
Zr profound Attach to the 0tt9snan Empire : Whether 
it proceeds not more from Fear, and the Princi- 
ples of Policy, than from any real Love to the 
muffulmats. I will not determine. They fpeak re* 
verently of the Grand Signior, covet his Fnendfhip, 
and applaud the victorious Enterprizes of the Trmi 
Belie*vers. Indeed they are naturally a martial PecH 
pie, and honour aU Men of brave Spirits and daring 
Kefolutfons. They have this particular Reafon alia 
to bear Friendfhip to the Invimihle Ofmans^ becanie 
we are almoil continually in Wars with the Houie 
of Aufiria^ the old Enemy of France, The Germans 
are won; to fay, That the Dragon^ Head and 7ait 
are in conjunction, when the fusrUs and Hoi^ French 
kivade their Emph-e ait the ^^vnt 'ilme. . TIefe are 
numbered amof^glt the ConBellat4$ns by Mmlegirs^ 
to which the Germans aUude in this Proverb \ bein^ 
ever jealous of fome private Treaty between the 
Snitan and the French Coiert,. 

God, who is the Wifefl of the Wifef^, isilrua 
tfcec toadM thy ]>iSatw(St» happily with this noble 

Na. 
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Nation, tkat lb tho» m&j'Ar fee tl^ Son again in 
Peace at Sallee. 

of$k$ Xior 1 666. 
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LETTER VIIL 

ffi Pcfteli Halj» bis Brother^ Matter^ 
/i&^ Cuftotns tf/ Conftantinople. 

UPO N my Word, thy Letter caiM^m a. critical 
Hoar, ro prevear, Ibr aught I know* mora 
Milcheif than coald haivo been refBtf'dagfiia^ali thf 
Pays of my Lifb'. I llAve Iwt jiill takenr my Sye^ c^T 
fhrniit; ai^fttFen'ioP&Fpev, to exptfefi »y TKaaks 
to thee for t|ie Cave thoa takfell of thy exii'd Brptker i 
for the Pbft goe» this Night, and I have appeimed tq 
meet Elrachim the yttv witkfoaie JrmfWMr wkh* 
in thefe few Minates. It had been an imfprtunatQ 
Mcecmg for me, had not thiy Di^tch come fo op. 
portmiefy to give me warnhng of oar Coufm S^fy* 
man's PerfidjT: For thefe Fntr^dCafs 2aBt\i\^ Spiea 
and Confidenti. The back Btowi of Tagot^ i^fgidbtr^ 
and the Great Di^ he upon him and them. What 
have I done to that ungrateful Villain, to merit fuch 
ill bflces frojfi him i But upon thee be the Meroes 
of God, the Favours of his Piophet, and the &ne-< 
didUons of all good' Men and Angsla: For thou art 
to me as one of the A^atehaiv atmne,, flMfe than a 
brother : Thou art the Tutelar Geniut of toy L^^ 
my good Daemon in Time of Danger. 

We had defign^d this Evoiing for a private Bani- 
quet of Wine, which, thou knoweft, d^ates thf 
marta of Mortals^ unlocks Secrets, and makes the 

L 6 moft 
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moft referv-d Man in the World too talkative and 
open. 

I keep as great Guard upon my Tongne, per- 
haps, as another ; but God knows how fu I might 
have been tempted hj fuch good Company, to let 
it loofe for the Sake of Difcoorfe : For thefeFel- 
• lows are foft as the Air in their Addrefs and Con- 
verfation ; they appear as innocent as Santonesy iin- 
cere as HaigPs^ loyal and coartly as the Pages of 
the SeraiP. They would wheedle ninety-nine of Jr^ 
gus*s Eyes out of hb Head fucceffively, before he 
milled one. 

They came firfl to Paris as Merchants ; and no 
doubt but Sofyman had given 'em InilrddUons how 
io infinoate into EJiacJnm^s Acquaintsmce, and fo by 
Degrees into mine. For that honeil ^^<»;. trades 
ivith People of all Nations and Characters. 

However it be, I remember the very Words which 
•thou inferted^ft in thy Letter, were fpoken by me 
in Company with thefe Infidels. But I ihall find a 
Way to be even with them, and Socman too, before 
they*ll dream of it. '■ 

' In the mean ti^ne, I pray heartily, that if ever it 
fhall be thy Misfortune to be in the like Peril ; De- 
ftiny or Chance, Providence or Fate, may raiie fome 
Friend to give thee a Caution* and that thou may*ft 
not, with the unhappy dt/ar, negled to read it in 
Time^ 

I'm now. going to encounter thefe Giafers ; per/* 
Iiaps I fhall catch 'em in their own Snares. If not, 
I'll fecare they ihall not catch nie. 

Dear Pefieli, may thy Sottl repofe under the Pro^ 
tedionofGoD. 



* Paris, iftffthitth Moon, 
of tbt Tiur 1666. 
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LETTER IX. 

^0 Dgnet Oglou. 

TO whom ihoald I complain in my Adverfity, 
but to my Friend ? I have been more em- 
barals*d within thefe two Moons, than throagh all 
the former Coarfe of my Life. Troubles of divers 
kinds throng in upon me. I feem like a Butt os^ 
Mark, whereat every Species of Mijfirtune, like a 
Ikilful Archer, direds the fatal Arrows of its Ma-, 
lice. I am near ov^rwhelm*d with Calamities. Hea- 
ven and Earth are fet againft me, and all the Ele- 
ments confpire my Ruin . Yet no Perfecution ap«^ 
pears fo terrible as that of Men, nor any AfRidlio^ 
fo poignant as that which proceeds from the Ingra*- 
titnde and Perfidy of my own Countrymen, Peifons 
related to me by Blood. 

Aee and much Sickneis have confinM me to my 
Bed for a confiderable Time, which is no fmall Al* 
loy to human Happinefs. But to render me per'' 
fehly miferable, the Minifters of the Porte are 
angry with me for being old and infirm, and for 
not continuing to fcrve the Gtand Signior with the 
fame Vigour and Strength as formerly : Elfe what 
mean the frequent Reproaches they fend me, whilH 
I am not in a Condition to anfwer them, or make 
an Apology for my felf ? Would they have me im- 
mortal, and Proof againft the Strokes of Deiliny 
and Death, which thou know'fl are unavoidable Y. 
When I was in my Prime, healthy and flrong as an 
Eaele, they encou^ged me with the faireil Pro*" 
mites if the World, telling me I fhould never want 
fbr Money, or the ProtefHon of the Grand' Siguhn 
Yet even then I receive^ not my P^nfion without 
Murmurs and obfcure Menaces. So hard a Thing 
ts it for Courtiers to be touched with any Man^s 

Necef- 
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Neceffities. But liQV they threaten plainly to ftop 
all forther Stmlies» onlefs I wili grow young 
again, and do Bufine^ as brifkXy a» when Vd nam- 
ber*d but thirty' Summers. Thus they ferve poor 
Mabmutt aa we ufe Orangos and Lemons, whofe 
vital Spirit when we have fuckM ou^ we throw 
the refi away as unprofitable. Yet not one of them 
will cootribote in the leaft to my Recovery. On- 
ly the generous Cmra Halit, our beloved Friend; 
hearing of m^ Malady^ fent me a ftrange chymt'^ 
euiLUfoou with the celebrated Cott/eSion El Raxi, 
fome Mizaar^ and the moft precj9tts Balm of G/« 
Uadi all preparM to my Hand, with DireAions^ 
and fcalM with an autfaentick Signet. 

Thele indeed had a marvellous Operation on me. 
I tried them but Yeflerday, and find my felf Aid* 
denly reftor^d to fome Degrees of Health, as by 21 
Miracle. Whether it be the vafl Gfteem I have lor 
that excellent Phyfician, with the Confidence I re- 
pofe in his Skill and Judgment, has had fonic la* 
fluence on me, or what elfe I know not ; (yet wft 
iifed to obfervei that the Padent*s good Opinion oi 
his Phyfician is half a Cure : ) However, thofe fo- 
yereign Medicines have infpired me with a new 
Energy : And had I not other Afiidtions to Break 
my Heart, I could dlmoi promife my felf to reach 
the Age of Nifior. But my unfortunate Stars will 
have it other wife, and I am mignM to Defliny. 

Thou knofw*ft my Cou£n Sofyman the 7uriant- 
Makiif^ and art no Stranger to his Humours and 
Fortune f what an unfettled Man tie has. been m 
the whole Courfe of his Life; that no £mploy* 
ment could ever pleafe him, nor he be long fo*d 
in anv Place. How he has rambled from Comfian^ 
iitiople to Scmtarip from thence to Cbalcedon^ te. 
always mar muring againU Heaven, and complain- 
ing of his hard rate, in that be was not bred a 
Coitrt^, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing but 

what 
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wKatWrcaHy is. Thon art acquainted alfo with 
ibme of his religious OpriceSy how he is addiA- 
cdtodotBg che Hook, making the tri{>pte Encr» 
and tt) a thouiaad other foolim Superititions ; b]r 
w1iich» whilfl he afpires at the Chara£ler of a Sage, 
or a cunnini; Man, he renders himielf more con* 
teniptible thaa ah Idiot, fovfeiting the Efieem of 
all Wife andjgxid Men, for the Sake of a Kttle 
Fame and no^ Chaia^br among the empty giddy 
Multitude. 

But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger 
to his fecret Malice, and the Rancour with which 
he perfecuted me, his poor exird Uncle. I my 
lelf waa deceived by the fubtE Apology he made 
iome Yean agio^ for the Slanders his Tongue had 
utter'd ; whea he transferrM all the Guilt of that 
Injury on Shi^im^ Ifibam^ thc'^S/aci EuHtuh^ and 
Iciingi Cap Uglani, Mafter of the Pages. But now 
l*m convinced he is a Tray tor, a Villain, and a Pel* 
low void of Faith and Honeftv. 

I received a Letter from him within thefe ievea 
Days, full of tender and infinuating Expreifions, 
thankine me for all the good OiSices I had done 
him, and for my feafooable Counfel in ieveral Cafes : 
ProfefCng alio at the &me Time an inviolable 
Frtendihip, and that he would make it his ftudy 
to do me fome efledtual Service. Yet the next 
Poft brought me a Difpacch from my Brother Pe- 
Jte/i Ha/if wherein he bids me (}eware ofSofyman^ 
a^uring me, that he had good R^aibn to iufpeft 
that Couifiin of mine had Tome ill OefigH upon 
xne. This ia certain, fays my Brother, S^/ymaM 
l)oafts to his Familiars, not without fonve Indilt, 
that there is not a Word or Adion efcapes his 
Uncle Mahfttut at Parity but he is foon informed of 
it at ConfiantinopU. And that which confirms me 
'VA tBe {amc Jealoufy with Fefteli^ is. That he inferts 
in his Letter to me fome Pai&ges and Dicourfes 



z^z Letters IFrif hy Vol, VL 

Verhatim^ which I muft needs own to have been be- 
tween me and Eliacbim the Jenv^ with two or three 
Arminian Merchants^ in our moft private Meetings 
at Eliacbifn^s Houfe or my Chamber. Thefe he 
learnt from fome of Soljman's moH intimate Com* 
panions. 

What can I make of all this, but that thefe Jr- 
tmmaiti axcof S^fymaft*s Conncil, his Privado's, his 
Chronees, &c. whom, having Bufineis of their own 
at Paris^ that perfidious Wretch h^ engaged to pry 
into my Secrets, to give him a conftant Account of 
what Difcoveries they make, and if poffible to tre- 
pan me into feme irrecoverable Error in my Condud, 
that fo he may finally ruin me. 

O Mahomet ! What is become of the Reverence 
due to thy Jacred Vame^ tor thy La<voy and to the 
'Book pcnhM in Hea^ven ? Where is the Muffmlman 
Faith 4nd Integrity f The religious Faftnefs of 
Friendihip, with which our Fathers propM up one 
another in the Service of God and the Empire of 7'rue 
Beliewers ? Bat there is no need of exclaiming againft 
Faith and Piep on this Account : Human Nature it 
felf is refponilble for the Bafenefs and Ingratitude of 
my-Kinfman. He no longer deferves the Charadler 
of a Man. I advife thee to (hun his Company as a^ 
Fed, a walking Contagion among Mortals. 

In a word, dear Dgnet, let not thou and I fufler 
our felves to be carried away by a vain Pity or Ten^ 
dernefs for any Man, tho* he be the Son of a Mo- 
ther's Sifter, fince there is no Truft in Flefh and. 
Blood : But let us learn the Maxims of French Wi/- 
dom, which teach Men to lay the Foundation of thei^ 
own Happinefs, in fmiling at the Misfortunes o£- 
others. . ' 

Paris, \^h'ofihe6thM9on, 
o/theTeari666. 
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LETTER X. 

^o Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Secret' 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

ir% E S I D E S the general Charaaera of Countries. 
1 3 and the People inhabiting there, it is neceilary 
for thee to be informed of particular Emergencies^ 
and fuch Events as deferve a Place in the Eternal Re^ 
cords of the Ottoman Monarchy^ the Fifth and Lad 
in the World. That fo the Minifters of the At^ufi 
bi'vartf the deflin*d Arbitrators of the Uni*verje,. 
ytidges of all Human Affairs^ and Coun/etlors of the 
Great Sultan^ may in ^t f acred Code^ as in a Mir- 
ror, behold whatever happens in the diHant Climates. 
worthy of Remark. 

After the Salutations, therefore proceeding front 
profound Humility, entire Reff>ecl, and perfedl 
Friendfhip, know that a devouring Peftilence has 
lately made a fatal Decimation in the Englijh Terrl-, 
tories, efpecially in Zr9»^, the Capital City of that 
IJland, where above a hundred thouiand Souls, (truck 
with Invincible Darts from God, went off the 
Stage of Human Life, in lefs than Six Moons Revo- 
lution. 

Th^ dire Contagion by Degrees fpread farther 
through the adjacent Provinces , and reachM the 
moft remote and folitary Comers of the Land ; 
Death fet his Standard up, proclaiming open War 
againft the Inhabitants ; with flying Troops of 
mortal Plagues, he ravag*d over the Ifle, filling all 
Parts with doleful Cries and Lamentations; The 
Cemeteries were not lar^e enoueh to hold the Car- 
cafTes of fuch as fell berore theareadful C^^^tt^r^r:, 
But open- Fields were tum'd to Sepulchres, and 

crammed 
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cnmmM with Spoils^f homan Race : An aniverfal 
Defolation reigjyd : Death celebrated cruel Triumphs 
every where. 

Such as pretend to Jftr9logy and hidden Sciences, 
will have this to be an HSki of the late Comef 
which appeared at the £ni of the Year i66a, whilil 
others attribute it to. nearer Natural Caufes ; and 
fome conclude it is a Judgment fent from Hea*ve» 
on that Rebellions People, who a few Years belme 
had involvM the Nation in a Civil War, and bai^ 
harouHy maflacred the King. God only knows 
the Truth that is coHceaPd from Man. 

Thou may^ft regiiler alfo. That the ^eert- 
Mother of Frame is newly dead, and the Crook- 
^ackM Pfinceof Contu On which Account, thiai 
Court is now in Moumi)Dg, and the Churches hung 
with Black, which mehmcholy Bdls perpetually 
invite the Living to pray fc»- the deceafed Royal 
Souls; and deep'baTsM Organ-pipes breathe out 
inceiDiiit doleful Afpirations, founding like inarti- 
culate Prayers, and funeral 3ighs for the Departed,; 
In this the NoKorenes approach near to the Faith 
of Thic Believers. They give Alms alfo, as we 
do, and fettle Stipends on certain Priefts and Der- 
viches, to mumble over daily Mafles for the Dead ; 
which is an evident Sign, that they have Hopes 
of Immortality, and look fdr the Refurre^tton. 
Doubtlefi, ''there^s fomethiue; Good at the Bpttom 
of all Religions, though it be overlaid with Errors 
and Corruptions. 

God dire£l us through the Meanders, which 
Human Fraitty involves us in i and , grant every 
Mujfulman a particular Chart and Compafs, where- 
by to Acer his Courie- thro* the uncertain Trails 
of mortal Life; that he may at lait arrive in Pa« 
radife. For we (hall never find the Way thither 
by general Rules. 

lUuf. 
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lUttdrioQS Bamef, I pray that thou and I ma^at 
a deftinM Hoar encoimter erne onoth^r in the 
"Walks of Edefr, there to canrerfe iinder immortal' 
Shades near to ibme -warMing Stream of matchlefs 
Wine or Watery to rerolTe our paft Fatigues on 
Earthy and to carefi ontfelTes in the Security ef 
cndlefs Blifi. 

Pafis, J ^ih $f tbe jik Mnmp 
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LE-^TER XI. 

To Nathan Se» Siiddi» a Jew at Vienna. 

^^T^H OXT andrthy ifeignM MeMas be damn*d togc- 
X ther for Company I Mnft I be baulk'd^ of my' 
Money for the Sake of your new S'uperfthion f- Hoir 
many Meffias^s hiave ye had; Twenty five at leaff» 
befides the Soft of Maryy who is adcnow]ed^*d and 
brefs*d for ever ? Muft alt the World be bubbled tv 
Etemi^ by the Fables of your Nati'oir t CuHc upoa 
your Rahhrs and Ccchamsy theft Piihps to the more^ 
religious Debaucheties of Mortals. NathdH^ I took 
thee ifor another M^ner of Man. However^ if thou 
art a fworn Servant to SoBBari St*vi the new SBa/ff- 
Kingofikt^ews, I have nothing to fay to it : Do 
as thoii wilt. Fut, I dar« be a mphec fo far as ta 
tell thee, thou wift be curfedty left in theXurch* 
with the reft pf the Fools, thy bigotted Bi-ethren. 
Let what will' be, it bbhoves thee as an honieft Maa- 
to tran&iit the Bills that ai^ entruHed to thee. 
Whether SahhaiiSe^i, Ben JofepK or Ben Da^vidhe 
the Name of your expeOed me^as, I would not . 

have 
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hav«. Ben SaJdl degenenne. Continue thoa Faith- 
fuly and the few others that, are' entrufted with the. 
Sublime Affairs : And let all the reft of the Common,- 
y^twi go to Gehetnta, or to the Faie of Tophet which- 
you pleafe. But I would fain have thee in the Num* 
ber of the Righteous, whp fhall .poiTeis Paradife. 
Some of thy Letters have encouraged me to hope 
for thiS) but thy laft makes me ajmoft defpair of 
feeing Uiee happy either i»43W/ World or the Next : 
Tor, thou wriceft like one in a.Frens^, raving on 
Chimera^s of ftrange Honour, Glory and Power, 
which thoa (halt mortly enjoy in ^tke 4^tngdom of 
thy Fantaflick Mejfas ; thou art already a Prince io^ 
thy own Copceit 

For God's Sake, Nathan, wean thy felf from- 
thefe. religious -Fondn^iTe^ : Awaken thy- Reafon; 
which is the diftinguifhin^ Chara6^er of a Man., 
fjcamme the Grounds of this new Dilution, 4 faMcl^ 
into the Birch.and Qrigin pf S'ahiati Sehiy and thou 
wilt find- him todefcend of an pbfcure and bafe Pa^ 
rentage ; his Father being but a Kind of mun^rel' 
yew, and by Profeflion an Uferer, which is forbid 
by the written L&w€f'Mo/es, and la the Great Ah- 
coran itis accounted Execrable ; His Mother a Wo- 
man of the Curds^ fufpoSied for a Watch, . in regard 
xhoft of tha& Iniidel Nation pra£iice Magick Arts, 
and Diabolical Charms. And *tis not altogether 
improbable, that your counterfeit Meffias was edu- 
cated privately by her in the fame Studies, . whence 
he learned the Methods of Enchantments and Illu- 
fions, to deceive-^the Senfes, ^nd impofe on the Rea^ ; 
fon of Mankind. ...... 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more^ 
Eyes on him and his Adlions,^ than he is aware of ; 
and I myfelf at this Diftance have receivM a par<- 
ticular Relation of his Life, from fuch as knew him 
a Youth at Smyrna, the Place of his Nativity. He 
is accufed of many Vices and Extravagancies during 

his 
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his early Years. His CoriTerladoa was wild and dif- 
i<^ute» being a noted Inamorata or Stallion over all 
that City. For which» and ibme other Crimes, ha 
was expeird the Synagogu$i and haniih'd from Sntyr" 
na^ by the mutual Confent of the Mujfulman Cadi, 
and your own Rulers. He was alfo excommunica- 
ted by the Rabins as a Heretick» for broaching cer- 
tain Do£lrines repugnant to your Law, and the ge- 
neral Fahh of xYktJnAu. All which cannot but be 
prevailing Rec^nmendadons of him.to the Office of 
Meffiai or King of IfraeL 

From thenc6 he rambled up and down the l/UrttL 
and other Provinces of Gntcty leaving a Memorial 
of Infamy, - wherever he fet his Foot : continually 
marrying and divorcing of Wives, debaochinfl; of 
Virgins, and ftoqoenting the Compfitny of Harlots, 
till thofe Countries gl-ew weary of him, and threat- 
4ied to chafti(e his Wickednefs. Then he pafs'd 
over into Syria , and Palefiifiey beginning to fet up 
for a Reformer of your Law, and at Jcmfahm o- 
penly profeffin? himfelf to be a Meffias ; whereby 
4ie drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and frantick People 
after hhn. But as for the Seniors «nd Governors, 
'they have rejeded him as an Impoftor. 

Confider, Haihatt^ the Fate that befel^^ffCorifrtfj, 
as he caird himfelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 

f'etended to be the Meffias in the Days of Adrian^ 
mperor of the Ramans \ refledb on the Calamities 
which overwhelmed him and his Followers, to the 
•N^umber of Four hundred thoufand Je^s\ who 
all fell with their falf* Propbtt, Sacrifices to the 
juil Revenge and Fury of that incensed Monarch : For 
they had impudently boafled, that by fuch a pre£xM 
Time, he ibould be taken Captive and depos*d 
from his Throne by the MeiCas, who (hould afiUme 
the Imperiil Dignity, _ and all the World (hould 
•obey him. But when thofe who furviv'd the 
Skughter .of their. Brethren, refieded o^ the Au- 
thor 
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«lior of fa tm&od % C^iitafir9fii, they chai^M hk 
l^mctn CoBfieff»pc Md Hayed, calling; him no 
lonser Bm C^ckmK tte Son of a Star, but Bar Cm- 
»ita, theSonofaXk,. ib FaUe Prx^hct. andSeda- 
iccr of the Brohceii. 

Thoa kift aU the Rmfen in the Worlds to have 
iioA>etiBr>QptniQa ofSaihai Sew, iiace Jxe is n^'ed- 
«d by the wifer Sort of Je^wif and has sot perform'd 
one Mincie in Confirmntion pf his pretended 
Mefiiasihip. Neidier h«» 9tny an€(»ip^iiion or |>roter- 
natural Appearance happened before or fince he af- 
*fuin*d this Dignity* Wherew aU your JR^UPj teach, 
4hat no left t^ T«n JBminent and Remarkable Pro- 
digies (hall precede the Oming of your Mcffias* .And 
i ndacmhrr thrm thy felf lUMMit Ten Years age 
ienteft me a Letternraah to the fiune £ftd,. telling 
me, that cestain )xaciMboua Sorts of Men Aoiild 
coinf (Yoovthe^ndsof the:£artb, whoieEyes fhatt 
be as venemoas as BaJ^i/ki, with a great mmy other 
Storiceoflikje-Nattirc. ^ ^ ^ 

Haft thonldf^ dii8« Naikan, or art thou fo &r 
Inlataated imb die bold InpoAur^ of t^i^ iiopii- 
<dent Deceiver, aifiNr^hss Sake, lotay thy fonner 
Faith, reverfe ^ <iN;m> Sentiments, a^difamini 
the Traditions' of thy Bpaorj;? For (hame rouze 
up thy intelleaoai i Faculties, ;and MSsr not thy 
jReafon to be InlPd afleep by the prcftigioiis Um- 
brages and^hamis of a lewd Vagrant. % Wiaard, a 

Cheat. 

Have but Patience, at k|ift» \iH thou iee thofe 
Signs accomplift'd wWdi arc tonflier in your Mef- 
fias, before thou giw up thy felf to & ibngerous a 
Credufiiy . l^ tbe Sun iurA emit thofe .pcftilential 
Vapours, which fhall kill a Million of the K^brim^ 
«r Infidtk, every Day as your Trwdiiiins threaten. 
Let that Luminary be *lfo totally ^cbpsVifor the 
Space ti Thirty Days, In a Wbrd,.fct all the 
^xher Fxodigies oome 10 fB^ wbichthoa thy felt 

didft 
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didft once fo .paffioxiaicly faeli«vc : ikad^faen I pro- 
mife thee, op the Wocdof a MmOkimmi^ dttt I will 
be thy Profklyu^ and embnoethy Law, and. adore 
thy Meffiass on Conditioji, chat otherwise thoa 
ivilt be aty Convert, believe the jl^^a, and obey 
the Meflei^er of Gtd, the Laft and Seid of the 
Piophets* 

Paris, iiAofthtx^hMMn, 



i. E T T E R XII. 
Tff the Kaimacham. 

I A M aftaid the Diikm wiH be- obliged to fend a- 
nother Agent xoFitnna^ to fupply rhe Place of 
NMPhau Bfu S^uidi, who if ranniag mad after the 
new Meffias of the Jinvs. There is no doubt bat 

Mihott and the other happy Mmrfiers, reisding at the 
gmguft Porte have hoirdof a ceruin hnpoftor at Bnepr" 
ma^ by Natne^a^^ri ^^v/, • of Hehrenv Race, who 

-calls hi9ak\(9heOnfy^ieg9itetiS9ttc/GoJ, MeJ^at, 
and Redeemer rf lfrail\ and what Multttades of do* 
ting credulons jenjot he draws after him. So that there 
is a Scbifm\yto\iit oat between them, and they are di- 
vided into two contrary Fa^iona, both in Sn^ma^ 
and all over the Lfwmt. It is impoffible that thefe 
Things ihottld be conceaPd from t^e Rejplendent Seat 
cf Fame, iinoe they have reachM even oar Ears who 
dwell at this Diftance: Nay there is hardly a Pro' 
^iftce or City in all the fTeft, which ha» not received 
Intdligenceof fo remarkable a Novelty. 

I have receivM a Difpatch from Zeidi j^amansu at 
Venice^ wherein he vn^rv^k-fttt^ that all the Je^ws of 

« liafy aK freparing to st&xikt Hefy^ Land, and to fee 

the 
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the Face of their loi^ ea^peAed Meffias, who they 
tiow beliere is lealiy^rotne on Earth, and is that 
Sabbati Sevi^ at Smyrna. They aie fetling their 
Affiursasfiiftaitheycan, acqoitdng themfelves from 
gU worldly Eogagemoits ; and thofe who are devoat^ 
give th^ifidves op to Prayer and Mortifications; 
whilft others fpend their Time in Feafting, Dancing, 
and all Manner of Mirth. He fays, feme of 
them will fit or ftand up to the Nofe in Water, for 
Four and twenty Hours together. * And this they 
do in Imitation of AdanC^ Penance, according to 
their tradition: For they are taught, that the Firft 
Father of Mortals after he was bani(h*d from Fara-- 
difi^ as a Funifhment for hia Sin, ^ood a Hundred 
and thirty Years together in Water dius reaching 
to his Noftrilsr. \ \\ . 

Others of thefe faperftitious People, will fie naked 
many Hoars together on a Heap ti^P if mires ^ dll 
they^re almoU ftung to Death. A third Sort diz 
^heir own Graves, and going dov/n into them, cauie 
themfelves to be cover'd all over with Earth, except 
only their Faces ; and in this Condition they will lie 
till they are almoU ^mifhM 1 

^ In the mean while, they fend circcdar Lettess 
from all Parts, congratulating each others approach- 
ing Happinefs and Deliverance from the Oppreflion 
jottht Gentiles : For fo they term all that are not 
of their own Nation. And in thefe mutual Addref- 
fes, they fail not to prophecy. That their Meffias 
' fhall, in fuch a Moon, go to tiic Great tyrant. King 
of the I/maeliteSf and LordofaM the'Cbildren of Mo- 
, ab and Edom ; {(o they blafpheme our glorious Sul- 
tan.) That he (hall depofe him from his Tbrone^ and 
lead him away Captive ; after which he Ihall l^tve 
the Dominions oJF Uie whole Earth laid at his Feet. 

With fuch Kind of wild Stuff, do thefe deluded 

People flatter one another and themfelves, as if in 

. a little Time they were to be Lords of all Things. So 

that 
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that no Trading or Commerce goes forward among 
them ; an univerfal Stop is put to all Baiinefs^ ic 
beine efteem'^d an inexpiable Sin, to follow their 
Trades in the Days of the Meffiasy who is to enrich 
them with the Wealth of all Nations. 

Strange Rumours are fpread abroad of the Re* 
turn of the Ten Tribes over the River ^a^^^^/Zo//, who 
were carried away Captives by Salmanajfar King'of 
Affyria^ and never were heard of £nce, till they now 
difcourfe of their being encamped in the Defart of 
Mount Sinaiy in their March to the Holy Land. 'Tis 
reported alfo, that a mighty Fleet of Ships were feen 
at S«i, whofe Sails were of Satin, and their Stream* 
ers bore the Pigiire of a Lion, with this Infcription, 
The Lion of the Tribe of Judah. 

The Cbriftians feem aftonifliM at thefe Things, yet 
fome look on them only as Dreams. As for honell 
Eliachim here, he is no more mov'd at thefe Things 
than I ; only he laughs at the Folly of the credulous 
World, and curfes the Jeius for bringing fuch Con- 
tempt on'themfelves and their Poflerity. fiut Nathan 
is like one Hag-riden,. or de£rd by the Lami^eofthQ 
Night. He has loil all Reafoi^ and *twill be no left 
than a Miracle that muft reftor& it again. 

Sage Minifier, whilil thefe execrable People thus 
k>ie themfelves for the Sake of their counterfeit Mef 
fiasf let us continue to hpnour the true One^ even 
y^jtheSonof Mtf«, mhois HKmrn^aradife, and 
our holy Prophet ^ith hiin* 



Paris, ijtrf the <)th Moon^ 
of the Tear i666. 
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LETTER XIIL 
To Murat, Baffa. 

HIS has been a conitderable Year of A€tvom 

^ ^ and Events. At the Beginning of it, 1 fcnr 

tgTthe ForJe an Account of the Death of the ^em- 

Mother of France, and of the Prince of Cwti ; now 

I will farther inform thee of a War that is broke out 

betw'een thb Crown and that of England. The Oc- 

cafion of it was this : The Engljjb and the Hollander* 

trafficking in Amerka, had had fome Mifunderftand- 

ing and Fends about the Limits of their feveral 

Conquefts in thofe remote Parts of the World. The 

Hollanders being the fb-ongefly did many Injuries 

to their Neighbours the Englijb, and domineer*d 

over them as their Lords, The EngUJh refenting this 

very heinoufly, and grown weary of thdr Oppref- 

lions^ fent Complaints to their King. He, to re- 

drefs l)js Subjefb, ordered his Refident at the Hague 

ta demand Satisfa^ion of the States. They refu^ 

to him that Juftice ; upon which, he was rofolved 

to have Recourfe to his Arms, and accordingly pro- 

claimM War againfl Hollandy making all neceilanr 

Preparations to carry it on. The fame did his Ad« 

▼eruiries. The French Xing in the mean time was 

obligM by a Treaty with the Hollanders concluded 

in the Year 1662, to efpoufe their Quarrels ; yet 

that he might not break with England rafhiy, he 

firil fent an Amhajfador to that Court, to mediate a 

Peace. But that proving ineffedtual, he prodaimM 

War againil that Nation, and commanded the Eng- 

lijh Amhajfador to depart his Kingdom. The Duke 

%l Beaufort, who is Admiral ^X. Sea, .was ordered to 

equip a gallant Fleet, and join ^e Putch Naiy ; 

w!^ch he performed with all imaginable Diligence 

and 
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and Expedition. There have been two Combats 
between thefe Enemies at Sea, and in both the Dutch 
had the worft of it : Neither did the French efcape 
without fome Lofs, having two of their greateft 
Ships feverely ihatter'd, and a third taken by the 

The Pla^ fliU rages in Entg/and^ and has almoU 
depopalated whole Provinces. Whilft a milder Death 
has robb*d France of one of her ereajefl Heroej : 
The Coant ttHar^ourt^ of whom I nave often made 
mention, is gone to celebrate the Triumphs due to 
his Valour and Fortune in another World. 

The Emperor oli Germany has at laft married the 
InfantcL df Spainy after Abundance of Demurs and 
Hefitations alx>ut that Bufinels. Thefe Na%arenes 
can do nothing with Expedition. The Jpiritual 
Courts y as they call them, have mere Tricks and 
cramp Words to amufe People with, than an Indian 
Mountebank or Juggler. Neither are fi^vereign Prin- 
ces more exempt Trom their Turifdiftion, than the 
meaneit of their Subjedls : Eipecially the Court of 
Rome can make or annul Marriages at Pleafure. 
And they are fure to be excommunicated who re- 
fufe to fubmit to their Orders. This Holy Court caa 
alfo bind or releafe Sins, open or (hut the Gates of 
Paradifiy make a De<vil a Saint, or a Saint a De'vil. 
In a word, they can do every thing if there be 
Gold in the Cafe. But if that be wanting, .they can. 
do nothing but (hrug their Shoulders. 

Thou may'fl alfo inform the Divan, that the 
French King has given Permiflion to fome of his 
Subjedb, to undertake a Con(^uefl in America, and 
eftablilh a Commerce in that Part of the World. 
Many Veflels are equipped in order to this Expe- 
dition, and they that are concerned in the Voyage, 
are as merry as Jafin and his Argonauts, when they 
were preparing to' fetch the Golden Fleece from 
Colchos. That Wefiem Continent affords immenfe 

M 2 Riches, 
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Riches, and tempts all the Nations in Europe to make 
an Experiment of their Fortane, in gaining one 
Part of it or other. 'TVere to be wilh'dit lay near- 
er to the Ottoman Empire, No Record can difcover 
the Origin of the Inhabitants, Yet moft Authors 
conjedure, that they pafsM over ftom the North- 
Eaji ?3irt9 of JJsa^ where the Streights of .^Witff are 
very narrow, aud w!piiid invite Sea-foring Men t« 
feek new Adventures. Beiides, by their oeing Ca<* 
nihals, it appears very probable, that either they 
defcended from the Tartars, or the Tartars from 
them. God alone knows how to adjuft the Di£«- 
rences, and reveal the Secrets of Hiftory, 

Brave BaJJfa, *Tis no Matter from what Stock we 
are defcended, fo long as we have Virtue ; for that 
alone is the only true Nobility. GoD regale these 
with his Favours. 

Paris, ^oth of the gth MooMj 
of the Year 1666. 
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LETTER XIV. 

?i? Peftdi Hall,, his Br (fiber, Mafier of 
the Cuftoms, and Superintendant of 
the Arfenal at Conftantinople. 

WH E N I Hear of thy Profpcrity, my Heart 
is dilated like his who has found hidden 
"Wealth. Yet I am \exy forry for the Difgrace of 
the good old Man^ thy PredeceiTor : But we muft not 
cenmre the Condud of our Superiors. The Juftice 
of their Actions is not to be calPd in Queftion. 
The Sultan cannot err. This is an eftablilh'd 
Maxim in all Monarchies, efpecially in that of tho^ 
renowned Ofmans, 

As for what relates to thee in this new Ad* 
.vance thou haft made; thy own Experience ac- 
quired by many Years Travel and Obfervation in 
foreign Countries^ added to the Knowledge thou 
haft in the Laws, Difcipline, and Cuftoms of thy 
own, will be a fufficient Guide to conduct thee 
in the Management of thy Bufmefs,. Yet defpife 
not the Couniel of others. A Man is never nearer 
to Ruin, than when he trufts too much to his own 
Wifdom. I'herefore the greatdft Emperors under- 
take nothing of Moment raftily or without Advice. 
Temerity ouens blafts the faireft Defigns. 

It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear 
of a tragical Event that has lately happened ta 
Rezan, a great City in RuJJia^ by the Blowing up 
of the Magazine. This Gunpowder does more 
Mifchief than Good in the World. The An- 
cients fought as fuccefsfully with Bows and Ar- 
iDws> Swords, and Spears, other Inftruments of 

M 3 War, 
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War, without running the Hazard of blowing up 
whole Cities into the Air in Time of Peace. And 
I hey could undermine the flrongeft Caftles, even 
thofe iituated on Rocks, without the Help of this 
infernal Duft. Nature taught *em to be Indullrious 
in defeating their Enemies, and they ipared no La- 
bour to gain theVidory. Our Fore-fathers were 
hardy and ftrong, patient of Toils and Fatigue*.: 
They cut their Way into Mountains of Stone, if any 
Place of Strength were built on it, which they had 
Occafion to befiege, And as they hew'd away that 
Part of the Rock which fipported the Walls, they 
underpropped the Foundation with wooden Pillars : 
And when they had iinifhed their Mines, they fet 
Pi re to certain combuftible Matter, which confu- 
ining thcfe Supports, the Walls and Gates that reRed 
on them funk down and left the Fortrefs naked and 
open to the Beiiegers. 

It had been well for the Inhabitants of Rezan^ 
if their City had been only thus gently difmantled 
by fome Enemy againft whom they mignt have after- 
wards employ'd their Courage to defend them/elves, 
or make Compofition. %ut, poor unfortunate 
People, they have felt a ruder Shock, an unmer- 
ciful Blow of Fate, their City being in a Minute's 
Time, without the leaft Warning, Itormed, plun-- 
dered, and laid in Heaps, by an Enemy which gives 
no Quarter. 

This Accident happen'd on the 15/^ of the lafl 
Moofty about the Hour of Ulanamifi. There were 
five hundred Barrels of Powder in the Magazine ; 
and the Force of the Blow was fo violent, that 
befides the Deftruftion of the City, or at leaft 
the beft Part of it, all the neighbouring Villages 
round about it felt its fatal Eficdlsj fome of their 
Houfes fhaking^s in an Earthquake, others failing 
to Pieces. - 

A'fiuredly^ 



Vol. VI. a Spy al F AK IS. 247 

Afluredl/y Heaven is angry with tbefe Infidels, 
and turns the very InHruments of their Defence 
and Safety into Scourges for their Chaftifement. 
I formerly fent Sa/eHf the Superintendant an Ac- 
count of the like Misfortune that bcfel the City of 
Graveiints in Flanders^ and of other terrible Effefb 
of the Wrath of Heaven in the Lonv Countries. One 
Difailer follows clofe on the Back of another ; 
yet the Jnfideh are infenfible and ftupid, as they 
were in the Days of Noab^ when the Flood 
came and furprifed all the Inhabitants of the 
Country. That Prophet gave 'cm Warning of the 
approaching Danger. He was three whole Years 
in cutting down Indian Plant-Trees, and preparing 
Planks, Beams, Pins, and other NecefTaries, and fe- 
ven Years more in Building that wonderful Ship. 
The Infideli went by daily, and faw him at. work ; 
iHit they derided the paitient Afoftle^ and taught 
. their Children to mock him, faying. Where is the 
' Water this Ship is to fail^ in ? After the Ark was fi- 
nifhM, it lay on the Ground (even Moons ^ till they 
had thrice iacri£ced fome of l^oah^ Followers to 
their Idols. 

It was perfected in the Moan of Rajeb, and in the 
Moon of Saphar was the "Decree of the Chaflifement 
iign'd, which was to be executed on all of mortal 
Race, iave Noah and the Fourfcore that were with 
him, with the two Pairs of every Species, which 
the Four Winds^ by God'^ Appointment, colledled 
together, and drove into the Ark, an4 the Bocfy of 
Adam, which was enfhrin'd and brought to Noah 
bv Angels out of the Region of Mecca. There was 
alfo Philemon the Good Priefl of Egypt with his 
whole Family. 

Jufl as the determined Day and Hour of the 
Flood was come, the Prince of the Country, Simula- 
ted by his evil Defliny, mounted his Horfe with 
ibme of his Retinue ; and having facrifi ced to 
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their Idols, rode toward the Place where Noah and 

his Company were {hut up in the Ark^ with a De- 

f gn to burn it to Aflies. He calPd out aloud^to the 

prophet with Scoffs, faying, O Noah, ivherris the 

Water in ivbicb this Ship is to /ail f It iviil h nvitB 

you incontinently, replied the holy Man, before you 

€an remove your Station, Come dunvn, thou Dotard, 

iaid the proud Infidd, othemvift I nvill burn thee 

mnd thy Companions 'with Fire. O miferable MtMy 

faid Noah, turn to God, for his J Moments are reatfy 

to hurft forth on you. 

The Prince incenfed at this, commanded his 
Slaves to put Fire to the Ark. But while he wss yet 
fpeaking, he manifeflly faw the Water guftiing out 
on all Hands round about him, and under his Feet. 
Then his Heart was troubled, and fall of Anguifh 
and Fear. He hafted to iecure himfelf with his Fa- 
mily ^nd Goods, in the Caftles which he had built 
on the higheft Mountains/ But alas f the Earth o- 
pen'd, and broke like a Spider*sWeb; fo violent 
was the Force of the Waters which boiPd up every 
where. The Clouds pour'd down vaft Catarafb 
of Rain, mixM with dreadfiil and iniltpportable 
Thunder and Lightning. The miferable Infidels 
throngM upon one another, curiing and blafpheming 
their Gods who had deluded *em. Great wa& the 
Confufion and Cry every where ; for fuch a Cala- 
mity had never been known flnce the Mom gave her 
X.ight. 1^ any were {o nimble as to reach the 
Foot of a Mountain, yet he could not afcend by 
Aeafon of Stones which fell on his Head, and Tor- 
rents of boiling Water that ran down upon him, as 
if it had come out of a Cauldron. And fuppofe he 
had reached the Top, it had been but a (hort Delay 
of his Fate ; for, in a word, the Waters fwelPd forty 
Cubits above the higheft Mountains, and all the li- 
ving Generations perifhM. 

Son 
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Son of my Mother, when thou readeft this Me- 
fttoir (for it is a Fragment of an ancient Arahick 
Writing) think on the Day of Judgment, which 
ihall fupprize the World, even as the Deluge did. 
At that Hour, the ^reateft Part of Men will not 
dream of any fuch Thing, *ti11 they fee Flames and 
Rivers of Fire burlling forth from the Springs and 
Fountains which before yielded Water, and Show- 
ers of Fire defcending from //^A<u^«, infleadof Rain. 
For the Elements wfll change their Courfes, to ac 
compliih the Decrees of him who made them, and 
to confummate the Revenge oi xht Omnipotent dk' 
£ainft Unbelievers. 

Paris, 2d of the nth Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 
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LETTER I XV. 
To Ufeph Baffa. 

SURELY, the Gods of the Englijh areiangry with 
that FeofU, and the Guardian S^tts of the IJle 
have forfook their Charge. I fent a Difiateh at the 
Beginning of this Year to Muraty Baffa } wherein I 
inrorm*d him of a deflra^ive Plague, raging at 
London, and in other Parts of the 'JVia/iVxr. That 
PefiiliHce continues QaVl, but under different Forms, 
to ailault the Living, and augment the Number of 
the Dead. 

God only knows the Origin of thcfe Epidemic 
€al Contagions f whether they derive their Pedi* 
gree from Heaven or Hell i from the Earth, ot 
any other Element, Perhaps fome latent Poifons 
in the Air, mix with the Breath of Moruls, and, 
by their lubtilc Energy, fooa diffipate the vital 

- M.5 Flame* 
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Flame of human Bodie;, like tke infeAioas Blafts of 
the Wind El-Samiel ia Arabia^ which in a Mo- 
ments Time commits a Rape upon the Lives of Tra- 
vellers, fcorching their Spirits up, and leaving on 
the Sands a black^llifF Carcafs of jelly'd Flefh, as 
tho' they have had been Thunder-flruck. Or, per- 
hs^s fome venemous Exhalations from the Minerals 
below, tranfpire through Chinks and Crannies In the 
Earth, to plunder Mortals of their Breath, like to 
the fatal Vapours in the Ca*ve of Death, not far 
from VirgiVh Grot in Italy. Or, who can tell, 
but that fome hidden Meteors above, or fome ma« 
lignant Stars may fend down whole Battalions ol 
cmpoifonM Atamsy to invade this Region of Morr 
taliti ; and in DeatbU Name, King of the World 
ln<vincibie, to claim and carry away a certain 
Number of Gbofij, prick'd down bjr \Deftinyy a 
tribute fet by Fate? However it be, that w^ole 
IJland may well be caird, at this time, the Grand 
Infirmary of Europe, where baneful Sicknefs makes 
itspublick Reiidence. The timorous Giafars run 
from Place to Place, thinking to efcape from 
Jleavef^z all fearching Purfuivants. Tkty flee 
from popular Towns to Villages ; and from thefe 
again to unfrequented Deiarts, Woods, and 
Heaths, carrying their Wives and Children with 
'em, and all the Subilance of their Houfes. The 
Roads are coverM with the Caravans (^ doubtful 
Pailengers, who dread to think of going back to 
the contagious Seats thev left behind, yet know 
not where to be receiv^a anew. So general is the 
Conftematlon, fo ftrone the Fear of thofe who yet 
furvive^ left they Ihoufd catch, the Infedion and 
die. 

Belides this, they have felt the Strokes of ano« 
ther furprizing Calam^ity : London the Capital City 
of England, being newly confum'd by Fire. It 
ft not -oertain, whether Dejhn pr Cbance firft kin^ 

dkd 
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died the devouring Element. Bot it fell oat at an- 
unlucky Seafon, when the Wind was high, and 
from its Eaftern Quarter blew the Flames full Weft, 
which fpreading North and South, demolifh*d all 
before them, laying the greateft Part of that rich 
and famous City in Afhes. 

Some afcribe this to a Flot of the Fretich ; others 
term it a Judgment of GoJ, for their Rebellion, 
Pride, and other crying Sins. Whilft with equal 
Probability, a third Sort affirm, 'twas contriv'd 
and pat in Execution by a Cabal of Carpenters and 
Mafons i who, wanting Employment, and pro- 
jetting the Method of enriching thcmfelvcs, dif- 
daining alfo the inartificial and obfolete Form of 
Buildings, refolved to put this City into a new Fi- 
gure, and raife it according ta the Models of fo- 
reign ArchiteSiure. Every one gueiles as his Af- 
fedlions incline him, or his Conjedures follow the 
Byafs of his Intereft. . Men are always psirtial to 
themfelves and the Caufe they have efpou&^d. God 
only knows the Truth. 

The Superflitious among the Roman Catbohcks 
take Occafion from the Timing of this horrible 
Conflagration, to infult o'er the EngUJh Pratefiants: 
who from fome obfcure PaiTigcs in the poak q£ 
their Gq/pel, ufed to.forctel, . in a Prophetick Man- 
ner, that the final 'Ruin and Gataftrophe of Jtemf 
would happen in this Year 1666: Whereas, by. 
fatal Experience, more fure than vain Predidlions, 
they find the Metropolis of their own Nation re- 
duced to Afhes. 

Whoever ai« the Inilrumaits in thefe Tragedies^ 
'tis certain the Defigns of Fate are flill perform*d^ 
Every Kingdom^ State, and Community, has its 
critical Periods and ClimadUrs, wherein it fuiSers De- 
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• This Blank the Italian Pre/ace mentions, anJ/ays, 
*/is owing to the Lofs offome Part of the Arabick 
Letter fuppos*d to be torn off hy Chance, or on feme 
other Occafion, 

Paris, zd of the wth Moony 
of the Tear 1666. 
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LETTER XVI. 

^0 Cara Haly, Phyfician fo the Grand 

Signior. 

I Am mdanchollf, beyond the Defeription of 
Painters, Poets, or the lively Eloquence of 
Cicero, Methinks, I^m fome exotick Being ; a 
perfedl Foreigner on Earth ; a Stran«r to its I^iws 
and Maxims. I appear to other Mortals like a 
Giafar or Franck in his Weftern Drefs at Morocco^ 
Maiylon, or Confiantinopie, I snean not for my 
outward Habit (ror in that Fm conformable enough 
to the Mode of the Region where I itfide) but Vtsk 
all un&fhionable withm; ridiculous in my Senti- 
ments and Converiation. When others laugh, I ' 
figh, and find a Reafon to be dad* in the midft of 
snerry Company. Even Wine itfelf, that exhila- 
rates all the World befide, does but increafe my 
MelanchoUy, by adding Strength unto my labour^ 
ing Thoughts. It fublimates my Spirits up ta 
Sacred PhnmjSes. I am all Lunatick at fuch a 
Time. Each Glafs creates new Dreams more 
^wild than the Strange Flights and Raptures of a 
Santone, My heated Spleen, like Mount GiM^ 
belches forth horrid Clouds of Smoak and Va- 
pours^ which lay long fmothering in its fpongy 
Caverns j thefe quickly fpread and cover aU the 

Horizon 
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Horizon of my. Souly rendering it dark and gloomy, 
as the Cimmerian Solitudes, or the more difmal 
Valleya bordering on the River St^x^ where furly 
Charon waits to ferry over the Caravam of trem- 
bling GbofiSf and land them in Eljufium, 

Oh ! that thofe Fables of the ancient p0^^ were 
but true ! or that I knew but fomething certain of 
our Future Stau! whether the Soul furvives or no», 
when Death has ftop*d the Circulation of our 
Blood? And what becomes of that Immortal Sub' 
^ance, after its parting from the Bodyf Whether 
it pafs by Tranfmigration into the Embryo of fome 
other Animal, as Pythagoras taught ; or be uni- 
ted, fwallowed up, and loft in the Univerfal Soui 
of the Worldy as Plato did believe ? Or, if fome 
other Magnet does attrad its Prefence ; and hidden 
Sympathies of Nature teach to form itfelf a Ve- 
hicle or Body of the Elements ? Perhaps, fome- 
Souls unite with Air, whilft others mix with Wa- 
ter, Earth, or purer Skies. This for its horrid 
Sins in mortal State, may be by the Eternal 
Nemefis funk down into the hxaX Caverns of Mount 
J^tna^ Strombolo, otFefwviusi there to incorpo- 
rate with burning Rivers and Lakes of Sulphur and 
other Minerals, to hear perpetually the frightful 
Cracking, Rumbling, and loud Thunders of thofe 
infernal Vaults; to be, without Intermiffion^ an- 
noy'd with the eternal Stench of melted Mines^ 
whofe poignant Vapours equally kill it and revive 
it tvtry Moment^ that it may be confined to an 
endlefs Circle of Miferies : To feel the excruciat- 
ing Torments which no Tongue can utter j whilft 
the inceilant rapid Motion of thofe exalted and 
moft violent Fires, with which it is embodied by 
Decree of Fat/e^ rob it of the very Poffibility of the 
leaft eafy Thought, or quiet Minute; and at the 
fame Time rack it wi(h infinite Tortures. 

Think 
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Think not, my dear Fhyfician^ that it in impof^ 
ble a feparate Sfirit can thus be feniible of Pain^ 
There^s no fach Thing as a feparate Spirit^ fave 
God who made all Bodies ^ and therefore was be- 
fore them. The Angels themfelves are partly cor* 
poreal ; fo are the Devils. Do not believe then, 
that mortal Man, who is in a middle State between 
thefe two, (hall by dying, gain a Privilege above 
the mofl illnflrious Sfsrits in Heaven, As fbon as 
Death has diflodg'd us from one Boify, Nature, Pro- 
'vUence, or Fate provides us another, according to 
eur Qualities, Inclinations and Merits. We may 
as well by Metempjychofo^ become the Spirit or Soul 
of a flaming Sidphur-Mine, or at leaft of fome Part 
of it, as of a Horfe, an Eagle, or a Dove : For 
fucb, for aught we know, may be the Diipofitions 
of Divine Wiuiom, Juftice, and Omnipotence. 

By the ytrj fame Reafon another Soul may be 
tranfported to the open, happy Skies, where it may 
either range in boundlefs, free, and ferene Trads 
of BlifSf or be enfranchized in the Corporations of 
the Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Axure, Tofiazes, 
and Diamonds ; to poflefs Provinces more rich than 
in Peru or Guiney, where the Ruilicks plow up 
Qold, more beautiful and pleafant than the famous 
Fields of Tbejfaly, God Icnows what will become 
of Us after our Diilblution : But the Ignorance of this 
one Truth occaiions all my Melancholy. 

Death is not formidable of itfelf, nor all die de^ 
lorous Circumilances that precede it: 'Tis only 
what comes after, raifes all my Terror. Were I to 
melt away in lingering Agues and Confumptions ;* or 
to be fooner pcfled off in high-wrought Fevers, 
Pleuriiies, or Peftilence :- Or if it were my Fate to 
die by Pi ftol. Sword, orPoifon, or any other Kind 
of flow or fudden Death, allotted me from Chance 
or Nature, Providence or Fate : Should Heaven con- 
fume m« in a Trice by Lightning i^ or this Globe 

with 
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with equal Swiftnefs, bury me in fome furprizing 
Earthquake: 'Twould be all one to Mahmut^ ' were 
it not for the After-claps, to which I am a Stranger. 
I tremble at the hidden and unfearchable Force of 
Nature : I dread the irreverfible unknown Decree of 
Fate, the Secret Methods of Eternal Dejiiny, the 
LaiAjs and Order of the other World, in billeting the 
Troops of human ^Wj, that g;o to ivinter there, af- 
ter this Life*8 Campaigne is iini(h*d. 

Once in a cold and frofly Evening, as I was tra- 
velling o^er a bleak wide Plain, and felt the pene- 
trating Blafts of North-EaA Winds, with chilling 
Sleet, which fell upon me from the Clouds ; my 
Spirits alfo tirM with tedious Journeys, and my 
anxious Thoughts being wholly taken up about a 
Relling-Place that Ni^ht, and how to avoid the 
Aflaults of Robbers, with a thoufand other Perils,, 
threatning a Strainer on the Road ; at length I 
chanced to think of the untry^d and remote Voyage 
I muil one Day make to another World. It chiird 
my Blood to imagine the difconfolate, naked Cir- 
cumilances of a Separate Sett/, which, for aught I 
knew, might be bcwildexM, loft, and forcM to 
wander up an4 down through untrack*d Wafles of 
miily frozen Air, where the inhofpitable Element 
affords no Guides, nor Caravan/era^s to comfortlefs, 

£oor, ilraggling GJbofis ; unlefs they would accept a 
.odging in fome Cloud, the Ciflern and Chariot 
of Rain, HaU, or Snow; there to incorporate with 
the unwelcome Meteors, and be whirrd round the 
G/ole, or elfe pricipitated down to Earth again in 
Showers ; from thence perhaps to be exhal'd by 
the Sun, and mixM with Emhryo's of Lightning, 
Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, or other Bodies hourly 
flaming in the Welkin, and thus to circulate in 
endlefe Tr an/migrations. Who knows the Circum- 
fiances of departed Souls, or Laws of a Separate 
State B Let him declare what Ufage we ihall find in 

that 
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diat inTifible and dark Reeds from Life : He fhall 
be then efteemM more than Apollo^ by the penfive 
Mahmut. Not the old Delphic Oracle could re- 
ceive greater Reverence from. the inquiiitive World ; 
nor Mecca now from devout Mujfulman Pilgrims ; 
or Medina Talnabiy where the Prophet reds in 
Peace, than fuch an one fhould have fronot jne, who 
could with unfeigned Truth difcover how we fhall 
be difpofed of when we die. But I am cloy'd and 
naufeated with dull Romanced ^ the Priefts and 
Derviches, 

My Friendy let thou and I learn to improve the 
Joys of prefent Life, and not by damnM Miilakes, 
deprive ourfelves of double Happinefs. But let us 
fo comport^ ourfelves, that our iranfmigrfitton may 
be but from the Pleafures of Earth to thoft of Mea* 
wen ; from one Paradife to another. 

Paris, 6th of the ift Moon, 
rf the Year 1667;. 
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LETTER XVII. 

To Kerker Haflan, Baffa. 

TH E Bleflings of God and his Prophet chear 
thy Heart, as thou haft exhilarated mine by 
thy laft Letter,, wherein thou encourageft me with 
the Hopes of being remov'd from this difagreeablc 
Poft, to one more delightful and happy, even to a" 
fweet Country Retirement, tii\itT\:XiArahia'f or any 
other Part of the Grand Stgmors Dominions, which 
is the very Mark of all my Wifhcs. 

I have a natural Averfion for great and populeiu 
Cities. They feem to be fo many magnificent Se- 
pulchres of the Living y where Men arc mut up, im- 
prifon'd, and buried from all Comm«rce with the 
Elements ; or they are like Ho/pitals and Peft-Hou/er 
where People crowd, infedl, and ft ink one another 
to Death with a thoufand Pollutions. They hive 
tpgether like Bees, and build their Appartments in 
Darknefs. Like Nefts of P//Jw/>«, they trudge up 
and down all the Summer of their Youth, to heap 
upTreafures, that they may fpend the Winter of 
their Old Age in loathfome £a(e, and benumm'd* 
Stupidity ; not daring to venture out of the Purlieu 
of their nafty, fmoaky Habitations, and ^et theyVa 
ready to be ftifled with their own Breath. 

Tis with Pleafure I contemplate the Face of the 
Infant Earth, before it was deform'd by the unne* 
ceftary Arts of the Carpenter, SmitB, and Ma/on : 
When Men had no other Houfes, fave what they 
made themfelves, every one for his Family, of the 
Branches and Boughs of Trees, interwoven with 
0£ers, Reeds and Ivy ; and coveiM thick with. 

Leaves 
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Leaves and Grafs to fheher them from Wind, Hail* 
Raio, and other Injuries of Weather. Or perhaps 
ibme had .found out a Den or Cave in the Earth, 
or the hollow of a Rock, for a Sanfluary in f uch 
Cafes, where they repos'd in perfe^ I'ranquiliitx, 
without Fear of Snares or Violence, without Appre- 
henfion of Clobbers, or any tragical Surprize. 
They went out and in, flept and waked, laboured ' 
and reHed in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, Envy, 
and Injullice had not as yet corrupted the Minds 
of Mortals. The Earth brought forth Com, 
Herbage, and Fruits, without the Hulbandman*s 
or Gardener's Labour : All Places abounded with 
Plenty of innocent Refrefhments, and thofe pri- 
native Inhabitants coveted no more. The Cattle 
and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and the 
Fountain- Waters were generous as Wine. This 
Globe was a jcompleat Faradifi^ and no miftakea 
Zeal had ta^ught Men religioufly to invade one a* . 
iiother*s Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder 
their Neighbours, in hopes of meriting Heaven 
Kereafter. There was no fuch Thing as Bigotry" 
or Superftition to be found among any of Human 
Race. The La'w of Nature was in univerfal Force : 
Every Man purfu*d the Didkates of Reafon, without 
iearkning after Religious Sopbijlry^ Sacred Fa* 
hies, ^ , 

But when once the Lucre of Gold had corrupted 
Men's Manners, and they, not contented with the 
Riches and Sweets which they daily cropt from the 
Sur&ce of the fiarth, had found a Way to defcend 
into her Bowels, flung with an infati&Me Deiire of 
hidden Treafures; then began Injuftice, Opprcf- 
fion, and Cruelty to take Place. Men made Enclo- 
fures to therofelves, and encompafTed a certain Por« 
tlon of Land with Hedges, Ditches, and Pales, to 
fence them from the Invafions of others ; for the 

Guilt 
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Gallt of their own vicioas Inclinations filled them 
with Fears, and made them jealous of one another. 
They built themfelves flron^ Holds, FortrciTes, 
Caftlesy and Cities : And their Terrors increafing 
with their Criminal Pofleffions, they perfuaded 
themfelves, that 'the very Elements would prove 
their Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Pre* 
fents. Hence fprang the firft Invention of A/tars 
and Sacrifices, and from thefe vain pankk Fears of 
Mortels, the GoJs deriv'd their Pedigree. For one 
built a Temple to the Sun, another to the Moon, a 
third to Jupiter, Mars, or the reft of xht Planets, 
Some ador*d the Fire, others the Water or Win^i^ 
Every one (tt up to himfelf fuch a Go4 as he fancied 
would be propitious to him. Thus Error being, 
equally propagated with Human Nature, they 
created an infinite Rabble of imaginary Deities, 
paying to thofe Itbls the fupreme and incommu- 
nicable Honours, due only to the Eiemal Effence, 
Father and Source of all Things. 

Befides, they ]iv*d in intolerable Pride and Luxu- 
ry, in conftanc Wars and Strife, in Darknefs, Igno- 
rance, and Confuiion. I fpeak of fuch as dwelt in 
Cities, and were incorporated together by one com- 
mon Intereft. For ftill there remain^ fome who. 
obeyM the Original Z^zotri of Nature, and the Tradi" 
tions of Primitinje Humanity, 
c Thefe dwelt in Tents, or other moveable Habi- 
tations, as oi^r Countrjrmen the j^rahs do at this 
Day with the Tartars their Brethren. They fcorn'd 
to Men the^nfelves to the Earth, by poiTeffing 
any Part of it in Propriety : Every Pield and 
Wood, Hill and Valley, River and Well, were 
with them ^n common. They ftraggled whither 
they pleafed. 

This is the Life fo emulated by me, or inftead 
of that, at leait a Retirement from Cities, that I 
may breathe out my laft Hours in a fi:ee Air* remote 

from 
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from the ftifiing Company and Contagion of Mor-- 
tals. I long to range at Liberty through unfre- 
quented Paths of Defert Ground, o*er mid, un- 
polifliM Heaths v from thence inlenftbly to fall into 
ibme venerable Solitude, where the dry, mofly 
Barks of Trees, in iilent Charadlb^ proclaim the 
Antiouity of the Place ; and gentle Whifpers of the 
Wina inftru£l the Methods of Platonick Love ;• 
hifpire ftrange Pailions, which we never felt before, 
and teach us to converfe with Satyrs, Nymphs^ and 
other harmlels Tenants of the Shades* How great 
is the Pleafure to be thus furprszM with fome har- 
monious, warbling Stream, or fileat, foft, deep, 
Cryfbd River?' to fpeak Incognito yivAi Dryads^ 
Hamadryads i and the fporting EMs\ to lie dif- 
folved in looTe, yet innocent Enjoyments on the^ 
Sanks to talk with Nature, with immortal Suh- 
fiances J and with EOrnity it hU\ OhGodl is not 
this raviftiing ? . . 

*Tis difficult to fay, whether it would be plea- 
fant or painful to return from thefe ineffable Pa- 
rades of the Soul, to our domeAick Felicities, tho' 
even in a rural Life, which! acknowledge to be 
the happicft. on Earth. Yet there to trace the 
Herds and Flocks^ to- walk amidil the high grown 
Com, and Grafs, to pluck the bearded Ears- of Bar- 
ley, to let our Eyes roll o'er the various Figures 
ofthe Wind-blown Wheat and Millet,, ourNo&s>to 
f«ck the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, Thyme, Oran- 
ges, and Lemons, with innumerable Spices; our 
Ears to hear the inimitable Melody of Birds, and e- 
very Senfe to be tranfported^ fnatchM away, and 
loft in facred Extafies ; muft needs be rank'd among 
the higheft Kind of earthly Pleafures. 

But to defcend from thofe Enjoyments, to the 
meaneft and mod common Diveriions of a Country 
Life ; methinks there*s fomething peculiarly charm* 
ing in the \cry ellengf Situation of the Houfes ; 

whc- 
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whether it be on the Brow of a Hill, or the Bot- 
tom of a Valley ; in the Midft of a Wood, or the 
Opening of a Heath.; on the Side of a Road, or 
infotne obfcure Comer of the Country. 'Tis agree- 
able, when walking in the . Morning, to hear the 
Bleating of Sheep, Ix^wine of -Oxen, Screaming, 
Qaackiiig, and Crowing, of Geefe, Dacks, Cocks^ 
and other Home-bred Animals » to hear the louder 
Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
demoliih Houfes, and remove the Globe itfelf, if 
poffible, from off its Bafis. This would be better 
Mufick to me for a Change, than a Concert of D«/. 
timers y Theorbo^ s. Timbrels and Fiois, Human Na- 
ture delights in Variety, and there is a certain aa- 
dacious Corioiity in the Seul, which loves to venture 
on Extremes. The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of 
Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other neceiTary 
rural fi«ifts, would pkafe me better than thecon- 
ftant tedious Eafe, and fulfome Sweets of Court .or 
Citf. I fweat whilfl thus ihut ujp within thefe Walls : 
It cloys me to be daily walking in a Circle ; to tram* 
pie always o>r the fame Ground, in a vail Labyrinth, 
of Houfes, where my Senfes meet no new refreih- 
ingObje^bbutmy Ears are hourly naufeated, vex*d 
and tiT*d with the ratling Din of Coaches, Carts, 
Artificen, and the harih Voices of fuchas fell Flefh, 
Fiih, and other Things about the Streets. My Eyea' 
can find no grateful Profpedls, but dafliM with forly 
rumd Ixx^s of proud and wealthy Infidels ; or 
with the fly iatyrick Smiles of wellihap'd People, 
who contemn me for my bandy Legs, and crooked 
Back. 

In a word, my dear Baffa^ I long to feel the 
gentle Breezes of the Eaft% purifying my Soul, and 
deanfing it from fo many Pollutions. I languiih 
for the Sight of Turbants and Cre/centSy for the de*- 
vont Callof the Muesdns on the lofty Minarets : i 
die in Contemplation of the iacr^ Fafis and Feafis, 

the 
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the nodurnal Jo)rs of Ramexan^ the Revels and 
chearful lUaminations of ^^ir««r, and the Imperial 
Duna/ma's. When I think of thefe Things, my 
Soul burlb forth in fervent Invocations, and every 
Faculty cries, jflla. Alia. 

May that Di'vim and Immortal One hear my 
Prayers, and grant me the Happinefs to fee the Face 
of noble Kerker Hajfan^ in an Horifin pure and free 
from the Defilement di Infidels, 

Paris, \\th of the zi Moon^ 
of the Year 1 667. 



LETTER XVIII. 

^0 Ifouf, his Coufin, a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

I Sent a Dijpatch to thee in the Year 1 664 , where- 
in, among other Things, I recommended wxt 
Coufin Solyman to thy Friendfliip and Patronage, if 
ever he (hould travel to Aftracan, as I advisM him 
For thou knowell he has a roaming Genius, without 
the Wit to improve himfelf in any Foreign Country, 
unlefshehas a Friend to guide and take Care of him : 
And then *twill be a difficult Talk to make him fen- 
.fible where he is. He'll always think he is within 
the Verge of the Grand Signiors Hunt, where he 
may domineer at large, under the Notion of a Re- 
tainer to the Sultan, He's a flr^nge humour'4 
Fellow. I know not what to make of him. He's 
as changeable as Proteus, or a Camelion : Sometimes 
religiouuy dull an^l phkgmatick. like a Hadgi ; at 
another Seafon you (hall feel his Pulfe beating to the 
Tune of youthful Pride, Ambition, Luft, and o- 
thcr Vices, To Day he'd be a Der<uUhe, Zantone, 

or 
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or any Thing that bears the Form of Holinefs : But 
when he's flept upon*c, the vain young Convert 
would return again to the World, and be a Soldier* 
Courtier, Proteflbr of the Lanu^ or any Thing that 
makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. So unwelcome 
are the rigid Paths of Virtue to a Seui not well efla- 
bliihed in its Principles, 

And yet our Couiin Sofyman, as I am told, is the 
Mujfulman of the Mujfulmansy as to his Exterior, 
With Hand devoutly laid to Breafl, and humbled: 
Couch €* th* Earth, he gives the ^alem to his Friends 
and Neighbours : Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the 
Seraglio : Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking 
through the Streets, is forc'd to imitate, when he is 
heftor'd by the rampart 'Janizaries, 

B)it, oh my Coufm J/ouf, *tis Grief to fay, that 
Sofyman, Partaker of our Blooil, is bafe, ungrateful, 
and perfidious: l*hat he fhould be thus unnatural 
Hudying the utmofl Period of our Life ; inftead of 
honeft, juft, and noble Prefents, to prolong it. 

I had Reafon, long aeo, to compare him to Pom^ 
Jius Ptiatei and if I had gone on, andfcumM olFall 
the moft enormous Crimes of human Race, ^twould 
be too little to expreis his Enmity againft Mahmut^ 
the kindeft Uncle, and the trueft Friend, that e'er 
poor Sofynufn could boaft of. 

But he is degenerate, and that's too little, with- 
out the moumlul Sighs of thee and me, to increase ^ 
the Aggravation of his Crime. 

In fine, he is our Xinfman, and let us (hew Mer- 
cy. He has been perfidious to me, and I would 
retrench the Words 1 have fpoken in his Difgrace. 
If he comes to Aftracan^ do as thou pleafeft : But 
have an Eye over thine own Af&irs. Take not So- 
Ijtnan for an Angel, He is dill h^l ikTiurh ant-Maker i 
a frolicldbme Blade ; and a Merchant that makes a 
very (inall Figure. 

Coufin 
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Coofin I/n^, fbreet not the Maxims, thoa haft 
learo'il in thy Travtli : be true to thy Friends, and 
thy felf. Honour the Memory of thy deceafed Pa- 
ints. Lore all Men that are good. And be not 
remils m Praying for the Soul of thy deceafed Un- 
cle, whenever <Md Ihall call fbi it. 

Paris, z(ttbBfiht tdMttM, 
»f tht Year 1667. 
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